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Leipzig, probably better known to English scholars than any other living theo-
logian in Germany, thoroughly evangelical in his teaching, and beauuful and
consistent in his life, recognizes the fact that Ssbbath-keeping in England and
America has been an undoubted blessing, but he urges no sech observance on
the part of his own countrymen.  He holds that the Mosaic laws touching the
Sabbath have been abolished.  The loving Chrisuan will, however, set apart
Sunday. or a portion of it, to commumoraie the gicat event of Christ’s rising
from the dead. But thcn. he would say, S.nurday should be also in some
degree holy ; it commemorates God's rest irom the work of creation, and the
Saviour’s rest in the grave. To him the vne day can scarcely claim greater
sanctity than the other.  As we look for the fimt of the seed thus sown, we
may well turn and question this view of the insutution of the Sabbath.  Pass
a Sunday in 2ny one of w:e cities of Germany, and the facts force themselves
on the mind. A mere handful of people go to church. possibly three or four
per ceat. The day is in fact a holiday. except to the men and women con-
nected with places of amusement and entertiinment, and to a good many
whose emplovers will not forgo the profits of tius day of rest. Ihx. strects are
crowded with pleasure scekers as on 1o other day. T'he mechamc or shop.
keeper is taking his family for a wauk in the park, where they sitin some beer-
gwrden sipping “their beer and listening 10 the special music furmshed for the
d'!) The theatres, oo, are offuring The choivest programime of the weck.

If a fair is o be ‘n.ld in the town, the ()puun-' day is Sunday, and even the
pastors of churches are know = 1 sometinies change the hour of worship that
devout worshippers may witness the grand procession opening some festive
week.  Yes, these are the doings of thousands of chuveh members, but then,
church membeiship in Germany is mainly an aflair ot the intellect and carnies
with it few responsibilities.  To the boy, it is 2 putting away of childhood ; to
the giv), the libeny 1o wear long dresses and enter soucty.

What of the Sunday as obscsved by the small circle of believing Chns-
tians ?  An incident fiom pursonal expericnee may hest diustrate. In Berlm,
I attended an ordinary Sunday cvening mocting of the Y.0M CAL of that eny,
one of the best of these associat ons in all Germany.  After signing my name
in the visitors’ book I entered the roo o of mecting, already well fillca with
an audience, most of whom were young men.  The exercises had not yet
begun, and the members seated round small tables were engaged m cheertul
conver-ation.  Mmestall were sipping huge glasses of ther favonite beverage
—Dbceer; many were smoking ; and sumce were decpin the mysteries of ches
and draughts.  Sorpure mvdos duceratad the walls, the uniformay bung
broken l)v one mrd over the desk, bearmg the legend, “Smnkm-' 15 ne t allowed
during the service.”  Soam the President took the denk, and giving outl a
kymn it was sung as Gormans only sing; prayer was nﬂ'ucd a sclection
from Scripturc u:\d and an camest cx.m s liwal discourse wcarhcd based
on a verse of the Bivle.  An intaival then fullomd for seeia? wcrcourse, such
as had preceded these exercises.  Qther hymns were afiersards sung, and the
mecting finally closed with prayer. It was a sight such as 1 had never expect-
ed 10 see, yel no spectator could deteet any show of insincerny in the wor-
ship they offered, and ne sense of mcongruity cver supgested atsell 10 them.
Atall cvents, one must acknuwledge it was a vasly better way y of passing the
Sunday cvening than going to the theatre, where otherwise these young men
would likely have been found.



