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TRADE OF TUE LAKES,

The commerce of theso grent inland seas is
acquinng a magnitude uuﬁ importance which
attest the rapdity with which the territory which
they drain bas beeu rendered productive,  Half
n ceutury agy, lakes Ontano, Erie, Huron, Mich-
ignp, St. George, and Superior were entirely
without conmunerce.  Almost the onl; emft to bie
seen upon tbem was the Indisn canoe.  In 1850
their tonnage had risen 215,000, and the value
of the teallic to 362 mullions of dollars, The
ficat craft ever laduched un Like Erie wag built
by tie Freuch, tor the cxpedition of the cele-
brated La Salie, <o fae back 23 1679 ; but more
than a century clapsed beture any American
vessel was Jwunched upon the lakes; an event

which occurred in 1797, The first steamer
faunched in America was built in Lower Cana.
da, to tun between Montreal and Quebee,  This
wil3 about the year 1812, the Legislature of that
Province having, w the Session of 1811 granted ’
amonoply of the route to Mr. Monlson.  Mr. |
Papunean 15 even yet oceagionadly reminded that |
he voted for this monoply , but we suspeet i was
apardonable actin thesedays.  The first steamer
on Luke Gntario was launched in 1816; two
years before a like event took place on Lake
Eric.  The tirst navigable outlet trom the Lakes
—the Erie Caml—was completed in 1825, Next
caune the Welland Canal.

The measurements of the lnkcs_nrc as follows:

Greutest Geeatest Mean

LAKES. length brewith  deph Elevation Arca. |
Miles. Miles  Feet. Tret. Sy Miles
Superior. 330 169 w0) 627 32,000}

Michigan320 105 90 5T 22,000
Huron.. 260 W0 900 57 . 20,400
Erie.... 219 &0 ha! 565 9,0u0 -
Ontariv. 1839 30 500 232 5,300 ;
-_— _— — 1

Total 1,555 —  —  — 90,000

A new saevey of the lakes is now 11 progress
by the Ameviean governuent, butitis nnlllkcly,'
that the result will show muein variation feom the |
abive messnrement, the resudt of previous sat-!
vers,  The area drdined by thes> Likes is este=!
mited, according to Mr. Aunde ws' rejoreonthe |
trade and commeres of the British American
Cologties, at 335515 square miles.  The natural
outlet of these lahes, and of thic produce of the!
surgound:nyg country 1s the St. Lawrence; and -
the navigation frum Lake Ouatario will admit !
veszels fnrge enough to cross the Atlantie, asi
actual experunent has proved. A direct trde
from the chief ports of Luke Untario to Fugland
may be counted upon as a feature in the future
trade of British Amncenca.  To what extent this
trade may eventually attain vo one can form
any ¢onception, but the saving of that trans-
shipment which 15 unavowdable on any other
ruute, must encourage and stiraulate this direct

ade.
A noticeable feature in the shipping of the
Iakes is 1be gradual. subatitution of stewn for
sailing. vessels.  Que-half of the touuage of the
Inkes will soon consist of steamers.  In 1831 the
praporion wasg 71,100 ions of steam against 13<,-
000 tons uf sul.  In tue new  essels late) hult,
the teadency is observable of stcamers to usurp
the place ot suthing vessels on the lakes.  The
size and capacity of the steamers recently bwlt,
are far greater than formerly.  Less than i dozen
years ago, the first class Jake steaniers of those
days did untordinani vy inake the trip from Buffa-
lo to Detroit and bacic i less thana week or ten
days. Now it s performed with ease in three.
133 on Lake Erie of all the others that the finest
steamers are to be seen, and the port of Baffalo
i3 we suspect wore frequented by steamers than
any other on the lakes.  Within the Iast few
years, great improvement has taken place in the
build and avrangements of steamers on Lake
Ontario. The new buats are larger, swifter, amd
more commodious than the old onrs, but th y
are by no means equal to the Awmerican boats on
Lake Erie.  While the class of boats on Lake
Ontario has been improving, those on Lake Erie
have continued to maintain thew superionty.
The tonnage of the lakes, in 1820, awounted
to ounly 5,500 tons; in the next ten years 1t rose
to 20,000 tons; in 1840 to 75,000, and in 1830,
215,187 tons. The ratio of increase~has thus
been much greater every succecdiog decade.—
But-tho prosout bapdly gives anr idea of tho vast
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commerco of which these lakes are destined to

