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A Convert Through Spiritaalism,

Tho story of each ' pilgrim’s pro-
gress,” from that special ** house upcn
tho sand,” wherein ho happoned to be
born, or which he hnd censtruoted for
himsolf, towards tho House, built by
tho Living_God upon o rock, has its
own individual interest, not only as a
human doocument, but oven moro, n8
boing & record of tho denlings of God
with that particulzr soul.

Yot there has been o cortair undor-
lying similarity, boneath widoe dif ar-
onces cf character snd oircusnstat.co,
in most accounts of tho conversiom of
educated Bughsh men und women,
ginco tho timo of tho Oxford movy-
mont, ariging from tho fact that such
convorts have been, for tho most part,
carnest and Jovout Anglicans of one
typo or another. Amongst such, with
what.sor divergencies and idivayn
orzoies, a common if vague idea of the
oxistence of a right road, could it but
be discovered, hus been already pro-
sont to their minds. and, as nany
sought it simultancously, they found
choer and comfort by the way. But
the briof history now to be related, is
that of one who groped on, alone
beneath the stars, th.ough strango
untroddon paths, out of the beaton
track , yet, who was wonderfully led
into God's Church ; now, inany years
ago.

For me, as for ons of old, the siat
bad gone forth . * Behold I take from
theo the dosire of thy eyes with a
stroke,” aud f was alone, and desn-
late. My short iarringe bad beon
perfect in its love and sympathy, and
life without my husband seemed un-
endurable, but a little child was loft
me, and for his sake I resisted the
longing to turn my face to the wall
and die.

I had not ceased to beliove in ¢ God
the Father Almighty,” nor in * the
life everlasting ;" but these two articles
may be said to have comprised my
croed. Everyching else has become
to me more or less shadowy and
uncertain.

1 had been brought up in the
Ohurch of England, but I had never
folt any lovslty or allegiance to her,
or attraction towards any section of
Anghcan opinion, and all agsumption
of authority by either party roused m
me indignation and rebellivn. I felt
1t illogical, that religious submission
should be demanded by any Protes-
tant institution, the fundamental basis
of Protestantisra being the right of
;mvnte judgment 1 matters of faith.

had always been conscious of a zort
of distant awo and reverence for the
great Church of Rome, though Ilmew
nothing of her doctrines; moreover,
her postry and art appealed o my
love of the beautiful, but I ghrank from
her clamm to authority, having an
intense dread of dogmatism and dom-
mation, and regarding truth entirely
from a subjective point of view.

In miracles, visions, and appar:-
tions, whether of angels, or of the
departed, I had sorrowfully ceased to
believe , because 1t appeared to e
undoubted, thut God being always the
same God, and His laws the same and
changeless, that which lied happened
could happen again, and in all proba
hility would do so, therefure, being
accustomed to hear it asserted, or taken
for granted, that since Apostolic times
the supernateral had ceased to infla-
ence this earth, I came tv regard
Diblical statements of such ocour-
rences as mythical embodiments of
some moral or spiritual lesson, and
belief in their actuality, as the super
stition of simpler ages.

Nevertheless, I was in good faith,
and was ready and anxious to follow
any gleam of light, at uny cost, and,
so lighs was sent me, in what would
seom an exceptional mauner, althougn
I am by no means a solitary instance
of conversion to the Church through
what is called ¢ Spiritualism."”

The main differsnce betwoen oll
that is included under that co.npre-
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honsive title, and tho possibilities of
communication betwoen the living and
the dead, bolioved in by Catholics,
consiets, %o fur na I apprehend the
question, obivfly in this, that in what
goos by tho nemo of * Spiritualism,”
a cortain conscious initiative is taken
on the humnn side, with dircot mtont
to induco munifestations from beings
out of tho flesh, whercas all inter-
courso botweon tho scen and the un.
geen, in Catholis records, has been,
apparontly, and cortanly so far as the
consciousness of the recipivnt extend-
od, commenced and carried ut, sololy
and ontirely, from the invisible world,
without his consent or desire. U'pon
tho hypotbesis of the unconscions ful-
filment of conlitions, I will not enter
now. Tho charnoter of such comsnuni-
cations has neceasarily beon much
more clovated. I am roferring here,
to visits from the words spoken by
gouls in Purgatory, for it is hardly
necessary to say, that Divino rovels-
Lions to tha saints, vicions and appari-
tions of our Dlessed Lady, or of
Angels, stand on a much more exalted
footing, and it is not to such that I
venture to make aliusion. It las
always been racognized by Catholic
writers, that mysticism hag its diabolio
gide, its natural side, and its Divine
gide, aud that it is not ensy to dis-
tinguish at once between these: or
to bo quite sure whera one merges
into, or is superseded by another. Im-
mense caution hes consequently been
recommended by theolngians, and las
been practised by such Catholics 88 in
differont ages hove been led through
steange experionces. Even with tho
safoguards of true dootrine, and true
sacraments, intercourse with  the
Unscon has always been attended with
considerablo dangor, on account of the
subtlety of evil spirits, for, as St

Paul tells us, ** Satan transformeth
himself into an angel of light.”

