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It is greatly to be desired, however, that the Army will not so flatly
refuse advice kindly proffered to it by men of as great carnestucss of
spirit as its own officers, of much deeper acqu?inmnce with India, her
languages, her religions, and her people, :fnc! with a much Ionger mis-
sionary experience. The true friends of missions believe that the Army
has a place in missionary work, that it ﬁtands for some valuable
principles. Some of them agree with Mrs. Keer that *‘ sad harm has
been done to converts by missionaries who taught natives European ways,
A harvest of extravagance and worldliness is now being reaped in native
Christian circles in cities, directly traceable to this mistake.” The Army
stands for neglect of hampering conventionalities, for the instinct of vie.
tory, for simplicity of method, for the need of a present and complete
salvation from sin, for an indigenous, sclf-denying, self-supporting, sclf-
extending Christian organization. It needs to be careful, however, lest
its divine impulse degencrate into martisl enthusiasm ; its sclf-sacrifice
into self-satisfied and pharisaical asceticism. It should work with the
other missionary societies rather than as their competitor and antagonist.

It should beware of mistaking a change of clothing or of seng and dance
for a living faith m Chuist. It should inquire whether much of its mili-
tarism is not as Euvropean as the ways of which Mrs. Keer complains, and

is not likely to be as fruitfal of harm. It is felt by many, also, that the
Army needs in India wiser and stronger management. The discipline of
the Army needs to be better adapted to the needs of the country, and
there seems to have been wanting that harmony of view among its Euro-
pean officers which is the condition of the fullest blessing of God.  Many
friends and bhelpers of the Army’s work, also, have been mable to sup-
press a feeling of regret at the boastful tone of ““ Bebold their Walls ;2
and while they pray that the Army’s work may be ever more and more
successful in every land, they do mot fail *o add the petition which has
been the strength of the Moravian Church, * From the unhappy desire of

being great, good Lord deliver us.”’
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The present century is wesiering to its close. It has been, by com-
mon consent, the very culmination of all the centuries, prolific beyond
previous conception in all ficlds of hnman activity. It has Leen also a
century in which the Divine hand has made itself felt as never since the
apostolic era. It has been a century of opportunity. It has Leen a cen-
tury of expansion. It has been a century of intensive religious experi-
ence, too, as well as of extensive missionary operation. It rose upon a
world Iying in the shaduw of desth. Darkness was upon the face of the




