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(Jory 15, 1872,

wo sworo inctructed, on Sunday, the 8th
instent, to join anothor corps of twenty men
undor tho commnnd of Mr. P, Brolau and
Afr. Birston rospeotively, and proceod with
thom, with aa littlo dolay as possibla in the
direotion of River aux Islet
tho country west as far as the Pembinn
rango, and south a8 faras St. Joo.

b? . P, Brolau wes tho chief or guldo of
the oxpedition.

T'wo carts were allowed to transport the
provisions of each soction of ton mén.

‘Tho number of tho mon mounted were

fifty.

(gno man swas allowed for each cart, so
that tho wholoe forco amounted to sixty or
thereabaut, officors and men.

Having rocoived the nocessary rations for
8 days' service, togother with a fow artioles
of cquipment, &o., wa proceeded to White
Horse Plains, and camped at tho crossing
of tho Assiniboine on ‘Tuesday eovening, tho
10th,

The noxt dvy wo crossed tho upper
branchoes of . Stinking Rivor and camped
about 5 miles further west.

On tho 12th, woarrived in the evening at
Rivire Aux Ilets do Bois, after aride
through a burnt prairio of about 35 miles.

Thore, according to tho ussge of war
amongst the hilf-broeds whon gotting near
the encmy, ths men werc admiuistored the
onth of allegiance, and duly warned to obey
strictly tho orducs of their chief. Un strik-
ing tonts, an intlian was seen arriving, from
Pembina, nud from whom wo tried to eficit
somo information. His news was several
ays prior to our departure from the fort.

In the morning scouts wero sent towands
the mountnin, and wmstructed to go asfar
as the line: amother party was dotached
towards the Pembina river forty miles dis.
ant and two others to seo where tho forco
could find water and pasture for tho horses
on our way back.

We remeined encamped tho whole day.

On the 14th, the main body proceeded to
tho Tobacco River, somo twelve miles from
the Rivor aux Ilets de Bais, where we waited
for the return of our scouts. They returned
in tho evening aund reported everytung
quiet along tho fronticr,and i the different

laces where somo danger could be appro-

ended. .

Having so far discharged the object of the
expedition, the force moved back on tho
15th, and after a ride of more than 46 miles,
camo to camp on the Stinking River, which
at u point somo twenty miles below our for
moer crossing of the same river.

Yosterday morning we made a direct line
for the Red River, which we struck about
noon near the Ilon. Hamelin's residence,
and after a little rest tho whole body re-
turned to tho Fort crrly in tho after-
noon.

The men have behaved very well, and
wero rather cager to catch a sight of the
Fonians ; but none were to be scen.

The different articles of equipment, &c.,
have been duly roturned yesterday after-
noon.

Belieye me, Sir, with much respect,
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH ROYAL,
Captain.

Lazor.-Cor. W. O. Swira's ReroRT ox TuR
Maxirona Exexprriox or 18T1.
Winnipeg, Manitoba,

November, 23rd, 1871,
Sin,—1 have the honor to report to you,
that subssgueont to mg interview with you
inOltaws, relativo to theManitobatxpedition
and in accordance with your instructions, I

|t

loft Montrenl on the 16th Oolober, and via
St Pauls, Minnesotts, prococded ncross tho
plains to Fort Qarry, whoro I arrived on tho
27th of tho snmo month,

Ifero informel His Honortho Lioutenant

o Bois to scout =Govemor. that tho Dominion Militia on sor

vico in this Provinco was to bo reinforced by
the troops of tho kxpedition thon en rouls
via Thunder Bay.

Following your orders, I made such ar-
rangoments as wore requisito for tho trans.
Eort. and provisioning of the Expeditionary
‘orce from the North West Angleof the
ko of tho Woods to Fort Garry, also
such provision as seomed necessary for bar-
rack accommodation for tho increased force
here, and at the Stono Fort on tho Red
Rivor, .

An the winter scason nppeared to bo solt.
ing in at an unprecedently onrly period, and
as gront danger of delay to tho Expedition
from ico appenred probable, I determined
on reinforcing tho corps of voyageurs, that
might bo accompanying the Expedition, by
twenty oxperiencod men who twvore engaged
for tho purpose, through the kiud offices of
Mr. Donald Smith, of the Ifon. Hudson Bay
Company, this reinforcemont was subse.
queutly found of much soryice,

After consultation withiis Ilon.theLicut..
Governor, and apprecialing the necessity of
using cvery effort to bring forward the
troops at the oarlicst poasible date, I con.
sidarod it rmost oxpodient that I should
proceed mysoll to meet the Expedition, and
to superintend personally the arrangements
for tho preparation of camps, fuel, &o., for
the troops on tho way.

