CANADA TEMPERA

merly been intemperate, then indecd wonld the question bz op.
posite, and sequire to be carefully considered.

In conclusion, I cannotresist the temptation of giving an extract
from a letter which 1 have received from a Iighly revered cmree. !
pondent on the subject, some of whose idcas I have alrcady
approprinted. . . .

He, Subscriber, says, the phrase ¢ fruit of the vine' is fieura.
tive, and that if taken liberally it wonid mean the grape ttself?
Why s0? .
itself roallv, literally, the fruit of the vine, and the principal or
best part of its rwt 7 The grrape, with all it containg, sohd and
fluid, the one as really as the other, 1e certamly the fruit of the
vine. But the fermanted juice, or what he would c.@l wine, pro.

tly speaking, is not. the frait of the vine, because it contains a
deadly thing which the vire never produced. Yt he says, in
reference to the good argument you desired, I need only refer !
to the institution of the Supper,” that is, T suppoee, to the phrase
“ fruit of the vine” I think it would be better for him to have
smd, I can only refer, &c. instead of saying, ¢ T need only,” &~
For could he really think that this only, or ol itself is a gonid
argument, or angy argument at all. [t just amounts to this. The
juice of the grape is not the fruit of the vine, unless, or until, it be 1
fermented 5 therefore the fruit of the vine is a fizurative expression,
proving alcoholic wine to have been used in the Supper!!!
Truly, if the church belicved this snce the days of the apostles,
she must have been very willing to beheve som: things without
examiting mto thesr nature or evidence; and it is high time that
we should enquire what do the Seriptares teach, rather than what
did, or docs the church believe.

There isanother strange crror in the article of the Subseriher.
He scems to think that the nature of the contents of the cup in
the Sapper, depends on the quantity whick men drink of it ; and
as he cannot believe that a real Christian would drink to intoxica.
tion, therefore the cup, though contaiming alcohelic wine, is not
intoxicating. Ile may as well say that if a man do not drink as
much of a cup containing poson, as will cause his death,
thercfore the cup 1s not to be called poisonous.”

I requested first a single good reason for the use of intoxica-
ting wine at the Lord’s Supper, and sccond, to be informed as to
the Scriptural designation of an article admitted to have been in
common use in Palestine, viz., the boiled juice of the grape.
Subscriher must, I think, from the forgoing considerations, admut
that he has failed in either case to comply with my request ; will
he or any other supporter of the present practice ublige me by
again undertaking the task? If no one do so, I intend to show
that, if the Scripture famishes no good reasons for using fermented
wine, very strong arguments may there be found on theother side
of the question.

1 am, Dear Sir, your most obedicnt servant,
Joux DovgaLL.
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Is not the juice of the grape, as well as the graps |
I

Montreal, July 6, 1844.

Family Temperance.

0 leave the sparkling wine.cup bright,
From whencedread evils grow,

Aund seek the fountain of delight,
Whence health and vigor fiow.

The mail’ning wine-cup cannot sootho
The dronping spinv’s grief,

Kor closer bind the ties of love.

Or give the soul retief.?

It is believed that the subject of family temperance has
ngt received that attention in the great reformation, which
its importance demands. Individuals, to vast extent, have
signed the pledge ; while comparatively few families-have
adopted it as a family ordinance, signed and sealed as their
heraldry, their publicly avowed and distinguishing charac-
teristic. A few consideraticns only are needed to show its
importance. .

arst.—It is through family influence thatintemperance
has been chiefly fostered and spread. Individual habit has
done much to perpetvate and extend the evil; but little
very little compared with the provision of infoxicating
drinks made in family diet; in the labours of the work-
shop and field; as a family medicine ; for social parties ;
in the greetings ot frendship, and the rights of hospitality. |
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The father has given the intoxicating cup to the son;
the mother to the daughter. Every guest has heen wel-
comed by it to their dwelling. It has been the universal
panacea for all ills; has ushered the new-horn baba
inte the world; been the crown and glory of each suc-
cessive marriage festival, and the soluce of mounets as
father, mother, and child, have been ldaid in the gave.
The wonder i<, that in the family diinking usazes of the
country, drunkenness has not increased a huandred fold.
Family temperance drives at once and forever the curse
from under the roof. It cuts the great sinews of the de-
vouring monster ; and, if perfected, would soon put an end
to all his desolations,

Second.—Family temperance sceures the younz. <« [o
is a chip of the old block,” is an adage applied, alas! to

jmany a poor boy; born, unfortunately, in a drunkards

home. And who could expect it to be otherwise 7 ¢ [ will
drink,” he says, ¢ for father drinks; and what he does,
cannot be wrong.”” The moderate drinker flatters himse!f
that his child will only walk in his footsteps ; but alas?! he
soon finds that, while he holds by the summit. the boy, bo!-
der than himself, has dashed downward to the bottom of the
guiph. Temperance training will secure the younz. Why 1
Because they respect their father and mother.  They vene~
rate their connsels. They are proud of their example.
With no natusal appetite tor liquor, under the power of no
evil custom or fashion, a kind influence exerted day by
day under the parental roof, a decided expression by
patents of their detestation of the intoxicating cup fro-
quent cxplanations of its conaection with poveity, mur-
dery roin of body and soul, and an exhibition of the sin
and dcbasement of the drunkard growing out of mo-
derate drinking—all accompanied wilh consistent ex-
ample, will almost invariably result in the entire security
which the most anxious parent can desite. A certain
mother trembling for her childven, in whom a love of the
mtoxicating cup had already been engendered by family
usages; offered each a reward if they would taste” nothing
stronger than water for a year. They gathered around her
with a tender affection, spurned her reward and said,
¢ Mother, if it is your wish, we will drink nothing else
while we live.»

Third.—Family temperance is a sccurity for domestic
peace, family thrift, and family piety ! Itis an old ques-
tion, ¢ Who hath woe ? who hath sorrow ? Who hath con-
tention ? who hath babblings? who hath wounds without
cause 22 Not the cold water family, And who ¢ come to
poverty 2 Who desecrate the Sabbath?  Who blaspheme
God 2% Let the ¢ stone out of the wall, and the beam out of
the timber answer.”> There may be peace, and thri‘t, and
piety, where there is wine ; but the wine forms no security
for either; through other influences they may existin spite
of it; hut to-morrow may determine the whole, and sweep
all away as with the besom of destruction. It has done it
in the fairest families of the land ; it may do it again. To
the absence of intoxicating drink more than anything else,
the society of Friends have owed their peace and thrift.
The temperance family is freed from unnatural excitement
and angry feuds, is moderate in its desires, industriousin its
pursuits, anxious for truth. Self-zovernment is its lead-
ing feature: and governing itself, it readily submits to
the government of God. Hence temperance families are
those who reverence the Sabbath, become extensively
the subjects of revivals, and live and die as heirs of
heaven.

Fourth.—Family temperance exerts a wide and salutary
influence. Families are governed by families. The ques-
tion is not so much in a neighbothood what an individual
does, as what a family does. Does this family give wine ?
Did Mrs. G. have it at her puty 2 Was it seen at Mis.
F’s. on New Year’s day 2 Would Mr. and Mrs. L., when
they call, feel it as much an insult to have us offer them
intoxicating drink, as something that corrupte morals and



