
Editorial.

11 Enotice with pleasure that a chair of Biblical Literaturebas lately beon established in connection wvith Yale
University. Our colleges have too long irrnored the

study of our Engliisli Bible, and even our Theological Seminaries
have given it too littie attention. There is a sense in wvhich ail
the -%vork of a Theological course subserves Bible study. A train-
ingr in philosophical thought and a knovledgte of the sacred
tongrues are important aids in the study of God's wvord. But
while these have their place as auxiliaries, the end of Theologrical
study must ever ho kept prominent above them. This end is a
preparation for proelaiming the gospel of Christ. As popular
thought, and feeling change, so, this preparation inust change to
nieet, it. The Apostie of Christ is an aggressive soldier; hoe iust
ho the first to, note a change of position and to vary his tactios.
A curriculum suited for the time of Calvin, Knox, and their
imi-sediate successors will not suit our time. Thon thiere -%as a
systein of doctrine to, be establishied. The chiurcli hiad 'lot entered
upon the groat work of' aangielizingr the wvorld. Narrower fields
of study were open for the student and a thorough training in
tho Bible tongues and Church hiistory w%%as ail important. Now
things arc different. Everyingy takes a practical shiape, and that
vrhich is not tangible and capable of expression in hiunan life is
condemned as of a by-gone age. Thie hio-stility of the few and the
indifference of tho nmany must hoe met by showingr them the
practical bearingr of Chiristianity on hian lifo. 'Lhle Tlieological
student thoen sbould ho gretting suchi a knowledgre of God and lis
relation to maai as will enable Ihuin to, present most clearly and
forciblv the suitabloness of this religion to human needs. The
power possessed by Mr. Moody lies on its human side in bis
intiinacy ivith our English Bible. The preachors Nvho are the
most popular and uiseful to-day, are not thoso wvho have deh-cd
the deopest axnongr Hebrew root.9,, who can unravel the dreais;
and fantasies of inediLeval superst ition, and confute the sophistries
no one thinks of believingr; but those who, know and feel God's
wiIl concerningr human action. Suchi men must, ho familiar with
our English Bible. XVTe would not give up our Greek and Hebrew.
These are indispensable to a correct knowledge of the seriptuies.
But the readingr of a few fragmi-ents in the-se languages duringr the
college course should not take the place of a systematie study of


