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Tho editor of Tiix On1Tiols respoansible for tho viows expressod in Editorial Nutes and
Articles, and for such ouly ; but tho editor ls not to be underatood as ondorsiug tho senti-
wonts oxprossed in tho articles coutributed to this journal. Our readorsare capable of
approving or disapproving of any part of an article or contenta of the paper; and after
oxeorcising duo care as to what is toappear in our columns, wo shallloave the restto their
intelligont judgmsnt,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Iy Tne Sneer Foup.—Perhaps of ali domostic animi’s tho sheop suffer
most soveroly during the chill months of winter. Thoy are too often neg-
lected by the farmers, on the plea that if properly housed they cin take
caro of thomsolves until grazing weather asrives, and too often thoy aro
poorly fed during their shut-in scason. Tho sheep that in the spring are
lean aud languid aro not profitable sheep to the farmaer. It is in his iuter-
est to keep thom at all times in good condition if ho wishes to sccuto good
wool and good mutton. Both tho horso aud tho ox can bo “fed up*’ in a
she rt period, but the sheep does not staro their peculiarity in this respect.
Tho fa:mers who are now feeding thoir flocke with ¢caaly aud suitable
food, and who are mindful of their proper sheltez, are tho farmers whoso
profits from thoir flocks in tho coming season will make their careless neigh-
bors both wondering and jealous.

Couranative GRowrns —QOhservations hevo been tuken in the schools
of the City of Wcrcester as to tho cowparative growth of boys and girs.
Over threo thousand pupils wore weighed and measured, and tho results of
the investigations wore most intoresting. At five years of age the boys
woro, as a rulo, tallor than girls of the samo age, but by tho soventh year
thoe two soxes wero found to be of equal height. From the ages of nino to
o'oven the boys were found to be tho superior in height, until a% about the
{wolfth year, when the girls mpidly increased in sizo, distancing the boys
for a poriod of thieo years From fifteen on the boy steadily grows, of.on
until ho has passed the carly yecars of the twonties, while the giris wore
found to havo ceased growing at tho age of seventeen. In weight tho boys
had o decided suporiority oxcepting in tho years between twelve and four-
toen, whon the girls wore found to bo much the heavier,

No Lonaer Duckep.—Not long ago complaint wss mado in the court,
Toronto, of 8 woman who was characterised asa “common scold” The
ovidence againat hor was plain and convincing, but both judge snd jury
woro cmbarrassed by tho fact that tho punishment preseribed by tho law of
the Dominion for such an offender was *a public ducking in tho hurse
pond.”  As there was no horso pond at band, and a8 pub ic opivion has
long ago disallowod ducking oven for worse offences tho jury did not attompt
to show the couragoe which their convictions ontitled them to, but inconti-
nontly sont in o vordict of * not guilty,” thereby rolieving tho judgoe from
o most ombarrsssing situation. A similar caso camnd recently Loforo o comst
at Jersoy City, N. J , whore the woman heing found guilty, a 810.00 fino
was imposed by the judge in liou of tho now-impracticable sontouce. It
will bo nows to many womon that tho ancient ponalty of ducking is still an
authorised punishmont for offonders.

Prooressive Inptaxa —Tho residonts of tho State of Indiana are quito
ready to move in tho matter of road-reform, although tho peculiar provisions
of tho Lill which the promoters of the movoment have recently introducod
into tho Stato Legislature are moro sweoping than judicious in their scopo.
The farmers witl ho delighted to share thoir burden of .iw expondituro with
tho ownors of bicycles and othor pleasuro vuhiclas, who aro to bo invited to
pay €1.00 o year to tho road funds. It isalso propored to tax traction
ogines, timbor wheels, aud portablo engines, at tho rito of 810.00 por
anpum to appropriato all uncluimed fees to the road-service, and to securo
the freo labor of County prisonors and State convicts. Perhaps tho most
peculiar provision is, that wite beators shall not have the oplion of o ling,
but shall be compelled to do road servico. Tho bitl will doubtless bo shorn
of somo of its glories beforo it becomes law, but its presont state indicates
fairly woll the aspeet of the American mind towardsa tauch-needed reform,

