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about fifty sliips of~ the lino, werc to eovcr and support the attack. The
preparations on land kcpt pace with those by sea. TIw*eIve t.housand
Frenîch troops wcrec brouglit ais allies or' the Spanisil arniy. The Iîuinanity
of the lBnglishi on tbis occasion added a brighiter lustre than belonged

mitn to the brilliant defence of the fortress agaciîîst so formidable a foc,
Wheni the Spanishi vessels, ignitcd by rcd-hot shot, %wcre in flaines, the
garrison renidered every assistance to the crews, whlo niust othervis.c bave
miserably perishced. T1'le loss sustained by the conîbined fects anîd allied
amnies %was never eorrcctly asccrtaiîicd, but a French. officer who %vas pre-
sent, st.ate% in a lettcr that 'I the nuniber mnakes a inan s-huddcr." TI'le
seige of Gibraltar was definitely relinquislhed in Fcbruary, 17S3, and no
effort bias since beeni made, nor is it probable will bc îîîade, to deprive
Engý-lzand of the fortress.

'l'ie rock of Gibraltar projeets into the seat for about thiree miles, Its
northcra, cxtrcnîity is knomi as leirop.i Point;- and flic, southiern and
eastern sides are ruggcd and stccp, affording natural detènues of' a forniii-'.-
able character aigainst the attack of an ecny. It is only on the 'western
sidle, front ing the bay, that the rock gradually declines to the sea. and ther
tovn of Gibraltar is so built thiat an attack upou it, liowever Nvell plamied,
lowvcr strong, or long contiiîîucd, is alnîost certain of' failure.

The Bay of' Gibraltar fornîed by two points alrcady nanicd, is more
thian four miles acrozs. he dcpthi of its waters, and the protection
affordcd by the hecadland, render the harbor r-caiarikably secure and well
ad-aptcd l'or vesels of every descriptioni. The extreine depii of the
waters wvitliini the bay is 110 fathoins. The sceurity of' the lialrbcur lias
bocii still furtlier incercascd by two nioles, extending 1100 and the other
700 fect iii the bay. The brceadthi of flc ,:trait betweeni E-uropa and
Afirica is fourteeni miles.

Gibraltar bas a population of betwccnt tvc-ty -and thiirty ilhousand, in-
cluding tic gairrison and troops. The fr-tr-css is crcctcd on tlie wvestern.
side oie the rockz, and flhc fortifications are of extraordinary ext-int and
strengthi. 4' The principal batteries are ail case îiatcd, and travoeîses are
constructcd t0 prevelit tliat iniihief that aiglit issue front thie explosion
of shlîls. Vast galîcries hiave been exc.ivaied in thie solid rock and
mnounitcd witb lieavy cannoni ; and coînnuincatiozis have becii cstaibliý,hcd
bctwccni tlc diffecrent batteries by passa- s eut iii the rock to protect the
troops fro:n the enciiy's fire. in fliiet, thec wliole rock is linied witî flic
nmost f orniidablc baitter-ies, froni the wvafer to tlic suininit, and f'oin thec Land
Gate fo Europii Poiî.-t; s-) that. if' priolerly victualicd and garrisonil, Gib-
rt1ar inay bc said to bc npe~aI.

Its position and its strcngth, conièr on Gibraltar advantages wil;ih rosi-
der its position f0 flie Eenglishi of flic utiist inmportanice. It lias with
eingular propriety reecivcd flic naine of the kcy of thec Mediterranezin.
Iii pence it protects the Eniglishi commîerce anid fieis - ia war it affords
equal fitcilities for lîarrassin..g flîir foces. li botlî these respects its value
can s-circely bc ovcr-estiiîîa.ted. lit 1704 if w;îs ma:de a fi-ce port, and vils
cousequcntly a iiiost cotivcnî?ntecntr,-ipot fr.ngihadorg goods
intcnded for tlic Spiauisli or Africanii market. l3tut. as a Place o? emiuuiircc
Gibraltar lias lost ifs old imiportance, and itdùocs Dût EscnI very likely fliat
if %will ever regain if.ý
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