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Gle Training and IWevit of he
Iiniotry.

From tho address of the Moderator,
Dr. Laughton, ot the cloro of the Scottish
Freo Church General Assembly, we clip
£0mMo extracts conenrning the nuture aud
end of Theolugical Collegiate Liducdation.

TUE THAINING OF THE MINISTRY.

‘There is one department of the Church’s
work which, directly or indirvectly, bas
occupied much of your thoughts during
this Assembly—the matter, namely, of
theological education—the truining of
students for tho numstry, and the pro-
viston made m our soveral colleges for
this purpose, a matter of vital unportance
to the Church, to our reveral separate
congregatiens, and to every individual
member ot the Church.

Tho velation ot the Church and its
mumstry to the learned seiences and the
culture of the age is a subject at once
intovesting, important, and difficult.
There 18 nothing to be more deprecated

power of God,

But the Chureh mut not be unlearned,
It cannot content hereelf with an illiter-
ate ministry, cunnot turn her back on the
digcoveries of reicnce qr the inve-vivation
of criticism, aud must not attempt to
1gnote thy withewties or obyetions whizh
muy arice e consequeiee, but mu-t Lo
ablo to lovk at thas and dual with ihem
calmly, wisely, ana 1everently, through
tho agencey ot her sehoiurs und professors;
and her ministors should nut bo uninform-
ed or in the duvk in regavd to such sub-
jeots.

It hux been charactesi tic of the Scot-
tish people since the Retormution that
they attach importance to an edudated
ministry,  Those whew thoy nre tolisten
to cvery Sabbath as their ‘nstructors they
expeet to be Lettor informed thun them-
selves in various branches of knowlerge,
both seculay and sacred 1t is & reason-
able demand ; and if the Scottish Church-
es are to maintain their place and influence
among the Seottish people they must be
at more pains thau ever to provide for a
carcful training and thorough in-truction
to thuse who are to occupy their pulpits.

than the separation and estrang t be-
tween faith and science, between religion
and culture, and thero is a danger in this
direction at the present day, an unwhole-
some tendency to jealousy and distrust
on cather side.  Agamnst tgat we have to
be on our guard, A living Church should
not bo an ilhiterate Chuvch. It must not
have to dispense with learning as of no
use to it. All truo knowledge, secular
as well as sacred, should have *¢hoh-
ness to the Lord ” mseribed upon it, and
be sacred 2s an offering on His altar, and
it is-only a hiving Church which can mnke
this highest use of knowledge in all its
brancles.

Uncarned Christians, indeed, may beo
living Christians ; I bless God forat, The
majority of Christians are of necessity un-
Iearned, but that does not militate against
the sonndness of their faith or the reason-
ableness of it. Many like Cowper’s ‘Cot-
tager,”
¢IWeaving at her own door,

Pillow and bobbins all her little store ;

Just, knows and kunows no more her

Bible triic—

A truth the brilliant Frenchman never

knew—

And in that chapter reads with spark-

ling eyes
Her titlt to a treasure in the skies.”
Assuredly the faith of the Christian,
whether learned or unicarned, does not
stand in the*wisdom of man, but in the

- be cated of tod, and taugiy

The education of the people is advancing,
and the education of the ininistry must
advance in proportion.

There was a time, indeed not very re-
mote, when very little was expected of
the minister in many quavters, Hi work
was counted so essy, and vequired so
little strength cither of mind or body,
that the weakest of the family~ the lad
with least energy and capacity - was
thonght good enough to make a minister
but I need scarcely say these were times
of deadness and of Moleratism. The
minijster waa despived beeause his real end
and purpose was not understonl.  Put it
is otherwire now., We neud the very
hest tor the mimstry of the Word ; and
there 13 nothing more encouraging at the
Frcsent da{ {han tne foct that the Church
has not only moro students than ever, but
that some of the most distinguished stu-
dents in our universities are offering them-
selves for the ministry at home or for
missionary work abroad.

Winlo msisting on superior {narts and
superior education as needed in the
present day i a ngher degres than ever
on ths part of those who enter the minis-
try, my brothren, ¥ aw sure, will not
misunderstand me. {*". Jo not forget
that something elso is necded of & higher
kind, A true mumster of thegorpel must

ty Hiw the
something needed, which man canuot im-
part—an unction.from the Holy One to
touch the heart and lips with fire from



