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be framed for its governmment.  [n the sapervision which the law
has confided to me, I hive been happy to associate with myself the
govemning body of MeGill Collewe. “Uhe interest which the Citizens
of Mountreal have so nobly evinced towards that institution by their
liberal subscriptions in its” favor, will dispense with the necessity of
any further allusion to ats etlicteney. 1 can only state that the views
of its funnder could not have beew better carned om than they e
now, by tts Governors, and by the able Puncipal whom they have
placed at the bead of the insttution.  If tise wemory of the dead be
sacred, it the names of the good men who have Jeft this wald
always carry with them deep seutiwents of senertion, 1 as sull
with greater emotion that the name of one who has left belnd han
a lastine monument of his Tove of waukind wust be uttered.  The
name of the Iate Hon. James McGill, which we have felt prde in
giving to this School, will be now remembered by the people of
sanada, with those of the Lavals, the Plessis, the Pamchauds, the
Girouards the Ducharmes, and all the founders of our Coileges, now
so numerous and so flourishing. ‘The teachers, who under that nuane
witl undertake the great work we are now mangarating, will have
before their eyes the duty of keeping it= glory untarnished, in addi-
tion to all the other motives which inust” gnde thew in the tulhl-
ment of their engagements. To thew 1 have but one word to say,
Let them be the worthy representatives of the late James MeGill
‘To the pupil teachers who are here assembled [ would say,— You
are now beginning to share a fearful responsituny which witl but
increase day by day.  But your ever showing yourzelves equal to
it will mainly depend upon 'your present exertions.  “The tree will
be judged by its trait, and you are to be the first fruits of the one we
are thix day plamting. It remains with vou to give a name and 2
character 10 this institwtion. More thun that, it will be in your
wer 10 discourage or 1o enhance the great experiment the country
15 making by the establislinent of Normal Schools.  Indeed, you
would be unworthy of your position, unworthy of the interest which
the Govermment and the whole commanny s extending 10 vou—if
it required oue word more to stimulate you in the prosecuton of
your studies.”?  (Cheers.)  The anxiety of the publie mund w rela-
tion to this undertaking is well apparent, by the presence of the
distingunished assembly” which 1 have the honor to address. On
behalf of the teachers and the pupils of this school, and of the whole
deparunent of public instruction, 1 must congratulte s Excellency
the Commander of the Forces, and the citizens of Moutreal, on the
zeal they have shown in the cause of education by attendimygr this
meetine.  (Cheerivg.) “To the Ladies, who, by their presenee, add
80 much to the interest of this ceremony § 1o the mothers of families
I would say, nowhere else, not even in those gay and brillian
assemblivs you have been adorning, nor in the famly cirele, where
you rule by the many fascinations which nature has imparted to
you, and which education has culuvated to such a degree, nowhere
else, except near the cradle of your infant children or in the temple
of God, is your presence more becommg tha 1t 1s here.  (Cheers.)
There is a trying moment to be met—there is a desperate strugede
in the life of every mother. It is when a beloved child, on whom
innumerable tokens have been lavished, is to be removed froum
maternal care wand contided 1o other hauds. (Loud cries of « hear,
hear.’?) Ladies, these hands, perchance, will bave been trained
in this fnstitwtion.~This Nonmul School may be cither a fountain
from which will flow, through innumemble cascades, streams of
knowledge and of virtue, or it may be 2 laboratory where deadly
poisons will be prepared to be spread over the surface of the whole
country.  (Cheers.) I need not add s wateh carefully over all onr
proceedings.  If you do s0 we are all safe: who conld ever deceve
a mother’s eys. 1 shall conchwde by calling on & disinaished
prelate 1o address this meeting. In domng <o, my loed, fthe honomble
gentleman here addressed the Lord Bishop of Montreal] I cannot
Bm remember that when I had fisst the honour of makine the
acquaintanee of your Lordship. it was when ovenpying a different
sition from the one I now hold,—it was while on 2 mission to
g(l)oulrcal and o Tareate, to ascentain the best means of estabhishing
Normal Schools in Lower Canada, and 1t is no Jitle satisfaction to
me, that I should have been enabled w my present position 1o assist
in muturing and executing precisely that which had been merely
?rOJcclcd inour interview, (Cheers.) 1 wall no longer detain the
egitimate tmpatience which this mecting must foel to hear your
Londship, Lut 2o assure you, that no one sympathises more sieerely
than wysclf with the anxicety which you must feel, that this insti-
tution should be conducted with due regard 1o the interests of reli-
gion and mormlity.
The Hon. Superintendent of Education reswined his seat amidst
Joud anst protracted cheers.
