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val evil, and for the growth and establishment
of all true excellence, its tendency is so strong
uhd s well fitted to elevate this fallen world
to the putity of heaven, and to renew man af-
ter the image of God, as shows beyond all
controversy the Seriptures to be a hook pure-
Iy spiritual, while gold is e substance as pure-
Iy materia], .

The superiority of the Seriptures to gold,
will be seen still more, if we consider the be-
vefits they Tespectively oconfer upon man,
Gold is a substance of ho small value and im-
vortance to man. It maltiplies the sources of
luman enjoyment ; it is the origin and main-
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- benevolence to man <o nctive as to have led
i to the ereetion of those humane and philan-
+ thrapic instituttons schich are designed to mi-
s ligate the evils, and promote the comforts of
1 the poor and the saffering 5 it has extirpated
50 many barbarous customs that onee prevai-
ved, und introduced such refinement into the
+ general tone of society, that by its influence,
. even in & temporal point of view, it has con-
ferred unspeakuble benefits on man; and
then, when we consider its higher and hap-
pier influence over those who, by a living
+ Taith in its wuth, brng therpselvcs under wills
, ing subjection to its authority; when we con-

spring—the means no well as the grand end ! sider how that, though it does not exempt
of all business, traflie, and commercial enter- | them fram the trials of life, it furnishes them
prise—it raides its possessar from the bave ne- § with the true philosapher’s stone, that can
cessaries of life ta seek for refinements and { turn them all into gold, leading them to
elegancies—it begets a feeling of independ- | bring their wills into entive acquiescence with
ence, and its profuse appeavance in every , the Divine—»filling them with thelove of Goidl

form, disclosing extensive resources. never
fails to secure its passessor a station of power
and influenice in the world. It were the mer-
est affectation, then, and coutrary to all ob-
servation and exporfence, to deny that gold
does confer a variety of substantial henefits
on man in the world ; but then they are ben-
efits on man in the world ; but then they are
henefits of such a kiud, that they cannot im-
part to him the enjoyment of pepfect, nor se-
cure the pledge of Jasting happlness.  Let his
coffers be ever so full of the envied treasure,
and his apartments exhibit ever so profusely
the splendour of golden trappings, his gold
cannot elevate hun to a happy eminence
wh ere the troulies and misfortunes of life will
not assail him j and not until gold can pur-
chase an indemnity fron the thousapd ills that
fleshis heir ty=-not until power can command
all tipe angry agents of pain to vanish and re-

tire—not until muthorpy and influence oan |

charm or exorcise the demon passions that
are hostile to peace of mind,—whieh embitter

Jife and fill the world with violence and eringe |
~then, but not till they, can gald be said to |

confer the blessings most needful apgd most
suitable to man,

‘Turn now to the Waord of God 5 angl when
vou consider the preciops henefits it confers
on maur, yon will perceive how much more ju
is to be desired than gold, the finest gold,
Striking its axe atsin, the vout of gll the
evils that affliet bgth the personal and socjal
gandition of man, it fays, in the disappeyr-
snce of that evil and biter thing, a founda-

tion for the full enjoy ment of'all te blessings

jt offers ; and how many and various are these

Plessings ! It reveals doctrines caleulated 1o

il the mind  with sublime and holy  prinej-

ples ; it preseribes Jaws which in their natare

are wise, and equitable, and good, aad which
Iy their direet wnd eeptuin infuence are cal-
culated to promote the huppiness of ajl who
obey them ; it inspires sentiments of piety to
God, which, when imbibed in their true spi-
7it, mould man into the highest form of hu-
manity ever seen on earth; and jt promptsa

i the joys of the Holy Ghost, and the blessed
{ hone of eternal lite § wiien, in short, we con-
sider that 1t instils into all who imbibe it«
spigit and comply with its dictates u principle
_ that makes them faithful in the discharge of
,every duty, yetive in the improvement of
. every means of graoe, serene in the most,
, troublous hour af afffiction, wnc happy in the
- prospeet of death—say, has it not conferred
s benefits an man greater and more precious
« than all the gold iu the world could.ever pur-
{ chase

y Once more, the superiovity of the Serip-
ttves to gold, even the finest gold, wiil be
yasen, when we condder their comparative
¢ durability.  Gold, though the most valuable
y usefl, and durable of all the metals, is of
, mutable nature, Though not liable, liko
. others, to corroding rust, it is subjept to tha
s tear and wear of time; and. like all things
else that belong ta this changing warkd, is
, doamed to grow dim of its splendour, und to
v perish at last. .

Purn now to the Wand of God ; and when
vou eonsider the durability of its nature, you
will perceive it 18 aepossession more to be de-
sired than gold, even much fine gold. It hag
already contjnued tg exist for ages, and 1t will
continue to exist so long as the world lasts,
 But 1am nat speaking of its cuntinued and
, miraculous preservation in the world, but of

its personal and happy effects on those who
cread and prize it, as the Psalmist dide—on
those i, reading and receiving by faith its
precious truths into their heart. will have rea-
san, both {n time and throughout etepnity. ta
bless God fur the jsestimable boon, The
man whose treasures of gold are uy great ay
those Crpsus, and who has placed «ll tjs hap-
piness and his hgpe in his coffers, may bs
stpipped, like that opulent monareh, of all
 his riches, und left to beg a pittance from the
,cold hand of charjty. But when the word
enters the heart of any one, with demonstra-
| tion of the Spirit, and  with power, it Jeads
. him to a Saviour who can save him to the ut-
teymost, and wjll never yhandon the sou} tha
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