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SOME EXPECTATIONS NOT REALIZED
IN 1886.

This year wvill die next Friday night. When its
closing hours corne a goodly number of people will
flnd that some of the tbings they expected at the
beginning of the year, to occur during the year, have
not occurred. Their expectations have flot been
realized.

Here is a good man who expected to mnake some
money during i 886. When lie struck a balance the
other day hie found that hie bad barely held his own.
The expected addition wvas flot made to niis little pile.
Ne feels bad. Brother, dori't worry because you did
flot add anylhing to your litIle pile. Thousands of
good men in this country have no pile, litile or big, to
add anything 10. Some of thesc people are alrnost
as good Christians as you are. Possibly, indeed,
some of ibeni are better. There are a great many
good people even in this money-making country who
have no pile. If a man lias a conifortable home, and
plenty to eat anid ivear, he is doirig fairly wveI1. He
shouid be thankful for a good overcoal ibis weather,
even if il bas flot twenty dollars' worth of fur on it.
So let the maxi îho bias barely held bis own this year
stop) complaining, dry up the tears, and wind Up the
year's transactions in a grateftil mood. Perliaps lie
expected 100 rnuch. Possibly bie got cluite as much
as bie deserved to gel.

Here is a brother who expected ibai tibis year
wvould bring bun a call. For several reasons, quite
satisfactory to himself, hie wishes a change. No cal! bas
come during the year. The brother is disappointed,
perhaps a little soured. Brother, don't feel so bitte.
il rnay be quile Irue, as you say, that you were kept
ont of a good congregation by the ignoble tricks of
ecclesiastical wire-puilers. It nmay be quite true that
some men wvhine saxictimortiously about partyism ini
politics, and at the saine lime do dirty tricks in the
Churcli that any politician of average cieanliness
wvould be asbamned of; but these scihernes are soon
found out, and alwvays corne, sooner or later, t0 an ig-
noble end. It may be quite true, brother, that ministers
occupy prominent places whose abilities are not equai
t0 yours. Thiat wiIl always happen in a Church in
whicb ministers are called, and calîs are t00 ofien
bcfixed.» Ministers cari neyer be placed according to
their merits in a Presbyterian Church as they are in
the M.\eîlodist Churches. But neyer mind, brother.
Perhaps if yon had got a caîl your position would flot
be much better thtan it is. Perhaps a better cal! than
the one you expect may soon corne. So cheer up
and begin the year with a capital sermon flext Sab-
bath. Tiîrow yourself mbt your work. Preach 'better
and visit better and study better next year tban you
have ever done before ; and if you realiy need a new
field, it will be pretly sure 10 corne. The best way to

gel a better congregation is t0 be conspicuously useful
in the one you bave.

Here is another brother wbo is a little depresseri
because bis congregation bas flot done so well during
1886 as heexpected. The mernbership bas flot grown
so fast as bie thinks it should have grown. On the
first day of the year be expecîed that certain persons
wlîo seemed inîerested, perbaps anxious, wvould be in
full communion before the close of the year. Tbey
bave neyer moved. Perbaps their cases do flot seem
50 hopeful now as tbey did a year ago. «Their pastor
is disappointed, depressed. His most cherisbed ex-
pectations have flot been realized. Brother, did youx
do your best ? If you did, worrying wvill not mend
rriatîers. Paul was flot al'vays successful. The peo-
pie were flot ail converted even by the preaching of
your Master. If you have done yonr best, leave the
result ini hands stronger than yours. Worrying unfits
you for duîy, and does no good to the people you
worry about. Begin the New Year cheeriiy, hopefuliy,
prayerfully, and the end of 1887 niay see better
resuits.

And bere is a congregation disappoirited wiîh Iheir
newv pastor. They expected a great deal from the
newv marn, but tbeir expectatioxis have flot been rea-
lized. Quite likely îhey expecîed far îoo mucb.
Nearly every congregalion does. If they expected
the nev rninister t0 do impossible îhings, and are dis-
appointed because lie did flot do impossible îhings,
îbey are 10 be piîied ; that is 10 say, they are to be
pitied because they have nio common sense. People
witbout sense are aiways objecîs of pity.- Whether
people are to be pitied even when a new minister
does flot do possible and reasonable thirigs de-
pends entireiy on how they got hini. If two or three
men in the congregation arrang-ed the cail wiîlî two
or îhree mîen outside-probabiy wire-puiiing ministers
-and the peopl3 allowed themselves 10 be handed
over like s0 many sheep, they deserve 10 be disap-
pointed. May the disappointment teacb theni self-
respect and several other things that men slfould
learri, who are priviieged with self-government in
ecclesiastical affairs. If fair and reasonable expecta-
lions are flot realized in the case of a nxew p-.-tor
fairiy called by the people, perhaps the best plan is
t0 help him for a lime, and give iîim a good chance-
Sympaîhy, help and prayer may make him a flrst-
ciass mari by the end of next year. Try Ibis plan.

And here is a lonely fellow who thought that dur-
ing 1886 hie wvould be able to make domestic arrange-
nments that .vould lessen -lis loneliness. Ne didn>t.
She bas flot seen proper to tel! this contributor the
reason wby, and therefore he is not able~ te tell others.
Cheer up, young man, and you may have better luck
next year. Try again. Try often. Keep on irying,
By the end of 1887 your expectations mnay be realized-

There is a remote possibility that 'somewhere in


