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what Mr. Norwood then required ; that Mr. manageable in the event of auy accident arising
Norwood required and intended that she should to the engines. It must be recollected that @lhe
carry 1,800 tous dead weiglit, and Mr. Laing was crossiug the German Ocean and goiug to,says that lie built lier to carry 1,800 tons deadt tlie Baltic. My 'tnpression la that the worst
weighit ini fulfilineut of Mr. Norwood's require. part of that voyage would be before she reached.
ments. 'lie was bujît, and is called a - spar- the Baltic, at ail events in November, when she
decked " vessel, but it appears that the descrip - would be pretty sure to uteet with rougli
tion of a spar-decked vessel whichi Mr. Pliitusoil weatlier. If hier englues wvere disabled, and shehad taken from the Lloyd's IRules did flot exist was flot able to act with lier sals, and sie ws
at that tinte ;and tliough the vessel 'vas a spar- ioa&led lun8ttch fi %, ay as that lu utoderate weather
decked otte, yet tliat the portion of hier aides she became uimuanageable and wtrit down, 1
under the spar.deck, were altogether stronger should say she was overloaded lu that 8tate of
than the Lloyd's Rules required, aud that the things. N'ow, I must see whether she was over-
vessel was altogether a stronger vessel thal, wa i loaded ;but before 1 go into that, 1 must go to the
required for a spar-decked ship; and in that state conclusiveness of fact that we draw, iooking at
of things she was sent to sea by Mr. Norwood, the affidavits. 1 thlnk 1 may afate iiow that the
who seems to have Ioaded lier at different times resuit of the skilled evidence is this-that
witli nearly 1,800 tous of cargo, but flot quite, 1aithougli, 1 think, it ia made ont tliat this ves-
and she does flot seeni to have met witli auy sel wus stronger than wliat is coutlmouiy cailed a
miafortune until the tintie that this disaster lisp- spar-decked slip, sud aithougli the rule of 1870
pened. Now, that occurriug, Mr. Norwood about spar-decked vessels was flot tlien in force,
does, lu tlie moutli of September, 1869, enter y et I think, according to the ordinsry rules hy
into a contract or a cliarter-party, lu whicli lie whicli vessels are loa 'ded, and which are ex-
engages this vessel to take 1,600 tons of railway pressed in Lloyd's Billes of 1851, that " No ves-
iron to the Baltic lui fact, she loads a cargo of sel bonind on any over-sea voyage ahould ou any1,600 tous, or the mereat trifie wlthlu 1,6(10 account be loaded beyond that point of immner-
tons, of railway iron and coals, and witli tliat sion whidli will present a clear aide out of the
she does flot leave the port of Sunderlaud until water when upriglit of three incites to everythe 2nd of November, 1869. Therefore, she foot deptli of hold amidships from the height of
starts on a winter voyage across the Gernian the deck at the side to tIc ivater." Now, treat-
Ocean to the Baltic with tîat quautity of iron on iug this vessel as being stronger than an ordin-
board; and that, 1 think, ta uncontroverted. She ary spar-decked slip, I do flot think it is quite
does go ont, sud after heiug seven or eiglit houes made out to may utiud tliat sie was a ship of
at sea, one of the englues breaks dovvn or gives which the upper deck was a main deck, and,
way-aud I may say tliat the giving way of that consequently, thaI thi8 rule should apply, aud
englue lu that way la lu no way counected with 1 think, accordîng to tlie calctlations which
the overloading-but when the englue gives have been made, applyiug tliat rule whicli says
way and tlie ship 18 disabled, she does faIt into that aIe ought to have tîree luches of clear side
the trougli of the sea sud becomes nmanagea- to every foot depîli of liold, alie ought ta haveý
ble, sud afler drifting front the 2nd of Noveju- had at least 6ft. Smn. of clear @ide, sud I think
ber, as the Attoruey-General lias truly said, tilt ail the witnesses go to that exteut. Not anly
the moruiug of the Sîli. She finally, ou the is that the rule whicli ail tle witulesses lay,
raoruing of the 5th, sinks sud gues dowu. 1down, but that la the mile aud practice ; and,
That la the mode in which she goes down. If flot ouly ltat, but lit. Harringtou, who la the
the weather was blowing a hurricane, or any. skilled witueis on that subject, makes out that
thing of tIaI sort, that mlght have accounîed if a vessel, accordiug to his caiculaîlon as to
for lier going dowu without lier being over- displacement, had the quantity of cargo ou board
loaded, but if the weather was fine or moderate that is xneutianed aIe wouid draw 19ft. 9 lu., 1
il le scarcely passible to canceive, if she were think it la, sud cousequeutty she wonld have
flot overloaded, that sîe should becatue so un- 6ft. 3iu. of freeboard-that la, takiug it ln that
manageabie that they should be *obiiged to view, thaI would be the extreme that she would
abandon lier aud tîat she shouid go down ; be- be drawiug-19ft. 9iu., which would he jual ou
cause wheu steamers are despatched on a voyage the very edge 6f this mute. Now, on thé evi-
the parties must contempiate the possibility deuce of this part of thie case I meally have no
that the englues may be disabled, aud if that be doulit at ail. We have evideuce tlat the vessel,
go, she must flot lie so ioaded that the weight lyiug lu the dock at Sunderland, wlicn iaaded
will lie so maucli Ihat the vessel will becoxue un- was measured. She was lyiug loaded in the dock


