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Though it does not appeay, that he originally invented,
he, doubtless, improved the invention of teleseopes;
and applied them to astronomical purposes! Esjecidl
ly has modernastronomy been improved, enriched,and
confirmed by the discoveries and experimentst of -thas
prodigy of mathematical knowledge, thé meompatable
Sir Isaac. Newton.

Modern discoveries, in the sublime science of ‘astro=
nomy, have opened prospects, which; dt once, adtorish:
wnd delight, to a degree which words areinable toex»:
press. The most obvious distributicn of those heavens:
ly bodies, which we commonly call stars, is. into.twe
classes ; permanent and planetary ; fixed+and wat-.
dering. The former. are usually,.by way of eminénoe;
called stars; the latter planets. The stars, o account.
of, their appérent unequal magnitndes, are divided:ntor
six classes; called’ stars of the first ; stdars of the e
cond ; stayrs of the.third ; stavs.of fhe fourth ;. stavs ofs
the ﬁfth and stars of the sixth. magnitude.. Gf the
stars some are visible to the naked eye ;others are.dis-’
covered only by the assistanee of glasées, calleld telesd
copes. The latter have, onthis actount, bgen cdlled:
telescopical stars; . Ari- ordinaty telescope iy said to!
discover, in several parts of the heavens, tén fimes;as
many stars as.can be seen by thenaked eye. Theapk
parent unequal maomtudes of the!stars, are; proba{)ly,
owing, tothelrunequal distances. To. a. person-at tise
nearest star, our sun would, probably, appear no larger
than that star:doesto us, - Ly SN

At such immmense distandes are the stars from‘ us}
that, it is supposed, a ball shot from a loaded: cannon,
and flying with undiminished veiouty, would: travel
several hundred thousand years before:it codld reach
the nearest ofthem. -

( To be Continued.)
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