hecome the scenc in future. 1t is cstimated the
American States which horder on the lnkes, are
of thesclves eapable of snstaining a popnlation
of 22,000,000,  Add to this the commerce that
will grow up from the Ganadian shores of these
inland seas, and one may furm somo conception
of the future commerce of the lakes.

Whither witl that commerce tend?  Willany
artifieial channels, however gigantic, ho anything
like adequate to o commerce so prodigious 2 It
will doubtless be shuted by nunerous outlets to
the seabonnd . by the vm'?um milroads, the St.
Laserence, and the Erie Canal.

When it 13 consideted that these lakez, for so
great a distance from the boundary between
Canada and the United States, how amportant it
becomes that this commerce should be as free na
possible, enpsisteatly with the yaising of a rev-
enue frum customs for the support of govern-
ment! A few weeks will suitice to tell with
what success the treaty negotations for a recis
procal relaxation of ueeless and  buribensome
restrictions between Canada asu the United
States hare been cunducted, and in what tesaper
the matter will be viewed in by Congress,
which hes just assemabled at Washington.—
Leader.

—————- . S——
MONTREAL TRADE FOR 1853,

The editor of the Montreal Witness is a mer-
chant as well as an editor, and the infurrsation
hic gives in (e following article may be relied
upon —

l"'l‘lm trade of Montreal has upon the whole
heen larger, wo think, Jast season than any pre-
vious year, and perhaps quite as satisfactory.
In Groeeries, with the exception of the tea sale,
the sj ring tade was not large, and there wus a
perivt of unusaal inactivity daring the smnmer
months; but frem the beginning of September
to tac e¢nd of the season there was o very ¢x-
tenaive and satistactory business done,  1ard-
ware bas been comparauvely scaree, and in
demand at advancing prices during the season,
i the searaty snd demand become more and
wore warked towards the close. Upon the
whole the Hardware business must have been a
very profitible one.—~In Dry Goods, stocks weree
Licavy, and many kinds in superabundance buth
in spring aud full; nevertheless, the demand
continued good during the suramer months, so
as to dimnish gpring stocks materially, and the
heavy auctions withm the Inst ux weeks have
materially diminisbed the saperabundant tull
stucks. Upon the whole, the dry good business
douc has been unusually large, and the greater
part of it at i fair pront, but there has been, as
is frequeatly the case in large markets, & por-
tion sold at or under cost, and the stocks for
the winter trade are heavier than uswal.  The
importation of American dry goods has in a
great neasure ceased this year, and the greater
part of the supplies of Canada have come from
Europe The buut nd shoe trade has been very
extensivo, and very goud this jenr in Montreal,
everythung indicating that tins will be o great
branch of business kere. The manufacturing
wierest has been enterprisng and flourstung
during the year, and uew factories of various
hinds have been rapidly constructed.  The In-
diz Rubbier Company has done an extensive
business, and wyollen and cotton factories are
constructing or partly finished, which have heen
very Lnsily empluyed so far as they aro yet m
working order.

The produce business, under almost constant-
ly rising markets, has been very large, and gen-
erally speahing, very profitable; ans the lines of
ocean steamiers now projected to run to this
port, will doubtless greatly increase its produce
business in fature. Bank stocks have, under
the inflnence of general prosperity, gune steadily
upwards, and the large additions made during
the ycar of banking capital have been all ab-
sorbed by the legitimate wants of husince3,
money being now as searce or scarcer than he-
fure these additions took place. Mining stocks
experienced o favourable turn, especially Mon-
treal Micing Cumpany Consols, which rose
from 2s 64, less than nothing per share, to, we
betieve, 853. This great advance, however, has
not been wholly sustained, the price hasing
ootsiderably recoded afier tho paymcut of 8