In tho proternaturalism of the pro-
sont day, outside the Church, theroare
many shades and grades and degrees
and differences, in~luded under the
general name of * Spiritualism ;** but
1 think it scarcely possible to over-
state, or to exsggerate its many and
fearful perils. Such only as have
penetrated deeply into its arcans, can
form any, even approximate, idea of
these. That gifted and clever, but
unbappily deluded man, Lawrence
Oliphant, speaks most emphatically of
the risks incurred by thcso attending
seanccs and this quite apart from other
objections that might be urged by a
Catholic as to Spiritural or ecolesi
astical prohibitions.

To return to my own history. Not
vory long after my husband died,
when 1 was hungering and thirstiog
for some sign of his presence, for
somo evidence that he still lived and
loved mo, I began to hear Spiritualism
discussed, and I rend cagerly and
listened earnestly, so as to obtain all
the information I could. I gatheted
from sincere and enlightened inquirers
into the subject, that with all its deep
and absortbing interest, there was
always much uncertainty. Mediums,
they said, were occasionally deceptive,
but were more often themselves Jde-
caved ; conditions not being as yet
well understood, they were not eli-
able, many factors rombining to make
up what is colled Spiritualism,
amongst these, thought-reading, the
donl action of tho brain, and the un-
conscious inflaence of mind tpon
mind, whether in the circle or at a
distance ; each aud all causing addi-
tional complications, and finally, the
identity of the Spirits commuuicat-
ing, was not to be easily verified,
owing partly to the imperfection of
processes, axd partly to the audacity
and falsehoods of evil spirits, who did
not hegitate to take any names, and o
pase themselves off as those with
whom intercourse was desired. A
frame of mind as patient and as pas-
sive a8 migIht bo poszible was therefore

advised. I was given to undersland
that the need for a “ medium’ srose

from tho faot that tho spirts could
orly oxert thoir influence nnd action
in and through a megnotio atmos-
plero, rarer and finer than tho palp-
ablo one with which we are surrounded,
and 1n which wa breathe and live ; and
that * mediums" wero gimply porsons
possessing an unusually large amount
of this force, n subtlo and othorialized
form of clectrivity, tho spinits boing
ablo to colleot from sucl: persons sufli-
sient power to nid them to como into
contact with other human beings not
thus gifted.

I became most anxious to find somo
modium, but had no iden low to
accomplish it, wion un unoxpected
way was opened to moe under very
pleasant and desirable circumstances.
A lady I know, told me she would liko
to introduco me to an old friond of
hers, who, together with her davghter
was investigating Spiritualisim in a
vory serious and roligious manner.
Accordingly, the introduction was
effcoted, and the old lady kindly
bcgged mo to go and pay thom a visit.

fra. R. (as I will coll her), and her
daughter Margaret had been origin-
ally Unitarians, as was our mutual
friond and int. ucer, but at the time
I made their avjuaintance they were
Christinn dissenters, the Spirits having
declared to them the Divimty of our
Lord.

1 may hero add, that Margaret
evontually became a Catholic under
the same influences which helped me
to become one, nlthough some time
after my recoption, and she has re-
mained a thoroughly good and faithful
child of the Church for now more than
twelve years, having baptized her
mother on her death bed, nud insteuct-
od many in the Faith. I meake a point
of mentioning this, because I have
seon it stated, not only that Spiritunl-
1sts seldom become Catholics 1which
is probably true, though I think many
would do 8o if they could bo brought
under Catholic mifluences). but that
in the rare instance= of uapparent
conversion, they have alwuys gone
back. I can only say that this is
distinotly contradioted by facts within
my own knowledge.

The seances held at Mrs, R———'s
house were entirely private, and wereo
attended by no professional mediur,
but several of the Aabitues possessed
congidorable magnetic force, which
had been developed and increased by
these frequent mestings. There was,
in partiovlar, a certain Mr. B - —, &
momber of the congregation to which
my friends belonged, who had very
extraordinary powers. Ho used to
fall into ¢ sort of trance, appesring
liko one dead, pale and livid, and then
would suddenly start up, gazing
betore him into space, with eyes that
had in them nospeculation, and would
begin to --~eak in voices quitoother
than and d.atinct from his own, voices
of men, of women, and of children,
voices refined and cultured, and voices
coarse and rough, he being ull thetime
entirely unconscious of what was being
spoken through him. Occasionally a
voice would be recognized by riends
of the departed individual from whom
it professed to emanate, but often the
voices were those of strangers, coming
for the most part to implore prayers. 1
ofterwards saw this ** trauce-medumn-
ship,” as it is called, in several other
instances, especially in that of a Ger
man lady, now dead—an intercsting
person, of sensitive temperamenl etad
rohigious asptration, who hisd cutue out
of Oalvinuism through the teachings
of her disembodied friends, and who
was gradually learning Catholic doc
trine. Hor busband used to wrilo
down what sho said in her trances;
much, ofton, to her own surprise on
reading what had been sct Jown.

