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New Books and Periodicals

THE BIOK OF KINGS. By F. W, Farrar DD, F.RK, Toronts: Fleming 1.

Qevoll Co,

THis volume in anv of a scries of expository works b¥ cminont
acholars snd critivs on varions Books of the Old and New Testa.
ments.  Tho author of this work is no stranger toour readers  Hiy
1ifo of Chiriat, hia lifo of St. f'anl, and other works have made his
namo known throughout the English speaking world. Liko hisother
worky, this volume ovinces great powers of research, mdependence
of thought, a mastery of dotailsand a dotermination to follow in tho
wako ortruth regardless of consequences. Ho scems to be familiar
with tho mont recent reaults of British and German criticism, and
although ho is vory cautious in assonting to mero specalations ho is
not afraid tu accept resnlta which, in his judgment, aro well estab-
lished, ovon if they are not in accordaace with popular belief. Seme
of his ieaching, thercfore, may wound the susceptibilities of some
plous, asincere Eut timid Christians who aro ready to tremblo for the
safoty of the ark of their faith whenover itis oxposed to intellectual
breezes.  ‘Tho venerable Doctor assures sach in the following words
that thero is not tho slighteat dangor:

“Thero never hus been an age of deep thought and carnest ea.
quiry which has not left its mark in tho modification of some trad.
itious or doctrines of theology. But the truths of essontinl Chris-
tianity aro built upon arock. They belong tu things which cannot
bo ahaken, and which remain, ‘Tho intenso labours of cminent
scholars, English and German, thanklessly as they have been re.
coived, Lnve not robbed us of so much us a fraction of a single

reciousa clement of revelution.  On the contrary, thoy have cleared
tho Biblo of many accretions by which its meaning was spoiled and
its doctrines wrested to perdition, and thoy
have thus rendered it more preitable than
before for every purpose for which it was
admittingly designed.”

Ho has the sincorest sympathy with
those who aro opposod to all changes in the
doctrines and traditions familiar to them
from their infancy and held by their fathers
for gencrations, and he is not forgetful that
Christ himself, with Hisconsummate tender
ness fand divino insight into the frailtics of
our nature, made tolerant allowances for in
ovitablo prejudices.  ** No man,” he said,
“ having }lmn!\ old wisstraightway desiveth
now ; for ho saith, the old is good.” ‘Tho
Doctor nevertheless holds that the pain
ehould be incurred when tho cause of sin.crity
and truth demands it.

This attitude towards the Bille as a
whole may bo somewhat startling to those
who have been in tho halit of looking on it,
that is, on tho material book itself, with
groat vencration, Ho telis us that *Secrip-
turc is tho scneo of Scripture;” that the
Bible is not, properly apeaking, a book, but
a sorics of books or rather fragments of &
literature which grow up during nany cec-
turica; that it was never mecant to bo tho
solo toacher of mankind, and that wo mistake
its purpose and wisapply its roevelations when
wo use it to oxclude the other sources of
knowledge, and further, that we should not
uso tho Bible as an amulot as the Moham-
medan uses his Koran.

In consideration of the fact that the methods of interprotation
.20 changed from ago to age, ho deems it to be the dutyof the
Church at the present day, not to repeat the assertions of ancient
writers concerning tho Bible nor what men imagined it to be,  but
honestly and truthfully to discover the significance of the actual
phenomeni whicl it presents to the enlightened and  cultivated in-
telligence.” It is further held that in consequence of the great ad-
ditions made to our knowledgo of thoe history and truo meaning of
the Biblo in our ownagoe, !fmt a deeper and holier reverenco for
all cternal truths which the Bible contains, has taken the placo of a
menaningless letter worship,”

Whother for goed fur or ovil,the spirit of tho *‘Higher Criticism ”
is entering the churchey, oven the moat conservative.  When it
guina aveesss it creates a commotion similar to chewmical efferves.
cenee.  Tho Free Chureh of Scotland is in this condition at preseut,
but it is to be hoped that wise counsels will prevail and save that
venerable body from tho evils of socession. It is necessary that
every new doctrince should bochallenged, sifted and tested in every
lotgitimnu\ way, and, if it cannot make good its claims, rejected.
This 18 what has been done in other instances.

Within thc memory of men not yet very old, geology was de-
nounced as a false and atheistic seience, contrary to Secripture and
subversive of revelation.  When geology furnished proof of its facts
aund placed them beyend denbt all partics accepted them and neither
revelation not true religion  has sutforod tho diro calamities predicted.
Dr. Chalmera vas the lirst among the cleigy who aad tie courage
openly to acknonlelge the elaims of geology.

The Book of Kiugs ix evidently iutended as a continuation of the
Bouk of Samnel, although uot whitten by the same anthor. It con.
tinies the history of Davild which was commenced by the writer of the
Hook of Samucl.  From interoa! evidenrs it is inferred that it was
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finished about tho yoar 542 bofore tho Ohristian ora, although the
greater part of tho Book was written earlior. It deals with the trans.
actions of n“)criod of about four hundred and fifty years and is a
compilation by an nuknown suthor froin materials written st difforent
times fiom the reign of David onwards,  Its grost inspiiing_prineiplo
is, that God is tho groat controlliug power, and sin the disturbing
forco smong men aud nations. ‘This principlo isshown to have been
held by other natious as well as by the Jows, as whon [Homor speaks
of the controlling powor of tho godsamong tho nations:—
‘' Suoh was tho sovereign doom, and such the will of Jove."