As the boats which I had beon led to ex.
pect ns available at tho North West +Angle,
had been taken away by parties belonging
to tho Canadian Pacifico Railway Survey, I
had much difliculty in proceeding from.that
point. '

I was, howaver, fortunate enough to find
In the creek, a boat used in tho Expedition
of 1870 which, by temporary repnirs, was
made tolorably scaworthy. I also, at tho
North West Angle, met Mr, Graham, of the
Public Works Departmont, who had been
ordered by Mr, Dawson, on his receipt of
information at Thunder Bay,of the despatch
of troops, to proceed to Fort Garry to make
those arrangements for their transport
from the North West Angle, which
my ﬁarlicr arrival vig the U. 8 had antici-
pated.

In procecding to meet the Expedition, weo
met with much delay and difticulty from
tho ice which setiously damaged our boat
and canoe, and from gales of wind whic pre.
vailed on the Lako of the Woods,

Early on the morning of tho 11th insiant,
after having been wind-bound on an island
for two days, we wern cnabled to cross the
Grand Traverse, and at the mouth of
Rainy River met the Expedition, which had
been delayed there, sheltering from the
storm,

Refurning with the force, and favored by
a fair wind, wo arrived on tho samo evening,
at a point on the Lake about eighteen miles
from the North West Anglo—here, tho ice,
whichon our outward trip wo had been en-
abled with some dificulty to cut through,
had for:ned so fast, that wo wore compelled
to land on un islet and camp.

A furious gale which aroso during the
night,occasioning some small damage to the
flotilla and one of the tugs, did us service in
partially breaking up the ice,through swhich,
though with much difficulty, we proceeded
six miles further with tho boats on the 12th
instant, asfar as tho narrows, about {welve

miles from tho North West Angle. . Hero,

from the {oo bolng fast takon and the soveri.
ty of tho wonthor Incrensing, it seomed ovi-
dent to ing, after consulting with 3Mr, Daw.
son that our boat soryico must conso.  ‘The
troops werg landed on an island, and the flu
tilla’ of boats and tug stenmora drawnon
1aiid for wintor qunrtors.

On tho following day, having constructed
hand-sleds, and leaving o small roar guard
with somo voyagours In chatgo of tho boats
and heavior stores, wo proceeded on tho 1ce
to the Northnyeat Angle. Here, tho 'Bro-
visions and transpoit wero waiting. his
marcl, over mnewly formed ice, and in
tho teoth of.a northern gale, with the
thormometer low, was of a most trying cha
ractor,

Fromy tho North West Augle, where we
found the transport and provisions in roadt.
ness, tho troops started on the 143h to Fort
Garry, which place, aftor a march rendered
severo from tho oold, they marched nt mid-
dn{ on tho {8th instant.

encloso to you, herewith, Captain Scott's
roport and diary, showing tho daily progress
of the Expedition. .

Not only from thoe statement of that ofti-
cer, but from my personal obsarvation, dur
ing the fow days I was with them on the
raarch, I am enpbled to roport on the cou-
duct of the troops as being wosthy of the
highoest admiration. Officers and men secin-
ed actunted by the samo onthusiastio
spirit of determination to push formard thie
%Expediuon to'a speedy and successful
ssue,

From first to fast the weathor was of the
most unfavorable nature ; rain, snow, intenso
cold, and violent gales alternating in rapid
succession, prasented all obstacles that
tho commencement of n winter sonson in
these high latitudes offers to the progress of
troops.

It is o satisfaclion ¢ reflect that scarcelya
month hns elapsed between the issuo of
your orders for tho organiztion of the forca
and its arrival at Fort Garry; espocinlly
when bearing in mind that a distinguished
officer of H, M. Rugular Forces, pronounced
tho route us being, in his opinion, impractic.
able to troops, after the middle of Septem
ber, and that high cr.comiums have been
passed on an expedition for accomplishing &
march during the long and pleasant days of
summoer over the same ground which H. M.
Dominion troops have now traversed during
tlid brief daplight of an almost Arctic
winter,

I feel I am conveyiag to you the senti-
ments of eyery officer and man in express-
ing the obligations due to Mr. Dusrson—his
great experienco and thd indefatigablo exer
tions used by himself and his staff, among
whom I take the liberty of mentioning
Messrs, Graham, Towers, Sinclair, Burton,
Arnoldi, and Whitcher, hava contributed in -
the higl':est degreo to thoauocess of the Ex-
pedition,

I Liave tho honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servan
. OSBORNE 8MITH,Lt.-Col,,
Militis, -
Commanding Miiitary
District No. 10.

(Zo be concluded in our next.)
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