
ON THE AM*,OY ('O! OQIU.I.L nîALECT.

a knlowiedgýe of wvhich it is impossible that tllev cal) converse with

their superiors or inferiors. Tiiis dialect, thus constantiv elnpioyed

in conv.orsatiofl of au eicvated cbaractc'r, bins probabiv been improved

to thle extent of its capalbiities, but even tlîus it is but iil-fitted for its

ivork. Notwvithistaiiding ail the additions received froin the wvrittenl

langusige, it is stili too mneagre in its vocabuiary ; alnd its want of

infecetions is fatal to accuraev of structure and cie-arness and precision

nistyle.
Thle Amoi. dialeet bias neyer received this special culture bestowed

uponi thiat of Nankin, and ;s tiierefore every mvav inferior iii fuiness

and eveni in perspiciuity. Fewer ''iiook-pliirases, 1 have becul intro-

dueed ilito COiflinO> tise, nu( it is tlierefore iinncbl iess fitted for eievaitcd
conversation.

1>onti lemens of Mez~ Am)oy J)ialect.

T'le consonant wtinds of thre Anmoy dialeet are, for tlue niost part,

readiiy re1 )rescnted by iloinan letters with thecir Englisli uuterance.

They are B, Chi (,s in '"Chiurchi"), Cliii (or Chi aspirated), G (as iii

cig ) II, J, E, Kli (aspirated K), L, '3, N, Ng, 1P, Phi (aspirated

P), S (as in sister") T and Th ii (sliî'ated T). 'Tli vovel-souîîds

are A (as in "father") E (like A in ''fate") 1 (likec E ini " mecte "),

O) (as in Il note''), à (like Il awe " or au in 'autlior ''), U (likec 0 in

prove "). Tbe comipound vowel.suunds are ai (muchi like 1 in

flle '',au (like ou in ', imouse "), in (lke ya. in "yvard ''), jo (like

veco il, " yeoman "), iô (likc vanv i- "vawi ") and lit (like"ew')

'K, M, N, N, P and TIl, are cithier iniitiais or finals ;B, Ch), Cliii, G,

Il ,Kh, L, Phi, S and Tii, are always initiais.

The tiventv-nine moflosvlai)es under ilie initial B
Ba' bat Bi Bil Bue Bula

Bai B au Bia Bio B uî

B ak1 B e Biail Bit B (ôk Bun

Ban Bek Biat IhiU B Ôn1 But

Bang,, Bcng Biau 13o B3u

A, 1. O, are often nasaiized, thus giving thrce new elenientarv sounis;

lu is also nasaiized.

Besides the aspirated voweis (indicated iw an Il prefixed), tiiere art'

four consonants ,spiate (Cli, K, P and T). Tîmese mnust bc distinct-

Iv niarked by ani aspiration precediing the foiloiwing -voweis, tbnls:-A,

ja ; Ta, Tha; Pa, Pha ; Ka, Khmi; Chi, Clilia.


