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of ail, of oars in tho rowiocks-a dull,thump- THE INTEIRIRETATION 0F S0lRROW.
ing sound as some fielhermen urged their
boat aiong its way. And stili 1 iistened, MILRD.DIEA.

and wvhat I heard wvasthe sounci of miusiu ; Thero will always be rnysýer*es in sorrow.

andbs the boat carne nearer, there was Men wvill always wonderw~hat it means. It

borne to me across the waves the sound of is impossible with our eari hly limitations to

Singiflg. understand it. Even the stiongest Chris-

Thoso fishermen wvere Christians, and even tian faith wil! have its questions, and many

while tugging at the weary oar in the clark of its questions will have to reniain uilansw%--

and lonely night they were chpprin12 thcm. cred until the horizon of life is %videned aud

selves with the soungs cf Zion. *I have its ligbt hecônles fuller and e1earer inI heav-

cbanged the figure a luiite from David'et val. en. Mauhlhowvever. soine of these

lcyof bc haow.I hvebroghtitfrom questions ta.ay be at Jeast p artiaily answer-

the coutitry down to the sea, but the teach- ed, aud griePf' poignancy in sorne sliglht

ing is the sainir. That song toid upon mne in mneasure alleviatea. And sure.ly no cnxallest

a woiiderfut way. 'I cannot describe howv gleamn of coinfurt should bc withheld from

that -simple music camne ijute me-those the world that needsecnmfort se sorely, and

voices and that sound of the rowing. 1-Thw cries ont for it se bungrily.

the singing changed it ail. Apart from the Human hiearts are the ssmc e-veryw'blere.

singing, that duli thumping on the rowlocks ,Sorrow's expericnces, whiie straugely di-

wouid only have toid me ofhbard. toiiing men verse, are y~et alike in their general features,

tugging at the weary car ; but wvhen the Wherever wve listen to the supprcssed voices

sound of bUe mxusic carne, that duli thurnp of grief, -we hear the same questions. Wa

becaxue a musical beat. and the wvhole of the bas been ans;ver to one, %vill thereforp bc an-

drudgery of their work disappeared. It bc- swer to thousnnds mevre. This la rny ouly

came the musical beat of that song with 'reason for wribing these wverds. Becentiy,

wvUieh bhey lielped themselves, along ln their in o'ne day two le'ters carne tu me from sor-

toilsome tnsk. We are down here in the rowing ones~. with questions. W7hether any

vallcy. WTe are ont here upon -che dark comfort waq given in tUe private answers or

seas of time and sin ; but as I stQod upon net, it may be that the inere stating of the

tlie shore and listened, se God stands upon, questions, u.ith a few sentences concerning

the eternal shore, anc', listens. Sing thie enceh, inay U beiepfui1 to others wbo are car-

Psalrn of quiet u.,tifidence. Singi tUis song rying like burdens.

in the darlzisess and in the nighit. It wili Here is a Chîristian man whboee only son

tell on God, snreiy, as no othier singing does. bas been led away into sinful ccourses,swiftly

There i3 stimething peculiarly .plaintive in descending te the saddlest deptlis. The

singit)g that cornes across the waters. The story is too painfutl to be told. In his sere

wvater takces a soînetking out of it, ancl pubs d istreýs the father, a godiy man, a man of

an exquisite somethina intn it. wcbI can- strng foith, and noble wv:sdoxn, cries ont :

net describe, but whbic" we have ail feit. Se "1W liat is thc comf%,rt even of Christ and the

]et us sing ainid these sens (sf timic and fin. Bible for nie : 'How can I roll this burden

The very wiuds wvilI carry our songe Let of mine- upon God? There are sorne things

us scud across to the gI'eat God who stands thar, even the richest, divincst comfort cau-

upon the shore our quiet psaiin cf hearty not do For one tbing. it cannot take away

cheer. Let it risc in the darkness, and it the itaiet of grief or sorrow. In tUis case, lb

wili tell upon God's car anid tell upou Bis camni t lift off the loving father's heart the

beart as'even thcx rnighty halielujabs round bui d. n c f disappoixîtmenb and anguish, whici.

tbc throne do nct tell. Pull ont this vox lie exp,-îclnces in seeing bis son swept away

hitniana~ stop of thegreat organ, and let God in the currents of temptation. No D)(ssible

hear it as we sing te Hilm this quiet psairn comfort ccii do that, The perfect pcace in

ini thc nighb cf trouble and stormn and adver- which God. promises to kcep those whose

sity, "I will fear no cvii, for Thou art with mind8 are stayed on Huim, le net a painlese

me: Thy rod and Thy staffthey comfort me." peace in any case of suffering. 'rhat crnsh-

Wc shall never be withc'ut cause for praice ; ccl father carnet expect a coinfort which will

not even in the shadowlccs land. make hlm forget bis -%vanderiug, sinning
child, or feel ne more the poignant anguish

Our days cf praise will ne'er bc pasttý which the boy's course causes in his hearb.

Wbile life and thonght and beiDg last, Father-love must Uc destroyed te make sncb

And immortaliby endures." comfortipg possible, and that wvonld be a
sorer calarniby than any sorrew.

lu this quiet, trustful confidence, rnay we The comfert in sncb a grief, is that which

have the Lord coutinuing with us at Hip, cornes througli faith in God even in the sore

Table 1 pain. The child was given te God in his in-