Tho Book briugs the history down to the oxile, when the glury of
Taracl hod depacted. and whon the nation was in tho decpest deapair
and perplexity. Tne promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
and rouowed to David with special and sdditional dotails scomed to
havo been forgotten as the nation appoared on the vorge of oxtinction,
but the writoer, or rather campiler, clings to tho promises with all his
sonl and hopes sy .ust hope.  His I'm‘ﬁ liaz boon justified. For al-
though thoy have no land which they can call their own, thoy still
exist as a nation dwelling among other nations and oxerting greater
influenco on the afleirs of the worll than they conld if they were
dwelling undor their own kings in Palestine, When we contemp'ato
the torriblo sufferings and porscoutions of this people from the tamo of
David till the prosent day, wo cannot but regard thoe bush burniny but
1ot consumed as a tive emblem of the nation.

Cunristiax Taovenr for Augustis a heavy numbor, containing
weighty deliverancus on such subjects a8 “ Gold and Godliness,” by
President E. Benjamin Andrew ;  Woman's Indebtedness to Chris-
tianity ** by Rev. George Francis Greone ; ** The Growth of Jesus,”
by Prof. M.J.Cramer, A. M., D.D,; * Kant's Theory of Causation,"”
by Rev.C. R. Burtick, A.M. ¢ ¢ What i8Sin? Is God responsible
for Origiial Sin?” by Samuel W. Serell; ¢¢ The Bible and the Re-
public.” by the late Arthur Mitchell, D.D., and other well-written
articles. The publisher is Wilbur B, Ketcham, New Yock.

Tur Reviow of Reviews for August has,
Sor ont of its features of vital interest, brief
communications from twelve prominent
professors of political cconomy aud tinsnce
upon the present monetary situation, The
letters were written in  response to the
editor’s request for the opinion of these
gentlomen upon the best course for Con-

ress to pursuc in tho extra session rcgard-
g silver. Tho twelve writers are Presi-
dent Francis A. Walker, of the Massachu-
setts Instituto of Teclnology, Prof. Wil-
liam W. Frlwell, of tho University of Min.
nesota ; Prof, F. W. Taussig, of Harvard
University ; Chancellor James H. Canfield,
of tho University of Ncbraska; Professcrs
Seligman and Richmond Masayo-Smith, of
Columbia College, New York ; Prof. Henry
C. Adans, of the Michigan University ; Dr.
Sydney Sherwood, of the John Hopkins
University ; Chancellor Rogers, of the North.
western University ; Prof. J. Macy, of Iowa
College; Prof. John R, Commons, of the
Indiann State University, and Dean Judson,
of the Chicago University. It happens that
every ono of these gentlemen distinctly de.
clares fo tho immediate repeal of the Sher-
man Silver Purchase Act. Beyond this their
ints of viow are quite various, and their
iscussion is extremely interesting. No
recent contribution to the discussion of
mounetary problems is so pithy and compact
as this group of admirably written letters
from well known economic thinkers.

*

Tur, Methodist Book & Publishivg House anvounce the issue about
the 20th of this month of a Life of the 1ato Senator Macdounald, under
tho title of ‘ A Merchant Prince.” The material for the volumo
has been prepated by the Rev. Dr. Johuston, formerly of this city, now
of Washington, D. C., an assurance, to say tho least, of the literar
oxzellence of the work. Photogravure portraits and illustrations will
onhance the appesanco of tho book. "Dr. Johnston has had ample
material at his command in the incidents of a life so active in the
field of commeree, politics and practizal philanthrophy. The publish-
crs have wisely docidod to issuo a popular edition selling at one dollar.

Axoxa a number of books received for notice from James Bain
\ Son, Toronto, is the little treatise on ** Scriptural Baptism,” by
Professor Withrow. Fuw simple works ou tho subject are as inter-
csting and valuable to the young student as this handy, woll
arranged work. Biole.classes and teachers will find it an easy and
lucid gnide. Other works of the bundle, which can only be named
but which have lost none ~f their freshness, aro: * Tho New Testa-
ment Elder,” by the same author; ¢ The Millennial Reign,” by
Rov. Andrew Brown ; =ud *“ The Young Man and the Churchee.”

Tue Booxk Buyrr, (Charles Scribners’ Sons, New York) for Au-
gust givesa good portrait of Mrs. Oliphant as a frontispicce, follow-
ed by an interesting sketch of the life of the voluminous and famous
writer. Tho number docs not fail in short articles and fauts of spec-
ial interest to tho literary student and to the general reader.

Tue Misstoxany Herarp for August has been received, bringing,
as usual, a rich dish of news of the doings of minionaries all the world
over. Wo hoartily rocommond this intersting monthly mesenger,