dividend of 53 per share. Railroad stocks aro
mnch better than they weroa yearpgo, but still
they are not fuvorite investments, and are eur.
reat only at heavy discounts.  Real cstate and
rents “ave experienced a nise during the year,
which is more indicative of prosperity than any
of the other points to which we have altuded,
The spirit of spectlation in building lots i3 alse
begiuning to manifest itselt, and many public
and private improvements are guing on with
great vigor. Steamboats and sailing vessels,
whether intand or ocean, have been it is under-
stood doing a lucrative lusiness during the year
so much 30 a3 to demand a very largo increase
of tonnage und passenger accommodation for
the futur>. The rmilway expenditure, on ace
count of the Girand Tiunk and Tubular hridgoe
which was culeulated on hy many as an cle-
ment in this year's prosperity, has scarcely
commenced yet, at all, events, near Montreal;
but doubtless When that is added 1o the bigh
prices of tarm produce, there will be a still fur-
ther impctus given to all kinds of material pros.
perity. The only scrious draw hack to the
foregoing very pleasing review, is, in the first
placy, the very short erops in Lower Canndy,
and in the second, the fact, that the high prices
of food and fuel will Jeave the inhabitants of
citics very little to expend on anything else.”

RUSSIAN PROWESS,

There secms to be much diversity of opinion
among those who have had opportunities of
forming aa intelligent judgenient on thie subject
in respect to the relative valor, nulitary discip-
line, and warlike skill of the I'urkish and Rus-
sian armics, and the probability of the Sultan
holdiog his own against the Ozavin the existing
war.  The Londou Morning Chronicle publishes
a letter frum Sir Charles Shaw, n British oficer
of repute, who seems to know quite as much
concerning the efficiency of the Russiin troops
as any onc who hus undertaken to enlighten the
world on the subject. He thinks the military
strength of Russin i3 preasly exaggerated, und
expresses something lihe o soldier's contempt
for the corps of serfs and savages who are sup-
posed to cendangcr the seeuiity of Western
Europe. Ho gives substuntial reasons for re-
garding the military strength of the Ottomans
being far more considerable than has bLeen
heretofore generally believed. e points to the
Circassians—tbomselves half barbarians; and
insignificant in numbers—who, fur now twenty
yeary, have defied the utmost power of the Czar,
routing his best genemls, or holding them nt

2y ; to the Poles of 1830, who with mw levics,
amidst revolutionary disorgapization, withsiood,
the ‘vereran troops of Dicbitcli, nid were with
infinite difficulty subdued by the overwhelming
forces conmnanded by Paskicwiteh; tothe Turk-
isk war of 1828, when Mahlnoud’s new and un-
disciplined forces, the successora of the Janis-
saries, wet the Imvader with such courage
that the victory was only obtained over them
by bribery and purcbaseihe Governor of Varna
being bought by gold to yield that all important
fortress; to Bonapatte's campaign of 1812, when
the Russians were found incapable of defending
their homes and firesides, until the ice-blast
came to their aid, and half o million of French-
men were suddenly swept out of cxistence, tho
victims not of Russian patriotism, but of a Rus-~
sinn winter; to the march of olit Suwarrow—
the greatest general Russia has yet produced—
to the Alps, where Massena met and sent him
packing home again, cured of his conceit and
shorn of his laurcls.  Sic Charles Shaw bears
testimony to the beneficial cesults of the new
system of discipline now fully adopted into tho

urkish armies, and considers that if a fight
_takes place between the “regular” troops, the
Turks will be found, in equal numbers, “at least
-cqual to the Russians;” while he pronounces
their light troops or irregulars, more than a
match, at any tine, for the Cossacks.

Grear Westeny Ramroan.—The Galt Branch
of tho Great Western Railroad i3 to be opened
on the 15th January, for the carriage of freight,
and several days earlier for the carringe of pas-
sengera.  Tho fare from Galt to Hamilton, 35
mites, will be 33, 9d.; and the carriage of a bar-
rel of Flour, a shilling, currency. Wheat will

“be carried at 3d. currency per bushel.—FPal riot.



