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Chinese are ratiier gardeners thian f4rmers), hbis are terraccd to thecir suni-
mits, and in the Central and Soutiern Provinces the soi] will produce. thrce
cr-ops a year. In nmany parts of the Empire one acre of land is sufficient to
support a family, and the happy possessor of five acres is ;n affluent
circunistances. Judged by her resources, China is prc-eminently a great
( ountry.

3. Populatioiz.-Thie population of China is, beyond ail question, enor-
mous, itconst.ittng by far the greatcst assemblage of human beings, using
one speech, ever congregated under one monarch." AccorC ýng to the
lowest estimate the population of China is one fourth of the human race,
six times as many people ýas there are in the entîre 'United States-
350,000.000 seuls, men %%,ith moral accountability, intellectual activity,
and immortal destiny. It is a nuzuber inconceivable ini its vastness. se
great that it staggers the imagination. Think of it Christian men and
women!1

4. Azntiquity.-Cbinia is unique in lier antiquity. ler authentic bis-
tory dates back more thian 4000 years-303 years subsequent to the deluge,
47? years before the death of Noab. If you wvere to undertakze te, write the
lxistory of China you would have to take the tenth c«h'apter of Genesis for
the llrst chapter of your history of the wonderful sons of Hiam. It is a
nation hoary with antiquity and inarv'eIIous ini its preservation. Egypt,
A.ssyria, ]3abylon, Persia, Greece, Roule, ýail the great nations of ý-nuiquity,
arose, flourislied, cntercd the charnel-bouse of depa-rtcd empires and there
iuouldcrcd into ahnost utter forgctfulness, and China alone romains of
them al; and from proscrnt indications she is destined to, go on down
througb the centuries. Why this roarvellous preservation ?

II. The greatest probleni before the Church of Christ to-day is the
conversion of China.

It is an extremcly difficult, task. No one wvho lias lived ana workedl
amongr the Chirese w'ould minimize iL; and yet there are some people who
-%vould have uis believe that the cvancelization of the Chinese is an unneces-
sary and presumptuons task. They say "The Chinese are good enough ;

" They are v'astly suiperior in civilization and morality to rnany other
heathen nations ;"' " Let theni alone. Keep your meddlesomne and fanati-
cal mnissicinarics at home and give theni work amuong the slums of New
York ;" " They are perhiaps better off in their beliefs than wo are ini
ours."1 Let uis sec.

1. ,doral condition. -WIat is the moral condition of the Chinese
people î It is nîost accurately described by St. Paul ini that Nwonderful
first chapter of bis Epistie to the Romans. That terrible description of
human depravity i. -o libel upon hunlan nature. The black pictuire is not
ovcrdrawn. It is truc to the life. JIcatlien character is no botter to-day
than it wias in the tume of St. Paul. It is ivorse, for there is no suceli
things as stand-still in vice. Iu the mission withi whicli Iam connected,
it was nccessary a fcw ycars Iigo to tear down one of the mission bouses,,


