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NoTES ON OTTAWA BIRDS.

1 il publishing " Notes on Ottawva Birds," wc hope to intercst
the yoting in the stucly of ouri birds and to assist the older
imý-mnbzrs of the -ic1d-Natturalists' Club, who hiave flot mnade a
speccial studly of birds, ta idcntify the variaus species w~licn
thîcy arc scn anid heard. The distinguishing characteristics, the
Soli:", the nestinig, a nd the hiabits of aur birds wvill bc l)rominent
in these notes, w~hich, wvith othicr intercsting facts regarding them,
w'ill, wc trutst, miake profitable reading.

W. T. MACOU.N.
Associa/e liditoi- Oruiii/oiogy.

Tiie 'IIksîs- oanc familiar with the magnificent
soas, t he "argent utterances," of aur native thrushcs, any plain
description of thcmn rmLst scern entirely inadequate, and the i>ecn
of a 1)oet should be ernployed, and lias been, many times.
in tclling of thiese r-nost paetic af ail our Canadian forest voices,
The différent inembers of the thrush famnily sli'cak one
language it is true,but it is flot difficuit to distinguish their sangs
onc hrain another. While thatof tevecry,wvhich,by-thc-way,is fiat'
unlike "vccr-y \vccr-y,, v-eer-y," may be campared ta three ar faur
rippling waves in a rapid falling gradually daovnwarcIs, that af
the olivc-b.ick is a cascade falling upivards, if anc may speak af
such a thing, and the hiermit's song alsa riscs fram the
first note ; but tlic her-mit begins with ane clear note, followed
as a rule by a brief pause, îvhich emphiasizes it ; at anly rate
without the impctuaus frothy uipward rush of the beginning of
tlic aliveback's sang, and flic herrnit's is a clearer utterance al
through more ncarly reducible to musical notation. The song
of thcwood thrush is flot likelyta bcconfusedwith the aldcr thiree;
it is more self-asscrtingc, and less mneditative, and the notes ring
with a beil-like quality wvhich the others harclly posscss; thon,
wvhen onc is near by, a faint cluck can always bc hecard imi-
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