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hunnan intellect ns a divinoly cmnanated essence.
The marc knowledge of unexplained fiiots la by no
mienus calculated te' satisfy a thinkiug seul wv1iclî
grasps eagerly every form, of trath and beauty,
the possession of whichi niay assimulate it to the
Great Ideal. Those God-evolved aspirations for
a dloser rolatiouship and a more perfect know'Iedge
of himnself werc nover planted in the human soul
without correspouding reucas beiugr provided,
whereby they niight, ln a iniasuro, ho gratified.
Juto ail the works of his hand, the Creator bas
entered Iargely, and to man Fle bas given the
power of extracting froin everythiurg aronnd himn
already existing truths, bnt lins reserved exclus-
ively for biinself the grand prerogrative creation.
So, as far as it is compatible witli Hi-s will and ns
far as the funite mmid is capable of conception,
màn finds open te hlmi various sources of knowv-
Iedge. In the accumulation of this soul-ivettlthi
hie is net a M~ere passive recipiont, but an active
agent.

The senses are the principal chiannels throughi
-wlich a knowktýî1e of exterual thingys is commun-
icated, and by tbe wvorking of the fluer powers
within ail information thus obtained may bo im-
proved and- expanded. Heuce it follows that
observation is a primo source of kuowledge.
Facts acquired by carefui observation ferra the
foundation oni whicli the mind huilds a more
subtie stracture by theo process of reasouiugc. The
construction. i8 like the chiseliug of a statue, the
intellect working as the sculptor on the rough

1materitil thus preseuted, briuging out in fuill
relief by its fine and powerful strokes the perfect
forni hidden in the .hitherto unwieldy mass. ýo
that neither the senses nor the mind can work
indepeudent of ecd otber. Takze as illustration
the case in rhieh a pùrson, from. birili deprived of
the senses of sigbht and hearing afterwards becomes
possc5sed of them. We flnd that his knovledge of
the exterual wvorld is very. erude and iaiperfect,
aud lus Mdens of righit and wrong flot ]ess se. On
the other baud where the seuses are perfect, but
the Intellect elouded, ne outward circumstaucos
eau yield whlen not subjeeted to the erder and
classifieâttion of au active and '«cll discipliaed
Mimd. It becomes therefore a part of man's duty

-to exorcise eaeh separate function of the mmnd and
render profitable ail acquisitions by storing- them.
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in a irt7i ivliose Meention will gulard Uts treasures
Nvith, fxdelity.

In pursuit of education '«o are apt to give an
undue proininence to books, and thus depend too
imuch on othors and neg-leet our owvn resources.
Not that their -vorth is te bo ignored by any menus.
We are, ivithout doubt, dcoply indebted to the
literaturo of thoe present and of past ages, still,
books are not creative powers in any seuse, but
merely helps, instruments sulporadded to those

ý_7ithi which the wise pre-vision of nature lins
equipped us. The writer of the first book, nlot
i ispired, liad to depend on bis oivn observation
and experience for matorial, so -%e sC they (Io
not furaish. an original fGuntain of informnation.
But to an earnest thinker wvho ivorks upon a solid
basis they are valuable helps. Takren othcrwiso,
thieir mission is &lhort lived, affordiug only sucli
pleasure as is drawn froma themn at thc time of
perusal.

Bacon says of' studios, they perfect nature and
are perfected by experience, for they teachi not
their own use but that thero is a wisdom, without
and above tbiei -%von by observation. Hiistories,
lie says, mal<e meu wise, poots witty, mathemna-
tics 'subtie, niatural pbilosophy deep, moral grave,
logicp and rhetoric able to contcnd. But they
niust Fave a Wrc'iable foundation on wçhicli to
establisli thieir -%7!sdom, subtility and gravity,
capacity for deep sonudings, and a disciplinect
mmid fromi *ivich to dr-av a lUne of arguet
When lie used the terni man lie did not mean a
moere moving machine who accepts as naturaT
iequenccs ail conclusions presentcd to hlmii, but ài
rational, and responsible being holding deep con-
verse -%vitit the works of the universe.

.&nothor mnusffl of entering into t ho rogion of
iife's possibilities la through, th e power of intuition
-the quick motelcss, oye of' the soiul-,wlichl
recognizes immediatoly the divine fitncss of things.
Knowledgo thus obtained, actinge on tbat already
possossodl, is ti. Drigin of the laws ivhich govcrn
the moral nature, and wliich, if obscr-ved, eclucate
and invigorate th e faculties and capacitate us for
receiving., and understanding loftier truthai, ana. fits
us butter for the performance of the higlier duties
-%vliicla invariably follow the faitliful fulfilinent of
the lower.
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