(10 BE CONTINGLEN)

For a aluggish and torpid liver, aothin
can -urpasggycr's Pillu.rp'l'ho y contain 2o
calome), nor Aoy minoral drog. but aro com-
posed of the sative principles of tho beat

vogetablo cathartics, and thols as0 alwaya
rosnlts in marked bonefit to tho patieat,

The Average Drink Counsumption

Tho>e in, at first, something very ap-
palling in tho re ' of tho drink son-
sumed in largo c.. For instance,
tho statoment was Iately put forwand
at tho London Mausion Houso that thr.
city of London drank overy yoar forty-
five willion gallons of malt liquor,
cight million gallons of wine, and four
and o holf nillion gallons of spirits.
Tho announcoment startled tho putlio
unti! an  optimistic mathematiclen
brought a littlo arithmotic to beur on
tho figures, and forthwith altered their
significanco. He found that London
bad o population of closo upon six mil-
lions. About two millions of theso
aro childron, who, for tho purpose of
argument, may bo classed as taking no
alcohol at all. Also, for the purposo
of argument, it tnay bo assumed that
of the romaining four millions two mil-
lions aro total abatainers, leaving the
drinkers of tho city numbered at two
millions. This would give an annual
averago consumption per head of
twonty-two and ono balf gallonsof malt
liquor, four gallons of wine, ond two
and onefourth gallons of spirit.
I'wonty-two and one-half gallons a
yoar is almost exaotly balf s pint a day;
four gollons a year would bo a very
small wino-glass daily; two and one-
fourth gallons o ycar would barely
suflice to £il! the smallest liquor-glass
threo bundred aud sixty-five times.
So that the inquiring statistician
reached the conclusion that the terrible
drink bill of London resolved itseif into
tho fact that tho as wrageLoadonertakes
one glass of beer with hig dinuer, auda
very smal} glass of wine after it, and
that before be goos to hed ho takestho
merest toothful of whisky or soms
other apirit as a nightcup.
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Wendell Philips as o Lecturer.

Wendo!l Philips as a lecturor, and
apart from his extraordinary powerasa
conventior orator on occasions, was
quite the most intereating, the most con-
vinciog, the most polished and delight-
fal platform speaker that Amorica has
produced. He owed his success to the
wit, to the most felicitous and incisive
vocabulary, to the most melcdious and
entrancing voice and to his perfect com-
wand of hirself \nd all his resources.
Ho was never slovenly He always
brought his best thought most carefully
arranged to his audience, oud he never
met an audience, oven one hostile to him
and his opinions that he could not at
length sebdue to his potent influence.
Nothing was left to chance.

He would no more havo produced an
unfinished lecture than a great artist
would bave exhibited an unficished pic-
ture. He respected his audience, and
the audienco always felt this. The sym-
pathy that bo gaimed from it, even
when it dieagreod with bim, was the
more remsarkable becanse he never, or
rarely evcr, improvised. Yet he had
such cousumate ort that he scemed to
be imprevising , the gnlden words ap-
parently dropping freshly coinod from
the brilliant mint of his mind He
was eloquent without a single burst of
cheap rhetoric.  And of oll orators on
tho platform he was tho most convinc-
ing and plausible for the hour.—
Charles Dudley Warner in Harper's,

Therois duzgcr in neglecting s cold. Man
who have diod of consumption dated their

{ troubles from exposurs followed by a cold,

which ssttled on therr longs, and in a short
time thoy wero beyond tho skill of the boat
physician. Had thoy used Bickle's Anti-
Consumptive Syrup beforo it was too lalo,
their lives would have betn spared. This
medicino hae no equal for suring coughs,
colds and all affections of the throat and

luags.

* Look not mournfully into tho past. It
comez not back again. = Wisely iinprove tho
presont ; it is thine.— Losgrellow.

That which wo aro wo shall teach, not
volontarily but iavolnntarfly. Thoughts
como into our minds by avesues which wo
never left open, and thoughts go out of our
minds through avaaues which wo neves vol
untarily opened. Character teaches over
our head




