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that privilege under the circumstances afid in view of his loyalty

to the Cro'wn in the distressful days that have passed since the

Great War began. But fromt a theoretical point of view there is

as usual, much to be said on both sides as to the~ wisdom or

propriety of judges appearing in the political arena. And much

more has been said on sucli occasions by those who have held

judicial positions as well as by those who have criticised them

for taking part in such discussions.

These criticisms in dealing with the historical setting of the

subject have been coinpelled to admit that in England there lias

been a muci 'wider latitude taken by and alloWed to judges sitting

in the flouse of Lords than lias been generally supposed. Sucli

great judges as Lord Hardwicke, Lord Mansfield, Lord Thurlow,
and Lord Eldon exercised a powerf ul influence in the field of poli-

tics in their days. In later years Lord Cairns, wlio in, Feb., 1866,
became the second Chancery Lord Justice, early the next year

wvas sitting as a Peer in the flouse of Lords; and as sucli is said

to have made twenty-four speeches on the Reform Bill when that

measure came before the lipper House. A long list might bie
given of other distinguislied members of the Bencli who, wlien

they became' Peers of the realm, expressed their views in the
flouse of Lords on public questions witli the saine f reedom, as

those who had no judicial duties to perform.
One of our Exehanges calîs attention to the fact that so clear

a thinker and eminent a writer as Lord Macaulay was not
horrifled at the idea of the "combining of a political and a
judicial calling." H1e said that, f ar from wishing to eut off
judges from political 11f e, lie would like to sc tliem in the flouse
of Commons in greater numbers. Hie would, lie said, throw
open the door to ail the judges. It is noteworthy that the flouse
of Commons agreed witli lis views by the large majority of
224 to 123.

We are not, however, prcpared to accept the proposition that

what may be done with propriety in old England can safely

and wisely be done in the outlying units of our Empire. We

have often seen in this Dominion unseemly clashes and un-

edifying spectacles resulting from the "combining of political
and judicial callings." We do not desire to enlarge upon the