Wity THE Prisoy WaLrs.—Wo are glad to note a mora rational tono
on the subject of the troatment of conviels, Many peop’» nuw admit that
oven tho convict is a human being, and that he i3 entitled to resconablo
treatmont, When wo con-ider tho social status of the prizoner of the Jast
generation, wo cannot but be surprised and delighted ut this rovulsion in
public feeling. In many parts of the United States aud in Canda tho
prisonor becomes in o sonsy the property of the Government. His family
may be in utter need outside of the prison wile, while ho may ho earning
comfortatle wages within, but it is not in his power to aid thosy who
shon'd ho dependent upen his honst elfurts—ho is set to muke mun y for
the Guvermmnent A mure rativoal treatinent wonhl be tu allow the pri~vaer
to support hus family by means of s labor bayoal that uecawaary 1 ropry
tho Guvernment for his boird aud lodging. It wonld speedily by found an
cc nomical chango, for tho cnforced pauperism of his fami'y would be par-
tially, if not whol y, prevented, and a high incentivo to industry would bo
kopt beforo the laborer. ‘This suggestivn s-ems to us to hawvo tho right
ring sbout it, and we shall be heastily glad if ay some future day it may bo
found to wotk advantageouely in the prisons of our Maritime Provinces.

A Worp ror te LirtLe Oxes.—Tho Kindergarten system of educa-
tion has been given a fair trial in our city. A cspable instructress hos
troived several young teachers o carry on the work, and yet Halifax is
extiemely ill cquipped with theso most necessary scheo's.  Tho Kindergar-
ten system has proven itse.f to be one of the greatest madorn edueational
plans, its bonefits ara far-reaching, improviug the morals, tho manua' skill and
the gonorat abi ity of overychi d brought within its influences. Itis nota
cheap system, but on the other hand its results have been vastly beneficial in
tho cities wheto the Kindergart-ns dave been adopted. In many of the
large Ameciican cities and in several of our Canadian rities, tho Kindergar-
tons havo done a grand work in reclaiming the children of degraded or of
poverty-strickon parents. Why cannot Haiifax have as good Kindergarten
dopariments as other cities} Why should our eLildren Lo debatred from
ndvantages which aro accorded to many whoso homes are in much smaller
towns? Is it o question of oxpenso? for it can ha'dly bo one of expe-
diency. If so, lot theideas of tte breadth and scopo of the Kindergarten
training bo everywhere made known, until public opinion shall demand
and obtain the much-needed educational privitego.

How DitH tHE LitTLe Busr Bee?—Tho keoping of bees is found
both profitable and plecsant work in mapy parts of our Province, but cach
yoear wo hear of novices in the art who aro dishoartened by their last year's
oxperiorce. The trouble is, that thoy fail to recognizo that bee-keoping is
an art, and a fine ono, requiring experience, skill and onergy. In tho first
placo the beo stock should bo carefuily solected, on the same principle that
the farmer eclects good strains of blood to broed his stock from. The experi-
enced honey-rsiser does not trust to random stock from country hives, but
obtaics the famous Italianj bees, sccure in the knowledge that ho is reap-
ing tho oxperionco of centuries of hoo keopers. Another error of the
amatour is 1 ignoring the needs of cho little insects during the winter soa-
son. Too often tho s.ight'y bui! nives whizh have dono guud servico in
sunny weather are tho only protection for the bees in the cold winter
months. Thick walls and Joublo windows in their hives are nead -d for the
bees in our Province, olso thoy will too often cauntinue thoir chiiled ~oazon
of hibernation into tho sloep of death. Many hives tn which tha question
of warmth has been considorod, aro yot found to be full of dead bees in the
spring. Tho causo of tho destruction is that the bees are too far-removed
from the honey, owing to tho faurty constraction of tho hive. -After our
present severo winter many of our boo-keopors wiil have reason to be discvur-
aged, but a littlo caroful study of the cause of their failures will bu ,zeatly
{o tho advantago of their noxt yoar's oxperimenting,