The Bishop said, 1 am sure, sit, that the able aud cloquentspeech
which you have just delivered has been listened 1o witls the greatest

interest by s all, wherein you have given o full an accouut of the
progiess of education in this provinee, and alsoof the steps 1aken to
fonnd this establishment ; and as~ others will address this meeting
alter me, better able than 1 am to enter into any statements, respec-
ting the manuer in which the wark of training and education 15 to be
srricd on i these sehools, T will rather contine mmyseltoat this com=
mencement of our operations, to some remarks on the general prin-
ciples upon which the Tustitation is established. 1 need not oceupy
your tinte now for the purpose of endeavouring to prove that there
s searcely be any moe important question for the consuleranion
of statesmen and philanthropists thim that of the general education
of the people 5 nor need 1 enter into any details o convinee thuse here
present, that notwithstanding all that has been already accomplished,
there was mneh work 1o be Jdone in this depariment in the Provinee
ot Lower Canada, while withoutthe active mterference and influence
of the governmem there was no prospeetr of any general or effecnal
progress being made.  And one of the greatest wants to be provided
i was deficiency of teachers, T mean as rewards their rewubar tr-
nng and tiness dor the work to be intrusted to them.  In 2 country
ke this where there ix 1o recogimtion of any paticular faith, as re-
presenting the Chureh, which is 1o receive the especial countenance
of the State, it is certainly no easy tsk to carsy o operation any
venertl system that shallapprove itself to the several retigions com-
munities, We have seen too, i Engdand, how year afteryearattewmps
hase been made i the hnperial Parliament o introduce some ge-
neral weasure of educanon'; and while those who dissent from the
vstablished Chuieh, have been able 1o prevent any plan which
should be carried ont on the priveiples of that Churelr; at the sane
time not only the Church of England, but the Presbytleiians, espe-
cially of the Churchof Scatland, and the Wesleyaus, have strenuously
reststed any system which should recognize education as something
independent of religion.  And I believe that there is a very large
portion of all religions bodies here in Lower Canada, who will echo
that seutiment. 1 feel quite sure, Sir, that you will for one.  For
myselt 1 have not one panicle of faith io the notion that Society
cat be regenerated or vice eradicated by any amount of wmere se-
cular instraetson,—by any amnount of knowledae of the Sciences or
languasges,  There may Ue often an wunposing array of  statisties,
showingr the numnber of convicted crimmals, who can neither read
nor write s but we maest remember that, besides the want of educa-
tion, the mayority of them have in all likelikood been led nto erime
by the diflicultics of their social position, by the sufferings of po-
verty, or uavoendable close contact with evil compamions,  But. Sir,
there are many revelations of eases of fearful depravity and deep
villainy canstantly being made in these days amongst persons of a
very different class. It was no want of education, in the popalar
sense, which led to the siganue frands of Sudlier, Redpath or Hun-
tington, or t such murders as those of Caok or Burdell.  And these
ate only more proinent types of a class, on enther side of the At-
lantic, which it is 10 be feared is terably on the increase—tie edu-
sated and accomplished vidain g of such persons centanly David
speaks, when he says t—¢ My heart showeth methe wickednessof
l}w ungodiy, that there is o fear of God before his eyes.”  Not-
withstanding all the wonderful blessings, which are so often promi-
sed, as the fruits of inereased education. 1 must reman sceptical,
as 10 any real and abiding wood, if there 15 any deliberate attempt
at acknowledzing its sufficiency apant from the fear of God and the
kunowledge of the Gospel. It is clear, however, that inan establish-
ment like this, supported by the public funds, and admitting
persons of varions communions, there mnsl be some medification of
fath provided—some compromise allowed,  And there are more
who suay be in consequence inclined 1o refuse their co-operation
becanse they canuot have the entire manazement in ther own
Iowds, and everythung at their own wilt. We caunol, however,
stand ~till 5 we must be doing something for the eduacation of the
peoples and I conceive that iUis our wisdom 10 do it patritically
as best we can with the nieans offered to us.  And while 1 protest
aminst the ignoring relizion, asthe basis of all sound education,
while at all tines and on all occasans 1 shall reiterte that protest,
aid accept the present argamzation, not as in itseif the best, bt the
best attainable one 3 and while, by the armngements provided. we
seek to bring all the students in the school into some direct conncec-
tions with their ciergymen amd under specific reagious irunmg. 1
and those who act with me will endeavor, as far as any small por-
tion of the task mnay depend wpon us, iu all zoad faith, 10 waork out
for the benefit of thic Lower Province the objects of this institution.
You. cir. and the other gentlemen who have been mtercsted m for-
mine this institntion, have, I well aware, wished to do justice
o tie work we have. duriny the last three years, when the 2round
wits quite unnccupicd, been trying to accomplizh in our own Nonmal
and Model School in Bonaventure Street; nd it would have been



