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WINNIPEG, JANUARY 18, 1897,

COMPROMISING. .

The evils avising from tho effecting of
compwmlm with crediwrs has long besn
recoguized in the commereial world, but two
ofteu no effort has been made to overcome
the difficulty. Last year the jubbers of
Winnipeg endeavored individually and col-
lectively to Pprovent compromises, aud for
sowme time thoy have determinedly adhered
tothis principle, A recent iuatance shows
this. 'Tbe failure of Huover & Co., general
merchants, of Franklin. Man., gave rize to
su offer for & compromise. This firm offered
75 ceuts on the doliar, sesured, but the credi-
torsdcozdedtotetuse it and olose out thy
husiness, In this case it is probable the
jubbers would Have been fineucially ahead
by acceptitg the compromise, but it ¢could
have been done only at the sacrifice ol
priuciple,

Undoubtediy the canse of the many com-
promises in the past, has been the well knowy
fact that it would often pay better to com-
promise with the defsulting firm than to
cluse out the business. When a heavy luss
was in view, there was always & great temp-
tation to violate yriuciple to save as much as
possible from the wreck.,  Jubbers, however,
do well to Jook &t geueral results, rather than
to immediate and direct losses or gains in
this matter of compromize,

Very little can be aaid in defence of com-
promises, and much agaiustit, Oue of the
pnuczpsl pointA which can be urged agaiust
it is, that it is unfair to retailers themselves,
'I’ho retailer who pa.ys 100 ceuts in the dol-
laris oot in & puemon to-compste fairly
with those who manage to effect & coms-
promise aud pay 50 or 75 cents, The former
custom of arrapging frequent cowpromises
was in this way 8 greatvdisadvantage to the
legitimate, sound and successful retai)
traders, When compromises were frequeutly
giveu. to competites, merchauts who had
slways paid 100 cents on the dollar could-
bardiy be blamed for becomivg indiguant, it
they did not themselves demaud & cumposi-
tion.

Compromising to some extent places a
premium upon unsuccess(nl business' mau.
sgewent. at-least in priuciple, 'We may zo
further and say that it frequently placed a
premium on dishonesty. Cumpromises have
been effected - with 1wen 'who were perfectly
honotable in their failure; -but they have
olio ‘beens effectéd with dishunest traders
Thearravging of compromises freely, when
the offer made would exceed the amouunt
likely to be received. by the olosing out of
the steck, simply’ uﬁ‘exed an encuuragement
for all kiudsof fraud and decoption. - The
dishonest trader could rea.dlly take advantage
of the custorii to enforce’ & reduction of his
Hisbilities againet bis creditors. The ouly
Wiy toovercometheee evils i3 to refuse al-
offers to cumpmmxse, and in- settivg their
hoavsolubely sgainsy this thivg the Win,
mptg jubbers Have doue a-great deal: toward.
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“to the removal of the guarautive,’
_Commercial would' covsider is -a matier
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plasing busiuess in the West on a olid and
just basis,

THE CAYTLE QUARANTINE.

The Commercial has bean at a luss to dis-
cover tho reasops for the opposition raised by
‘soma of our *western ranchers to the removal
or modification of thequarantiveregulations,
Tho Macleod Gazette, which is perhsps
moro closely in toush with stockmeu than
auy other journal in the country, yivesin &
recont issue, the realons for this ppposition.
The Guzette rays thero is dauger of the
*complate destruction of the rauge cattle
industry in Alberta through the unvestrained
introduction of United Statos cattle aud the
consequent exhaustion of feed.” This, the
Gazatte explains would be brought about by
the romoval of the gquarautine, as *‘the
quarantine is practically the only thing
which has preventad this in the past, the
duty not being considered in any way an
vbstacle.” ‘Those not intimately familiar
with the range industry, will be surprised to
learn that the duty would not ta considered
in any way an obstacle to the unrestricted
introduction of cattle from the States,

