I own that such an arrangement would pivo me much

serves. Remembor that, although thisis a question

.endowments in land, and very large compulsory pay-
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CLERUY RESERVES, CANADA,

‘The Earl of Derby prosented soveral petitions fromn
{‘anada against any interference with Clorgy Reserves,
and at some lenyth supported the prayer of the petition-
ers. ‘Thonoble lord concluded by laying the potitions
on the table, and carnestly entreating their londslups
attention to tho subjert  Tho principal passage in hae
lordship's speech was to the following eftect :—1I speak
witha full senso of the gravity of the alternative, when
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I say thatit in truth it be the desire of the peoplo of
Canada that they should exerciso a wholly indepeadent
posver of legislation—that they should in no respeet be
checked by the authority of the Crownor by the inter-
position of Parliament—I say that it is far better to
adnut that principle frankly, and at onco relieve the
Minister of the British Crown from a nominal and often
a very painful responsibility, openly to declare that
over the legislation of Canada Parliament should ex-
«rei no influence, and refuso to go through the faree,
as it would then be, of adviving tho Crown by arespon-
«ble British Minister to avont to or withhold its assent
from any specific weasure.  Admit the independenco
of Canada, and if that colony still remain connected by
the uo of the throne with this country, in that case Yot
e distinetly asserted that the Crown acts on the advice,
not of the lmperial, but of tho Colonial Legislature, and
that you stand towards Canada in the same relation in
which you stood during the last reign towards fIanover.

i:auge for regret; but I say 1t would bo far prefosable
10 that doubtful position in which you at present staud,
while yow affect to axercise a control which yon darv
not really exercise, and are responsible, for measures
whick, whether or not you approve of them—swhether
ot not they be in violation of your plighted faith, of the
guaranjces given by the Crown, and of the rights of
property~—vou hold yourself buund to aszent to, on the
Lroad and general principle that the colanists are ho
Bsest judges of their own affairs, and that from that to
which the Legislature of the colony las acceded a
Minister of the Crowa in this country is not justified in
witbholding hissanction. In apecuniary point of vivw,
no doubt, the results of such a soparation would be very
groat. With regard to the continuance of friendly
relations betwoen the two countries I still should not
d.mpnir;but these relationg might be maintained and
upheld—uay, perhaps, they might even be improved
—=by the absence ¢f a nominzl control ; and if the pro-
vince desired to place atself in that poswion, I for one
should not be the person to withhold the assent of Par-
Uatdent from it.  Dut as tong as tho province remains
a province—as long as.the Minister of the Crown is
chgeged with the vindication of the rights of Brtsh
sutilects—as long as Parliatnent reserves any porton of
the colonial logislation in its own hands, and maintains
tle rights of British subjects guaranteed by that legisla-
tion—so long, whatever may bo the hazard, I would not
be a party to assent to the sacrifice in Canada of thoso
righls, or to ollow any interference there with regand
1é {Le rights of property which I would not sanction in
1his country—which I would not sanction with regard
{8 fhic rights of tho Chureh of Scotland, or of the Church
of freland, or with regard to the guararteed rights
of any portion whatever of the people of tho
Tnited Kingdom. Do not flatter joursclves that
$¥'vou pass thisbill you will avoid fature controversy.
T beheve you will, on the contrary, perpetuate and ag-
gravate and embutter religious discord by empowering |
tBe Colonial Legislaturo to deal with those Clergy Re-

‘which, mainly applies to the people of Upper Canada,
thiege are in the province of Lower Canada very large

ments enforced by law, in aid of the Roman Catholic
clergy. That property and those rights rest on a
footing not one whit more strong (hear, liear) than
those Clergy Reserves (cheers). The two noble dukes
opposite (the Duke of Nowcastle anil the Duke of
Argyll wo believe) cheer that obsarvation. Do they
foresee then—do they believe it possible—that, with tho
sancticn of her Majesty’s Government, thoe principle of
seqularisation once introduced, the Protestant majority
of Jpper Ganada and the Protestant minority of Lower
Canada will b satisficd with the assertion of that prin-
ciple—and that there shall bo no dominant Cburch—
that all parochial and all territorial reserves appropria-
tet!for the purposes of the Protestant clergy shall be
s-calarised and converted to other purposes?  Aad
+i0 gury believe that the same body, with this sanctivn
onsps part of the Legislature and of her Majesty's
txarerument, wil tawmely submit to the continned ca-

dowment of tho Roman Catholic Church with enor-
mons revonues, astho only cutlowed Church, after you,
tho British Parllamont, shall have sanctioned tho cunfis-
cation of the only provision which your ancestors made
for the conservation of the Protestant worship among
the P'rotestant pottivns of tho colony  Ifrom that mo-
ment there will aviso bitter feuds for the afienation and
confiscation of tho provision made for tho Roman
Catholic Church in Lower Canada; from that moment
all tho diflerences of race and croed aro brought into
imwediate contlict,

