
and perversity,- these are the wounds which disfigure our
human nature. 'Ihe statue bas no further need of the
scuiptor who fashions it ; but we have need of the hand
which lias formed us; withont it, we would faIl back into
our original nothingness. -Each instant, it is necessary
that God should give us aid and strength, in order to, live
and act.

it is the same in the supernatural order. Of ourselves,
we are powerless to do good ; we cannot even pronounce
thae name of Jesus iu a meritorlous inanner. XVe are sinners,
having a hundred times abused the goodness of God ; and
in the faee of this moral degradation, what personal good
hive we, in whichi we may gflIory ?

The exterior advantages of birth, rank or fortmne are ini-
dependent cîrcumstances of our will. They are witliout us,
they do flot belong to our nature ; they increase otir obli-
gations, and expose us to many perils.

The advantages of intellect, talent, beauty and strength,
are gifts of the Divine liberality. The Apostie says : «Wlhat
hast thon that thlou hast not received ? And if thou hast
received, -why dost thou glory, as :&Î thon handst iiot re-
ceived it ?" ( I Cor. IV., 7. )

" When you are praised,'-> says St. Cathieriine of Genoa,
understand it is not you, but the gifts of God." Oh!

How trie it is, that in order to be humble, it is sufficient
to possess good sense. Lacordaire had reason tozzaffirin thiat
huniility is a great part of common sense.

Oh Jesus, who hadst tauglit us by word and examiple, to
shun honlors, to condemu ourselves, who hadst taughlt us
the vanity of worldly goods and temporal advantages, grave
more and more this teaching in our souls; <,ranit that in
adoring and contemplatiiig Thy adorable H eart, so humble
and so meek, we may destroy the sentiments of thue nuau of
sin, to substitute for thieni,. those of the ucu. :an, that is to
say, Thiu a own !

The Christian shoulci not be satisfied with 'Jhat hurnilitv
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