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THE PRESENT EPIDEMIC OF SMALL?OX IN AMERICA*
H. M. BRACKEN, \ID

Smrotm‘g , Minnesota State Board of Health : Professor of Materia M edxca and’
Therapeutics, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. '

Some time ago I was asked by your president to prepare a- ‘history of -
the present smallpox epidemic in Minnesota for this meeting. I pro-
mised so to do, not hecause I thought you would be interested in such
as a local condition, but because the history of this epidemic is in all,
probability the history of each and every cpldemlc in provinee or state
of Canada or the United States during the past five years.

In March, 1899, a porter from a Great Northern Railway train was
found ill with smallpox in St. Paul, after his return from the Pacific’
coast. His infection occurred at some point between St. Paul and the
coast, probably at Scattle. At the time his case was diagnosticated as
smallpox, he remarked, * If such is the casc, there is plenty meve of the
same thing in the place that I eame from.”

From cxposures to this case, there followed thirty-one cases of small-
pox in St. Paul, with but one death. The outbreak was well handled
by the very efficient health commissioner of that city, Dr J. Ohage. I
did not sce any of thesc cases.

In May, 1899, a gentleman, aged about ﬁfty yeala, returned from
" California to his home at Worthington, Minnesota. On his way home-
he stopped in Nebraska for a few days. There was quite’a little small-
pox in that state at certain points during the winter of 1898 fmd 1899.
This gentleman had after his return to Worthmgton an eruption so mild
in type that no physician was called, I understand. T believe some
parties thought he had chicken-pox. " In due time the wife was taken ill.

* Read before the Canadmn Medical Association, August 20, 1901,
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