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A DISTURBED CONDITION IN THE UNITED STATES.
Strikes among the operatives in the textile mills

of the, United States are quitc numerous. The Fall
River workers recently made a demand for a 10 per
cent. increase, and obtained it, without much difficulty.
This seems to have encouraged others to make similar
demands, and the trouble was transferred to Lowell,
where, however, the conditions are very different, the
, goods there manufactured being in the main of another
_class, which could not stand the increase. Matters at
Lowell looked very threatening for a time, and a gen-
. ¢ral strike was feared, for a 10 per cent. advance in

wages, which would have affected some 16,000 em-
ployees, and meant a loss of ahout $150,000 a week to
the operatives, and about as much to the mills. For-
tunately, the worst was averted Dy concessions having
been made, a citizens’ committee having dotte much to
bring about an understanding.

The American Woolen Co. has a strike on hand,
and has been obliged to notify some of its customers
that it is unable to deliver goods contracted for. This
strike commenced at Olneyville, R.I., in opposition to
the system whereby a weaver is obligzed to operate
two looms. It spread to the Beoli and Fitchburg
mills and to other places. About 6,000 of the com-
peny’s employees are affected. Some weavers are sat-
isfied to run two looms, being able to earn about $2
per week more than they could with one. Others claim
that fines for bad work and the extra work requlred
more than offset the extra pay. That the system is
not universally popular among manufacturers is evi-
dent§grom the fact that not a very large percentage of
mills Mve adopted it. An attempt was made in 1879
or 1880 to inaugurate the two-loom syste n in Provi-
dence, but it was not a success. The improved loonis
introduced since then have made it an «asier problem,
The general impression scems to be that it will not
wcrk except for the very plainest of goods.

The Tioga sik mill at Athens, Pa, is closed,
seventy-five girl weavers having gone on  strike
because the management would not dispose af tue help
of two Syrians, to whom the majority of the help had
taken a dislike.

There is a lockout in Augusta, Ga., every mill
in the necighborhood being closed. the lockout affect-
ing 10,000 men. There is also dissatisfaction among
the mule spinners of the cotton yarn and thread mills
cf Rhode Island, and » demand for an incrcase of 10
per cent. in wages, which may lead to a strike, aﬂ'ect—
ing at least 5,000 operatives.

Such a state of unrest among operatives has a

very injurious effect upon the textile industry, and it is
tc be regretted that some more- satisfactory way of |
settling such disputes between employers and employed
cannot be devised.
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