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TH1E CANADIAN MiLITIAMIAN.7

HIU!E periods standl out
ini the star>' Of the Canad-
ian àMilitia. Our epic per-
iod %vas iii the grim days
Of 181:2, Mien our fore-
latîjers laid the foundation
(i Caîîada's riglit to an ini-
dcpencieiit existenice uponl
Ille Northî
Arne rican
continent.
Nelîcrni-
ah's build-
ers fâtund
not tin-

- sticcessors
'1-in heIl.c ard

pioncer s
%vlho fouglit and farmed alternate-
]y, one day -servinii Uic heFiank
Companies, Ille next day disniss-
cd by their Governor to bring in
the lîakrvest. Xitli the Trcat> of
Gliertt caille the forty years dur-
in-g whlich the %vorld dreanîed of
universal peace. Tlîat wvas the
second period of the Militia, a
period ofa, asystem l vhicli failed.
Over tlic vlole of the British
Americati provinces obtaisicd
%vlat may rougilly bc describcc
as a theoretical perfection i uni-
versaI service, vitiated by practical
weakness in tie mastery of tlîe
military art. Elaborate and care-
fuI arrangements made it certain
that evcry able-bodid marin in the
country slîould bc lîeld liable Ia
serve and should be periodically
kcept iiin ind of Ilis obligation.
Military experts of a theoretical
turti of mind, surveying this sy's-
teni from afar, hîave approvcd
Iligbly of the bard and fast lcgis-
lative cnactmcnts binding alnmen
to serve the King. At dloser viewv
it ,vas only too evident tlîat a
whole population could flot bc W. aM nIOTOORiz?

traincd to the profcs-ion of nrms, D"-'C"
elaborate and exacting to tlie last FIELD-MAR!
degrec, in one muster day a year.

versai service '%hid cl h. ld, ;aî'%I *vhen war cloutis
b-anked heWal% ,fil nte lhjrîi.oind îîthe Emipire
.irnîed itself, tile .iJecnt of the higlier training of
fceuer nien ine%~itable.. and tie old epoch of the
ain uiti-l tl u utr Jda> Jren to an end.What Iullov.cd
ivas the present systeni, under whc chae
serveci our Quccn for the past forty ycars. The
change camie about gradually. At irst a fetv
corps dfe/i/e, the Volunteers, nmade their appear-
:tnce, and by iS,6 these iîîdcpcndent troc.ps of
horse, batteries of artillcry and companiep of rifles
nitistered somte i,ooo men. 'rhen whle 1 the Trent
affair loomedl thre.ateninglv over our 1 -«ds the in-
dependent troops and conîpanies wcrq grouped ini

regiments and batu.:ions, and thus t~he regular
troops who fornied the backbone of,,he defence
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of the country had local auxiliaries ready te ad
them i e'crv direction. The instinctive reliance
upon the trained, or even upon thec half.traitied
nman, caused the country to turil its thou.glts main-
ly Io tic Volt.nteer Miilitia corps as its contribution
towards self.defc'îce, and to forget the duties and
Uhc place of the sedentary Militia, wh'lose inîport-
ance %vas steadily diminiullitg. Finally canme tic
day wvhen the last regulars marched on board the

last troop.ship, and the Canadian
Militia were Canadas sole defend-
ers by land. By a coincidence,
that occurrence inarkcd the be-
ginning oif ifteen ycars of pro-
found peace, during wvhich the
training day becarne a miyth, and
Uic unifornîed battalions wh1o
were recruit cd by v'oluntcering
pure and simple wcre looked upon
as the military arm upon which
Caîîada's first and last dependence
lay. The North-XVest Rebellion
invigorated the Militia force,
but with tic new-fouîîd popular-
ity of wliat we may cal! the vol-
unteering Militia the old idea of
universal service rcccdcd fardier
and farther into the background.
And now we are at the crest of
the tlîird period, witli our Militia
proud of a century of loyal ser-
vice to Croivn and Counîtry, zeal-
ous toeniake such progress as
twclve days' drill allows, but for-
getful of the fact that the wlîole
Militia is tlhe people in arms, and
that we of the Active M'%ilitia are
but a fraction, but Uic flrst fine,
of the mass of thc national army.
There, i brief, is our history up
to the present day.

It is good to recail the honor-
able part which our Militia played
in what wve may well style the
WVar of Canadian Independence.
American aggression rcsolved it'.
self into an attack upon the rigbit
of our long, thin line, and so it
came about that upon Upper
Canada the brunt of the figliting
fell. IBritishi comrnand ofIllic sen

K.G.ý .T.ý cnsured the saicty of the Maritime
~ K.., KT., Provinces, which, shcltered on


