
24 KAOX GOLLEGE MONTHL Y.

one is aware of the use of the acrostic ina the ijuspired Word, but
before -noticing its appearance in the book under consideratioa, 'it
-may be weIl to follow Dr. Bullinger in his brief reference ta itÈ
use ina other books of the Bible, quating often bis identical words.

There are at least twelve exanmples of this aiphabetical
arrangement in the -OId Testament. Three of these-Ps. cxi.,
cxii., and Lamn. iii.--are perfect ahd complete, every line marked
bv its initial letter being in regular aiphabetical arder. Ten
others are less complete, viz.: Ps. ix. and x, xxv., xxxiv., xxxvii.,
cxix., cxlv.; Prov. xxxi. 10-31 ; Lam. i., ii., and iv. Th--se
acrostic Scriptures have marvelaus peculiarities, and the mast
wonderful order is observed in .the length and arran~gements of
the stanzas and limes.

Coming now ta the book of Esther, Dr. Bullinger tells us that
the namne of Jehovah is given four times ini au acrostic form. The
Massorah has a rubrick calling attention to this fact ina these
four passages; and three ancient manuscripts have been dis-
covered by Dr. Ginsburg, and used by him in editing the new
Hebrewv text- of the Old Testament, in which 'these letters are
written in larger characters and in a more pramninent form, sa
that the Hebrew reader af the book would .çee the word Jehovah
four timnes, while the Gentile hearer who could flot read it wauld
not hear the sacred Namne which revealed the secret influences at
work. Thiere is abundant proof, continues aur autharit, that
these acrostics are no mare the mere work of-man than are the
acrostics irn other parts of Scripture Though sa clearly indi-
cated in the Massorah, and thaugh confirmed by these manu-
scripts, they have been hitherto cornpletely unnoticed both by
successive editars of the Hebrew Scriptures and by Biblical cana-
rnentators and students generally.

The following facts are given introductory ta, the examina-
tian of the bearing and teaching of these acrostics:-

r. The word Jeho,.ah in the Hebrew, like the word LORD ina
E-aglisb, consists of four letters, (J,H,VH,) 'Which, when written
as in Hebrew, are read froin right ta left

2. Ina each acrostic, the four words forrning it are conreaidve, and in
each case, except the first, they formn a complete sentence.

3. As ta their construction, there are not two alike; but each one
is arranged differently froan the other three; wbile

4, Bach is uttered by a different speaker. The first by Memucan,


