
4WIE MONT'l;.Y RECORD OY TIUE CItURCi OF SCOTIAND)

ral evil, and for the growth and establishment -benevolence to man qo active ns to have 'leid
of ail true excellence, its tendency ix .o btrong L; to lth erection of those limitane aid phtilan.
aid so well fitte'd to elevate tihis fallen m orld tbropte inutiitutions wiielb are designed ta m1i,
Il tle pulity of henvei, and to renew 41,mi af. tigate the %ils. tnti pumote the comforts of
ter lte image of God, %.s slows Ievond all te pour anîd the sikffering ; it lias extirpated
cosntr'oversv the Scripttires tl be a look pure- ,so many harhanrotns customis tlat onîee lrevait-
]y spirituai, while gold is e substance as pure- ed, andt introduced suli refitteinett into the
ly aliterial, getieral tone ni society, timit ly its influence,

'ie superiority of tle Seriptures to gold, even lii a temporal point of view, it lias cli-
will lie seen still 'more, if we consider the be. ferred titspeakalile beneflis on mat ; and
nlefits they 'respectively confer tipon man. then, when we consieer its higher and lap-
Gold is a sulstantce n Oit) smniall value anrd ima- pier influence over thiose wolin, by a living
portance to man. It mutiplies the sources of faitht iii its trutl;, hrmng temselves undor will,
haman enjovment ; il is the origin and mahin- ing subjection to its autliority; wlien ve con-
prig-the means ao weli s tie grand end sider how that, iliotgli it does not exempt

of uall'husiniess, traffir, and commercial enter- tlien fraîm te trials olf life, it furiisies Ltema
prise--it rai.es its possessoi from the bare ie- wtit the true sopher's mte, thlat can

essaries 'of life tu seek for refiiemaents and turn tlhen all into goild, leaditg then to
elegancies-it begets a feeling pf independ- bring their vills into etaire acquiescence witlh
eice, and its pr->fuse appearance it ever the 1 )ivie-filliig tteni witlh the love of Godx
forni, disclosintg extenisive resources. iever te j (ys di the lioly Gliot, and tlie blessed
fitil tn secure its possessor a statin IOf power hote 'of eternal lite ; wiien, itn slort, we con-
and influence in Lte world. It were ite mer- sider tlat it instLs into ail whio imbihe its
est ffectttioni, ten. and contrary to all oh- spir;t and comply witi its dictateq a pîrinciple
servatiou ind exporitince, to deny thtat gold that iakes liem fîiiltftul in the discharge of
does confer a v'arietv of sbsitantial bint eflts every duty, tietive itu tl.q imiprovement o'
oi tian ini tLie wor.1ldi; hutt tiiei tley are hen- ever' mneantts of grae, serette in the most,
<'fits in man.1 in the world ; but lthei tlhey are trouîblons hou' of itiniction, itad happy in tli
beniti s of sicli a l4 tid, tliat tliey cannlant mi- prospect of death-say, lais it taot ctnferretd
part to liitp the enjoviment cif perfect, nor se- benefits an moan greater andt more precious
cure Lte pledge of bting happless. Let his titan ill tLie guld in thie world could.ever pur-
coffers he ever su full of the envied treasure, cliase ?
til iis aparttients exiibit ever so profuisely Once niore. tie sopeirity of the Svrip-
tie splendour of golden trappings, ls gold tr;î'es to gold, even thte finest gold, will be
cannot elevate hui to a lappy enîltenice seuen. wlienî we conider tieir conýparative
wIi ere te troubles and nisfor'tiuies of life will durability. Gold, Litougîh the mîost valuable
not assail imiti j and uut util gold catn pur- tseifui, and durable of ult the metals, is of a
cinse an indemnity froi the tioutsind ills timt Imutable nature, ThuSg nt liable, liko
fleshis heir tot noit unt il power can comtantd others, to corroding rtit, it is s'ubjeot to tle
till thie atgtry agents of pain to %aniish and re- tear and wear of titme ; and. like all tiinîgs
tir'e-înot uitil titlitiiy and inflience oan elke that belong to this clangintg wnrld. Vi
ciarin or exIrise the iletmn passiuts tiat I donned to grow dimî of its spilenidour, Sand to
are iostile to peace of mitd,- ieh ebitLter 4 perisi at last.
life and fill the worlil w iti violence and crine , Turn now to the Wori of God ; and wyhuen
-ilien, but not till tiet, cati gold lie said to . yot consider Lte turability of its iatture, you
Cnier tle blessings tum t needful ad Imot will perceive iL <s u-possession nire Lu be de-
suitable to man. sired thai goldt, even nutich fine gold. It in

'Tura taow to ite Word of God ; ani wien tîlr'eacy coutintued t exist for ages, tat. it will
you cotsidenr the preciopb bentefits it confers contintiu tu exist so lantg ias the w'orld lasts.
on matt, yut wi'll peceive low initeh more 't ltit I ai tint speakitg of ils cuntiueitii ntud
is ta be desired tIan gl, te finlebt gold. mir'aculous preservation in the world, but of
Strisittg its taxe ait sitn, the roat of 1ll tlie its persoial and happ effects uon tLhose wiho
evils tIat afflict boti the persn.i tand sociatil read and priz it, as te 1sahnlist dld.-on
pondition of iImln, i.i las. inl tue disaipper- those who, reading and recei'ing.hy faith its
tunce 0l' tLat Cvil aund bitter tiiing, a founda- precious trutis into tiir heurt. wiil have r'ea-
tion for tlie full enjoy latent nf'til tciubseings son, both in tite and tihroughouit eternity. to
it offers ; andai low mait ny and various tire tihese bless God f.r the isesti amahle hooi. 1he
Ne»iigs ! It reveals doctrines ualctibitei to man wiose treasures of gold ire ais great auj
fill tLe mItind witi subislime and ioly priieî- time Cripsus. and wiu has plteed all 1Is lap-
pies ; it prescribes iws whici in their nature piness tai his lope in his coffers, iay be
;re aiseand equitjble, and good, ad whiicht stripped, like tiat o:ulent mnonarbci, tof all
»v ileir direct und eertain inflltîence are cal- bis riches, and left tu beg a pittanîce fromt the
Culated to promote tliu happiniess of all wbo cold latnd of ciarity. Iut wien the word
obey theni; it ii)supires sentiments of piety to enters the heart of any ene, with deionstra-
Ood. whiich, when imbibed ini tiheir true spi- tint of the Spirit, aod with power, it leads

Sif,nuould man into the higiest form of hu- hirp to a Saviour wlo can save ii to the' ut-
anity ever seen gi earth ; and i. prompt& e tefmost, and willtever u4Iatdun the.soul 14t
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