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that of mon from behind an ontronchimont
must bo deadly in tho oxtrome, whiloe oithor
to run uprhill or cross & ditoh and  clambor
over gabions, no moro unsorviceablo articla
could for tho purposo boinaman's hand
thana riflo ang bayonet, wo will at ouco

recognizo tho diffoulticans woll as thodan-

gors of tho underlaking, and tho attack
would, if both sides were equally brave and
similatly armod, prove & failuro, * For
merly,"” Liout. Maurico tells us, “all firo:
arms Erepured tho way for the bayonet.”
Now the bayonet, or rathor the chargo, in
which tho bayonot countsalmost for nothing
£3 only tho means by which tho {ruits of tho
fire.action are reapoed whon they arve fully
ripe. Formerly the fire‘'arms woro used to
induco such a state of things as would make
it possible to bring the bayonet to bear. The
fact of a bayonet charge thon implied that
tho critical momont bad come. Now the
rush to 8oizo a position implies that the oriti
.cal moment &as pussed, or the rush is suro to
be frntless.

The foregoing plainly proves that tho bay-
onet is only & morally efficacious weapon,
useful against troops already beaten,uscless
against all othera, Its Jays then has Jcpartcd,
let it depart also; but supposing that one-
third of; every vegiment of infantry were
armed with short sharp out and-thrust
swords—have no other sveapon whatever—
and that these at the right moment were
allowed to attack or defend a position,would
they carryall before them? Most undoubted-
ly they would, and we need only look back
about a century in our own_ history to find
proofof this. At the battle of Preston:Pans
for instance, less than 2,000 Highlanders
armad only with broad-swords and woodon
shields overthrew 3,000 British infantry in
twenty minutes, and at the battle of Falkirk
o similar feat was performed while at Cul-
loden wherover thu Highlanders reaghied
with thelr olaymores, that portion .of the
English line was .overthrown. We are of
coursq aware Jhat the infantry of 1745 can.
not be compared with that of 1872, hut we

- do not mean to put swords in;competition

: with riflea and bayonets ; what we propuse

" doing is to finish the attack witl tha sword
instead of with a weapon now allowed on all
hands to be useless—viz., the bayonet.

We therofore suggest that every infantry
regiment should ba composed of nine com-
panies, 100 strong ; that six of these com
panies should be armed only with the rifle,
and the remnining three companies with
nothing but a -cut'and-thrust sword; that
the six companies doall theskirmishiag and
distant fighting,and whenever it came to close
quarters, the others should fall upon the.ent
emy, sword in hand, making the attack, of
oourse, whenever praoticable, a surprise
from the flank or rear. As it iswell known
that the most active .men in @ regiment are
usually indifforent shots, in the three sword
companies would be found a proper field in
which to displsy their pastieular abilities, oo
smart. men. would:.be best auited for such
work, Inline, numbering: from the. right,
the sword companies would ba Nos, 3,6, and
9. In manmuvrieg, eachregiment could be
formed into three grand diyisions, the ocolo
pel commanding the ceaire one, and the
wmajors those upon the flanke. .The pesition
of the aword o)mpanies would be in resr of.
the supports, buy lcapt so ologe and in hand
that they myst always be ready to rush for-
}vm:}, and complate a viglory or arrest a de.

ea o » )

This is.a rough outline 6f an idea=~which
to our mind could be easily made « perfeat
and manageable gystem- of infantry attack
qr defenga, ét ptesa;}t' .tb‘g ;;}e_x} gomposging
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our Foot arc burdened with n weapon—the
bayonot—wiich {8 ftlowed by all parties to
Lovo beo mo useleas. la oyt enghgemonts
the socond companies would, we belleve, bo
found vory valuablo, elther in making or
rosistingan attagk, for they would bo nblo
thoo to gat at onco tu closo quarters, tho
position of grontest safoty for thomselvos,
and of groatest danger to their opponents.
Having mado the suggestion, wo nosw leave
the matter in the the hands of tho nuthori-
tics,

Tho artillery—a dgscription, howover
briof, of its modo of ongaging, taking up po.
sitions, for direot or enfilading fire, whero its
supports should bo placed, and other équally
important matters connected with that arm
would take up mnny ore pages than we
can now afford to give. However, wo mny
return to this subject at a future time, when
it shall have due attentivn, Bofore conclud:
ing, wo may further remark that whilo n
greatar amount of liberty must now be
grantod tosubordinates, thoy must be made
tounderstand thatthis does not tend tolossen
their responsibility, but to increase it. ‘To fit
thomaselves for the increased amount of re.
sponsibility shiob will now rest upon their
sgouldors, it is only necessary for them to
study tho art of war, to the utmost of their
ability, and if they do so, it will bo a curious
combination of adverse circumstances that
will ever causo tham to make a mistake.
EverytLing connected with engaging the
enemy is profoundly simple, and once this
great truth has beon recognized, to think
and act promptly and withenergy, will bring
any one out of a difficulty, in most cases
succossfully, or at least creditably.

The article fully supparts the opinions
put forth by the Voruxrser Review, that
tho line is the only proper formation for at-
tack or defence. Thot actions would be de-
cided as heretofore by a charge, and that
the bayonet had lost neither its power nor
its prestige. Tho proposal to arm any pro-
portion of troops with a weapon so obsolete
for infantry, as the droad sword, conld only
emnnate from a olnsat goidier. The very
oxamples adduced in support, show thattho
bayonet was at the period teferred to, a
clumsy weapon, only available for offence,
and opposed by troops using woodon {argots
was readered useless, by a well knowa aot
of manipulation ; butin tbehnn'ds of a soldier
properly trained to its use, no swordsman,
however active, coufd have & chance, with
hiw, It wouid be wicar to advocate s re.
turn to the era of pikes, The writer in thoe
TUnited Seivice miagazine shouid ree
momber they wore used insuch a combina
tion with fire arms, as he suggests bread
swords shounld hg
17th centary.

It is evident that infuntry dnlt will.bo
merely simplified; that obect teacking—
peace manwmuvres, where the mtolligénce of
tho individual mast be largely developed,
will enter largely into the new tacucs. But
it is simply nonsense to advooite radical
changes inasyatem that has bieen far mite,
severely and extensively tribd andl success:
folly too, than the Prussian ided, , - ,

1t would not add materiatly.to .the num-
-her of our soldiers, to :ilow officers or.non

the
>l

b Y

towasds tue close of tho

commissioned officety {3 dahge the rapk and
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file nt their own good pleasure, nor would 1t
malko botter soldiors of them of evary man
was an acco nplished tactictn or & isun.
guishod linguist. Our troops must bo
{rained to nct as soldiers, aud not $o foar the
consequencoes, of nocossary oxpoaura withuu
the range of accurato shooting.
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