Thoe Duke of Areyll(Presbyterian) ound that under
the present armngement the Roman Catholies in Upper
Canada had o considorably larger share of theso funds
than the whols nnited Preshyterian body and the Wos-
leyan Methodists put together. It was imposrible that
such a settlement should by considered as a permanent
and ierosoeabloone, 1o deeirgd to attract tho atten
tion of the toble earl (s a statement wade in the ma-
morial of the Bishop ot Quebee, whom he (the Duke
of Argyli) (elt acsured the nobly earl would consider
an autharity upon that question. At the conclusion of
that meworial that rev, prelate said, * With reference
to thosodivisions lis Excelleney's meworinl is beliaved.
When ho eays members from Lowor Canada repre-
senting Ruman Catholic interests are digposed to treat
with hestility the Protestant endowments of the western
provineg, the members generally are anxious to regard
the queation as one proper to Canada West, on account
of thu greater sinko that exists for the lavger propor-
portion af Protestant inhabitants.”  Thus, the majority
of members in Jower Canada were stated by that
areat Protestant awthority to have voted, not as against
tho interests of the Pretestant clergy—~not irom any
fecling of rivalry—but because they thought that the
members of Upper Canada, voting by a nmjority in
favour ot that measure, should Le supported by their
brethzen from the Lower Provinces. LThe statement,
with respect to the motives which influenced the mem-
bers of Canada—namely that should a change of opin-
ion takc place in Upper Canada, members in the
Lowur Provines would support that majority, and aot
interfere with or disturd the Protestants of the former
province in thu cndowments which they possessed—
was confirmed by a portion of the speech of the nuble
carl opposite.  1f the Protestant reserves were secular-
1sud thero might bo a great dusiro to put the Ruman
Catlwlic Church in Lower Canada upon an altercd
footing, and therefors be contended that it was the
opniun of the majority of the I’rotestant inbabitants of
Upper Canada that thoso reserves should be maintained
upon their present footing or redistributed jn certain
other proportions, but still confined to purely religious
purposes, it was extremely proper that, influenced by
thosc motives thoy should be supported in their resis-
tance to sceulsrisation by the Rouan Catlolics of the
Lower Province.  He had no hesitation in declaring,
as a tnember of the Charch of Scotland, that, Le the
interosts of the Cburch in Canada what they wmay,
they should be represented only by their own repre-
sentatives of the province of Canada.

The Earlof Desart said that he thonaht a very cr-
roncous opinion provailed in this country, that, in op-
posing tho wish of ths Legislature of Cadada . their
‘lordships would-be opposing-the-general-feclings of the
Canadian people. Ho did mot think that such would
bo at glt the case.  On the contrary excluding the in-
habitants of Lower Cankda, which he nutintained they
had right to o, inasmuch as the nomber of* the Roman
Catholics wero greater-than the:number of Protestants
in the proportion of 75,000 to 50,000—and that that
majority had no interest in the question—it would be
found that, in acting in opposition to the desires of the
Cenadian Legistatnre, they wero not opposing the will
of the people of that cquntry. In thy Assembly of
Upper Canada, upon the authority of Archdeacon Be-
thune, it appears that thero was but a majority of one
in favor of the abrogation of the rettlement of 1840.
e (the Earl of Desart) did' not mean to Jay great
stress upon that point, but hothought that was a ques-
tion whero the British Government srere bound to wain-
tan tho settlement made by them, at the request of the
Canadians themsclves, and aceepted by that colony as
final settlement.

‘Tho Bishop of Kxeter said the Duke of Arpyll ap-
plied the word *sacrilege” to the confiscation of the
Clergy Reserves, and ho would again ask if the British
Parliament would consent to any measure for sucha
purpose ? e would siill continue to apply the word
sacrilege in the same way in which ke had on a former
oceamon used it; but it was notto be inferred from
that that he was rot ready to acquicsee in a measure
fot the redistribution: of the Canada Clergy Rescrves.
e might resist such a measure, but certainly not upon
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tho grounds of its beinga sacrilege. A broach of
faith ho shoull consider it, and n violation of tho
coronation oath , but most certainly not an sct of sacri-
lege.

