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It is a pieasiiîg proof of sinccrity that laudfabie efforts are Leine mnade
in this latter direction, at feiv instances of whiiulî are lucre given. In Chiba
prefecture two ehiurchies have licen built reeentlv, largcly with funds con-
tributed by native (iîistuîus. Onue wyas ut. Togane village, wlierc Chris-
tianýitv was iiitroduticedl about tlirve years ago Ly the Evangelicai Associa-
tioln. 'Neariy fiftv souls luaving beeiu brouglut froun death unto life, these
feit thie lived o>f a ehuiirch ilig and contributeul over twvo hiundred yen

(coa~)towvurc its cost. At thie other î>haoe te iiueners contrihuted
over live li(uIdred yen.

Aîuing thc rport of ina-Iive contributions for the cause of mtisiSonls iS

one froin the Orpltan hloie at Okzavamna froin -'.r. Ishiil Juji, the "' George
MXerof the O)rienit." 'l'le substance is " We send thlis 81.50 as the

fruit of tuie mlissioliary Society witi the orplianagc, to be applied toward
inissini e\lleuise.. ht is tie tithie (if the gains of tiie tratle departnient,
.111L miley obtiuued by selliig waste upers, 'anîd sounte Portion of thc
nuorîecy given to the childrcn by Mr. Ishiil, besides bis owui contribution.''
Anîd hiere is the sotil-stirriing report of the lieroie deeds of stîîdents i the
Kobe Girls' ScIîool, who lîad just contributed to the inissionary cause, and
finding thieinselves without uîîeaxs to contriluute to the surnîner school,
"tlîey preferred to take Sait (wvitl tîjeir rice) instead of any other side

food for thecir breakfast, so as to enaible theni to conitribute."
Mi'eni we liave luad " seif-denial wveek"' auiiîgic flic ]i'7tiniai churches

(Coligrcgational), the resuits of wvhieh have been suicli as to mniakc the plan
%vortliy of wvidesliread imitation. A Cihristian youngr lady ivas about to bc
inarried at flic tinie duringy whvichi a cliurch. vas being buit for lier cowure-
gation. Being an eariîest Christian, she vihd~ery muchi to contribute
also, and not being vcry welI to do, suie persuaded tiiose conerîed to,
,,llow lier Io dress so iuhel mnore plainly for the wedding and give flic
balance tco the chiurcli. Tlie steps just takexi by the Methodist Episeopai,
Canada Methodist, and other cliuireles at tixeir recently ]ueld conferences,
ail look toivard developing self-support aînongr Japanese Cliristians. The
opinion of diec Japffnese leaders xuîay be gaugcd froin tlic following inter-
ance of Rev. -Iiraiwa, of the Canada 'Methodist Clîurch "AltlioughI
somne ascribc tlue cause of the present nprosperous condition of the Japan-
ese Cliurelh to the conservative reaction or the ' New Theolo3gy,' I tflitk it
is due to the wvant of an independent, and seif-sacrificing spirit. We have
hail, iii Japan, tlîrc periods i xnissionary work. Fîrst, the period of
muissionaries ; second, the period of the risc of tlîe spirit of e.vangelizatioîî
and thir<l, flie period of its decliuîe. In the second period, frorn 18-5
ail wcre fil1edu witlî tie xnissionary spirit. Mien no one (native worke-r)
got ten yen puer ixîontlu, the bcst beiiug satisfied witlî six or seven. Puring
the vcar 1 882-83 the Kurniai Ciîurclîcs increased wonderfully inlu inbers,
risingr froin eit liundred axîd fifty-tNvo to twenty-fivc luundrcdl membens,
in one veur. Afterward cierks, rice.field laborers, and others made retl
sacrifices to support the pastors iwith thi;rty yen per rnonth, but as these
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