
THLE CANADIAN- INDEPENDENT.

On Tuesday we made a march of Iess than three!
hours, northward, to, Olumbundo, and passed on
the way more than thirty villages, sonie of them
recently bit by people in Gangueila.

Whioe the inen were putting Up the tent, Bro.
Sanders and 1 went off' prospecting for a new sta-
tion. We found a site upon a piece of high land,
comrnanding a fine viewv of a large stretch of
country, and lying' between and ini close contact
to twc of the main roads te the interior ; while at
the same tinie it is in the nidst of a large popula-
tion, and has additionai advantages iii the way of
plenty of timber, abundance of clear, sweet water,
fine locations for gardens, and good pasture land
for cattie and ,-heep shouid such be required.
With this point as a centre and within a circie ofj
ten miles radius there -are not Iess than seventy
villages, and we have reason to believe there are
more.

Scon after Ieaving camp on Wednesday we camne
upoii a group ef eight viiis&ges, called Cisengi, evi-
dently built but recently, as the thatching on the
roofs was flot discoiored by smoke, the fonces
round some of the villages only haif built, and a
nutuber of huts were in proces of construction at
the time. We travelled westward, and before we
reached the Ekùngi river passed seventeen villa-
ges, several cf which were quite large.

The Ekungi is as large as rivers go in these
parts, and seems te be the di'viding line between
Kopoko-'s country anid (Jiaindi. Lt is said to, con-
tain Alligators, and a story istldof twomen who
were carried away by theni while engaged in
picking up the fish tbey had poisoned in the river
a few months before.

We arrived at the Ornbali of Cisendi about
noon. The king invited us into his private en-
closure ai-id sbowed us a place in which to pitch
our tent. lie is a man scarcely arrived at middle-
life, of large frame, a great taiker, and fond cf
indulging excessively ini a icud forced laugh. At
first his bearing was sucli as to lead us te expect
an unhappy time with an offensive egotist; but
after the excitement cf our arrivai had subsided
he toned down a bit, and we enjoyed a pleasant
visit with him, and found him te be possessed cf a
fairly intelligent idea cf the surrounding countryv,
and at the saite time a willingness te communicate
bis impressions.

The king .urged us very strongly te spend
Thursday, l3th, at his village, as there was to ho
a hunt that, day, and he wishied us te take part ini
it; but we feit coustraneci te miove on. We
traveiled east and found the country showing
signs cf decay. Just before going into camp we'
recrossed the Ekungi river, at a point a littie north
of our previcus crossing. Evidently this river
greatly overflows its banks during' the wet seasemm,
for the marks cf its course svere clearly visible on
each side cf ita banks, as we saw it.

We continued eastward and mrrived mît the
Quanza river about uoomi Smturday, l7th 'Sept.
On the road thither 'vo saw comparatively few
villages, and the country in sections is very harren.
We passed severai smiail caravans frein the far inter
ior, with rubber and slaves ; the latter in an aluiost
nude condition, though miore robust tlîan niamay 1
have seen. A miost coiivinceing, intimation that
we were nearing the river was given by thenumm-
ber cf wooden shackles that lay strewn along the
roadway or hanging froni the boughs cf trees;
some cf them rotting with age, and others thrust
aside but a few heurs befère our arrivaI. These
had been worn by night and carried durîng the
day hy the captives from the interier, umîtil having
crossed the Quanza they were judged a sure prize,
and pernmitted te thrust their ugly fetters aside
and regard theinselves, henceforth, ms iifelong
slaves.

Sunday we spent in catup oùi the bank, cf the
river. There weýre quite a mîumber cf villages near
by, inhabited by people called Ganiguellites. They
are a fine locking, bright, intelligent ols f peo-
pie, who -wouId stand a very good comparisen witm
any blacks -1 have'seen. With two pieces of cloth
or skin four inches wide and about eighteen
inches long they cover theniselves reniarkably wetl.
The head-dresses cf some cf the wouien showed
artistie taste far superior te anything seen aniomg
the Ovimbundu. The pcttery made by the wo-
men, the spears aomd battle axes iiiade by their
native simiths gave proof cf their natural mnechan-
ical instincts.

Ail being well 1 will finish this account next
tmlonth, but I have se mnany things te, attend te
just now I can scarcely manage this.

W. T. CuRRiE..