Wa wauld suppose that the introduction of
cattle to establish new rangesin alberts wounld
rather be & source uf wealth aud therefore au
hdvantage to the territory. provided it were
ftut carried to the extent of overst cking the
ravges and thervby produciug a shortag iu
the sapply of feed. This 13 what the stuck-
men evidently fear, accordiug to the Gazatte,
‘Cbe stockmen, however, do not appear to be
unitedly opposed to the removal of the
quatrantine, Dr. McEachran, manager o
vue of the Jarge ranching compaunies, has de-
clared 1 favor of the' removal of the cuttle
gusrautive, and he intimates that mauy
others among the stockmeu ave of the same
opinion. Certainly The Commercial be-
livves the representations of the western
steekgrowers should receive careful congidera-
tion from theé guvernwment, iv view both ol
the iwportauce of their ' industry and the
pussible iuflvence.the removal of the quaran-
tine muy have upon it. The overswoekingot the
ranges could be provided- agsinst by regula-
tious which would in their nature be onurely
distinet from the guarantine question, i
vhere is danger of overstocking the ranges
through the removal of the quarantine, the

same dauger wuss eX18t with the quarantive

in force, though in the latter caseit would
be & mure jemota colitingeucy.
thut the ranges will-become overstucked, is
the vuly vbjzarion which the Guzsue makes
This the

which shoutd be dealt with as & question by

itself, whether or uot thy quarautine be re-
-myved.  Of

) course the remuval of the
quarantine will reuder it fhecessary to act

-more speedily in regard to- overcrowding the

range couutry,

EDITuRIAL NOTES.
TuE United States comwission sppointed
Yo soueider the question of & deep waterway
‘trom the tuterivr W the seabuard, has, iv.is

‘8aid, Teported in favur of ‘the Cauadian
route, aud an appropriation for pruliminary,

The fear.

! surveys is recommonded. The opming of a
‘desp waterway from the heed of the gieat
Inked to the scaboard, sufilsient to accommo-
date ocean steamships, would bo of inestimable
value to the vast territory west of Lake
Superior on each side of the boundary, It
remaine to be seer if juternational arrange:
ments can be msde to carry out this great
uudertaking,
® * &

Ir HALF that is stated in the charges now
being made 1n the courts be true, the last
gevers! eleotions in this country seem to
have broken the record- fur bribery. corrups
tion, whoiesale and retail intimidation;
spiritusl and otherwise, and other visious
practices. Maviwba was not behiud other
parte of the country in preseutivg an appals
ling record of corrupt practivces, if the
charges made oan be accepted as approxis
mately correct. It is quite probable that
many of the charges will not be proved, but
where thero is 80 much amuke thers must be
ounsideravle ire. Indeed, one member has
alceady admitted as much by resigoiug.
More stringent laws regulating electivus are
evidently needed, but probably a stricter en-
furcement of the law as it stauds now would
bo m:re effi-acious than to make uew aud
more rigoreas laws, The trouble is, that
usually both parties are equaily guilty, aud
thus a compromise i3 reached to avoid
mutuyl exposures, iustead of euforcing the
law, The pr.bibition of persoual solicua-
tion in elevtion campaiguing would be an
imwmense. advantage in restwistivg currupt
practices, and this should be enfcrced witha
sovers penslty.  As for the retwruing off -er
or vther-official who prostisuv.. his position
for party purposes,-the most severe punish-
ment should be meeted our to bim without
sywpathy, Such an offence is one of the
foulest crimes oo the calendar, quite in keep-
ing witk arson, and iv should be recoguised
aud punished as such.
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THE question’ arisiug out of the astion of
the Catholic hierarchy of Q1ebes in pla.cmg
the ban upon a leading nuwspiper of that
province, is-in no seuse a religious oue,
From a deuowinitional point of view the
question may be regarded as a religious
matter, but to the country at large itcan
hsve no such meamug. Ic is not sectar.an,
denommmoml orin any other way & ques-
tion: mmcernmg religion. The quesdon
siniply-is: Has the Latholic Church ur.any
othier rejigious orgn.uumou power iy Cauuds,
T in vy part of Cenads to suppress & book,
pubhcazwn or organ of pu‘bho opiuvivn, Ifa
decres of the Couucil of Treut has sny. legel
force in Cauvads, we should know i &t ouce.

1f o has po furce, it will naturally be usnmed.
that those who undertake to euforce. any -

such decree will. be labls for the damage
done. In suppresmsg thé Quebec Liberal
organ the. bisoops have assumed a sarious
ub. ign.tion. If shey cannut show thav the
Church hés legal power in Canads to pro-
claim such’acts, how can they hope to do-
feud themselves sucoe&fully azuirss a st
{or damages. The matter is happily not ove
which should lead vo auy xoligious sirife be-

‘tween Catholics and Pmtesuuts in thig
| country, a8 bozh are- aqna.lly umxur,ed in
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