Tho Bishop of Oxford eaid ho had for many years
taken a very deep interest in the welfare of the Colonial
Church, and Lad fong Leen on terms of pegsonal inter-
; coursu with the right rev. prelates at prescat at the head

of tho Cliurch in Canada, and it was with no small regrot

that ha felt compelled to como to a conclusion upon the
| question beforo them the reverso of that at which those
right rev. prelates hiad artived.  ‘The first considera-
tion which had lud him to the conclusion to which ho
had comn was, that in the caso of the Parliament of
Canada requiring, nota confiseation of the Clerpy
Resorves, but ealling upon the Imperial Parliament (o
give to them the power of dealing with them them-
selves, he peredived a claim of justice, in wheso way, bo
thought, no question of era expediency should stand
The Government o this country had given, or profes-
sed to give, to Canada, a power o settling her own
internal affuirs; and they were bound in justico to
admit the claims o the colonists to doal with any mat.
ter which concerned their own afluirs, unless it could Lo
shown that it was a matter of imporial interest. ‘Lho

nohlo earl had argued that the Jnpérial Lesislature of
' 1791 had so completely dealt with that question that it
woulu bu unjust now to interfere with the setilement
which had then been made., Now, the very terms of
the Act wero inconsistent with such a conclusion. Idut
the noble carl liad quoted the opinions of the judges in
favour of his view of tho case. e (the Bishop of Mx.
ford) must beg their lordships to remember that that
| opinion of the juwlges had been delivered, not on what

were the abstract rights of that property with regard to
which they were to legislate, but what were the par-
ticular powers of the Colonial Parliament under the
existing Legislature. By their recent dealing with that
property they had put the Colonial Parliament in tho
sama position in which the Imperial Parliament then
stoo.  There was ono argument, however, which
seemei to him a conclusive one upon that. In 1840
both Honses of Parliament had assented 10 a courso of
legislation, which, upon the principlo of the noble carl
opposite, must have been spoliation and sacrilege. 1t
hind been saidthat so entirely had the property in ques-
tion Leen made the proporty of the Church of Lngland
that it was not compelent for the Gove .. ent of this
country now to deal withit. If so, th: arg opriaqu};
of £1,3C9. per annum fo the Roman s unics was ap
act the most sacrilegious. Tho incasure of 1840, in
his opinion, eflectaally disposed of the arzument drawn
from the legislation of 1791, But the n.4ls carl had
further argued, that baving disposed ot the (_Ifqrqy
Reserves of Canada by that measurs of 1840, and bpy-
ing guaranteed that property (o certain parties, thjs

{ counlry was precluded from further interferences in

councction with it.  On deahng with that as with othgr
subjects, he would say—* Fiat justitia ruat eglum.”
1o was desirous to sce the colonists possess & dirgct
ccntrol over matters in which thay wero so dcéply con-
cerned. Tefthat power be given tothem in the man-
ver in which they would be least Tikely to.abusa it; and
let them not wishold, thrqugh heir apprehensions, a
privilege whichthe colonist Tad afteady a right to enjoy.
He had the strongest hopes that, ifthe people of. Canada
were generously dealf with, their lordships would base
no confiscation in the case of the Clgrey Reserves to
deplore. The way to preventthe colony dealing foql-
ishly with this property was-for thie Ilome Government
to deal gencrously with the colony, By telling tho
colonisis that they would seculariso it, was tho vepy
way to Iead them to think about secularising it. The
question had been considered by the Wesleyan body in
Canada more suo : and they had come to the -concly-
sion that it was not a national but a provincial question,
and without fettering themselyes by any resolution as
to what should be done with the property if they got it,
' they wero unanimous in asking for power to-deal yigh
it, because they considered that as their right. They
coolid never hope for the Chureh to flourish in.the col-
onies asa Church which was to be supported against
their will, and in certain exclusive privileges, by,a
majority in Parliament. Ile sait solemnly that he be-
lieved that the Colonial Church had a great work to Go
in this world. Io believed that with the strength ot
our nation, with its language, its iostitutions and.jjs
prople, she had a chargoe from God of carrying thepus-
est form of His revealed word ihirough ho whole worlyl.
e believed that as a mewber of that Chureh it was
essential that he should do all in his power to frec ber
from cvery fetter that impeded her spiritual work and
disabled Lo for her higheemprise.  He believed from
eaperience that to represent that Charch to the coluntsus
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