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its lines; but such work is very pleasurable, and unless in the complexity
of the subject orthe dislieartening number of forms or arnount of literature
necessary, would seem to present no insuperable diffhculties flot to be met
with in other sciences.

It is perhaps almost tinforttuiate that there lias been a fashion for a
few years past to discredit the value of systenîatic work, and to laud the
researches in histology and emibryology as the onl wvork deserving the
name of science. Thei tone of contempt that lias sometimes greeted the
faithful wvorker in systematic entoniology must have hiad the effect of
discouraging sorne whio mnigit ottherwise liave mnade valuable contributions
to the science.

Vie should flot be narrow, but let our synmpathies and appreciation be
as extensive as the group in which we are interested ; our perceptions of
the earnest effort and the good i others as sensitive as the or-aîzain

which we place uiîder our microscopes ; and our encouragement as quick
as the movements of our tiny friends.

The wvork iii histology and emibryology is essential, and its importance
cannot be ignored. Ofteuî giving us the only rational inethod of discover-
ing affinities, it mîust be resorted to by the systemnatic studeiît, and none need
underrate it. 'l'ie further study of entire life-histories of inisects, one of
the most fascinating of ail branches of study, presents a field of sucli great
importance to the ecoîîomic entomologist, s0 rich in discovcry as to modes
of life, and so ofien important iii revealing the affixîities of related groups,
that lie wvho wvou1d iîeglect or deride îlîis part of entomnology miust have
littie conception of its ranige.

But systematic work too lias ils place and importance, aiîd I trust the
timie is now coiîîgi wlhen tlîere will be a return of w'orkers to îlîis ficld.

The necd of collections and libraries for this work is appreciated by
al], and lias been well discussed in tixe address of last year.

I wouid like to suggest, hioiever, iii tlîis connection tlie importance of
the preservation of collections that have been the basis of systeinatic work
by a specialist. Often suchi collections go to muin, and tlie question cornes
again and again, wvould it not have been better if such collection hiad been
placcd iii sonne establishced museuni, ivherc its preservation would be
assured. I believe fully in the formation of working collections, particul-
ary iii limited groups, but iw'len it is possible to deposit such a collection

2.114


