
GENERÂL CORRESPONDENCE.

stand-at Ieast, why tbey should net be re-
spensible for legal errors.

Now, 1 ehiefly commeuced this letter with
a view of trying te fix the attention of the pro-
fession upon the necessity of having some uni-

formi understanding as te charges for couvey-
ances. 1 think "A," a lawyer, has ne right-
ne legal or moral right-becanse bie is the next-

deor ueighbor of -' B,"' another iawyer, te
charge only $4 for drawing twe long farm
leoses, or $4 for drawing two deeds and affida-
vits, and se ou, when "B," following a tariff
flxed on by the profession, charges $4 for one
lease or deed. 1 say it is wreng for the mem-
bers of the profession te be beating eue/i other
down at the-instance of some uiggsrdiy client,
who wiil go from office to office te see in which
hie can get bis work done the chespest. There
should be a knoaiu and -uniform standard of
charges ;it is the interest of ail practicîng
lawyers that it should ha se, jnst as it is with
the medical men te observe their tarif. And
if medical men eau receive their fées why net
lawyers theirs, in cases net provided for by
law ? If ail adopt the tariff it i-, the duty ef
courts of iaw te shlow such charges te be re-

covered upon a "quantum meruit." At comn-
mon law ne costs are allowabie at al; then in
ail cases whera professional men, or persens

perforîuing duties or works raquiring skill, are
employed, they certainly have the rigbt te

meet and fix a tariff of charges, sud those per-
sens who employ themi are, aftar a reasenable
time, presumad te know their charges.

Iu some of the Western American States the
tariff of lawyer's charges is flxed on this prin-
ciple in ail the courts.

The tariff charges established by the mem-
bers of the legai profession in Hamilton, at a

meeting held at Norton's hotel on the 28th

Septamber, 1855, over which Wm. Proudfeot,
Esq, presided as chairman, and Wmn. Legge,
Esq., as secretary, fixes the amounts the pro-
fession are te charge for business net included
in the ordinary tariff flxed by the Judges.
About the samie time a similar t irif -or some-

what simuilir, a cepy of wbich 1 have net beau
able te find-was establisbed by the bar in

Toronto. These tariffs relate te cenveyancing
in ail its branches, searches in the ragistry
office, counsal fees at Courts of Oyer aud

Terminer, at the Quarter Sessions and Re-

cerders' Courts, Courts of Appeai, County

Courts, Courts of Probate and Surrogate, Po-

lice Court, Division Court, for advice, and for
commission and business done in Parliament
as lawyers. Since that time, in some of these
courts-for instance in the Surrogate Court -

a tariff of fees bas been estahiishcd for lawyc'rs,
and aise in the Bankrupt Court. I do net

propose (at least in this letter, wbich is ai-
rcady too long) to allude at iength te the items
of these tariffs, but wiil oniy refer te a faw.
For instance, I find tbat the Hlamilton tariff
allows $4 for every common deed, and one-
baîf for ail duplicates. It aliows $1 for al
common affidavits, including attendance and
commissioner; and for every special affidavit,
per folie of 72 words (the Englîsb way of cal-
culating folios) 20 cents per folio. At tbis
rate, a couint deed wuuld 110W cost net iess
than $7, including duplicate and affidavits;
aud if an extra affidavit, $1 more. A charge
of 50 cents is made for every attendance at a
public office, and every special attendance $1
in tbe city, and if eut of the city, $2, te be in-
creased $1 for every extra heur where more
than eue mile ont of the city. It charges $1
for every latter and atter.dance upon special
matters. For every comimon bond for a deed,
or te secure meney, $4. For a lase with or-
dinsry covenants, $4-copies extra. For cem-
mon ebattel mertgage and affidavits, $6. For
certificate of mortgage, $3, including aflidavit.
Fee on every examination of titie, per heur,
$1. Instructions for special conveyance, $2.
Drafting specisi conveyances, per folio, 80 cts.
Engrossing samne, 15 cents per folio, on paper!
on parchment, 25 cents. Fee on settling sanie,
$2, te be increased if very long or important.
Fee on settling samie with opposite counsel,
$5, te be increased in intricate cases. Opinion

on validity of titie, $5, te be increased if in-
portant case. Eotering satisfaction onj udgment,
&c,, $4. Advice in ne case lass tban $2, te be
increased te $10 if case important.

Now, j ust iooking at tbese few charges, how
many iawyers, it may be asked, are governed
by the tarif ? Net long since a person in To-
rente caiied upon a lawyer te draw twe farm

leases, of five year's duration, for a large farm,
sud was toid the charge would be six dollars,
îucludiug a short bond te secure rent. The
applicant or client turns upon the lawyer and
says: IlI can get it done for four dollars by
a certain firm of lawyers." Net long since,
in Toronto, twe long lesses, fer a property
worth tan tbeusaud dollars, were drawn, with
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