UNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

cause they have the kmg s command for it—letters
written in Ahab’s nume and signed with Ahab's
scal. o It is the deed of Ahlab, though he himself
neither planned nor enjoined it.  He is the work-
ing instrument made use of to commit this horrible
erime. It is plain enough now.

Who ix this poor slave's master 7 The Lord Jesus
has told us: **Whosoever committeth sin is the
gervant (that is, slave) of sin.”” John 8, 84. Ahab
has sold himself to this master—a master wlo will
leave him no rest, and the task to which he is set is
“to work evil.”

But what did Ahab get for all this? A slave-
master, it is true, gives no wages, but he puys a price
for his slave.

What price did this poor slave get for the sale of
himself ?  His wife's approval was certainly part of
it. It was at her instigation that his greatest acts
of idolatry and his worst crimes were committed.
Ver. 25, But he cannot have got a full share even
of this. There is a certain contempt in the way
Jezebel speaks to him : *“ Dost thou now govern the
kingdom of Isracl? . . . let thine heart be merry :
1 will give thee the vineyard,” cte, But the de-
gired vineyard—that he did get. Yes, and what |
was the first thing he met there ! Not pleasure and
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2. It was Alab's sell-will that made b unlm »pK
mhen very admissibly refused a request, ver.
not up your horn on high: speak not with u & nﬂ neck."
Pxa. 75.5; Heb. 13.5; Luke 3. 14; Isa, 5. 8; 1 Tim. 6.6,
3. The contented man is the king, Personal peace is
imperial. Self mastery is real dominion, ver. 4. * But
gudlmenﬂ wuh mutpnluwn( is ue.nl guin.” 1 Tim. 6. 6;
l . 5y Esth. 5. 13; Phil. 4. 11, 12
'l I|e~e \\nnlu of Jezebel were tender, but her spirit
“u« always terrible, ver. 5. “ For it wuas so, when
Jezebel cut off the kruphel! of the Loul l Kings
18. 4; Mal. 14. 3-8; 2 Kings 9. 30-37; Rev
5. Rousing himself out of the insanity uf rutll discon-
tentment, Ahab, when thus addressed by his wicked
wife (vers. 5-7), should have replied, ‘* Get thee hence
Satan; for it is written, Thou shalt worlm the Lor
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.' att. 4. 10;
Prov. 16. 12; 25. 2; 28, 16; 29, 12; 8
. The bad womln made the bad queen. Character
is character irrespective of position, ver. 7. *‘Did not
Solomon, king ol' lnrnel uln E\en Mm did ontlandish
women cause to 3. 26; Num. 81. 15, 16;
lu.‘iu.Gensﬂll ll Eul?au
. 7. The proclamation of a fast under these circum-
stances was profunation, ver. 9. * Sanctify ye a fast,
call & solemn assembly, gather the elders, and all the
inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord your
God, and cry unto your God." Joel 1, 14; Isa. 58, 6, 7;

| 18am, 7. 6; 2 Sam, 12. 16; 2 Chron, 20. 8.

[ iniquity.

| Zech. 8.17; Psa. 24,

satisfaction, but an enemy. a rebuke, a fearful pros- |

pect. The desired thing turns to a curse. Heis |
lrought fuce to face with the consequences of hi<
sin—vengeunce is waiting him. This is the price
he gets !

Was Ahab the only slave who ever sold himself ?
He is but one among thousands! Of how many
among- ourselves are the words true, *‘servants of |
sin!” Rom. 6. 16-20. A, is discontented, full of
envious thoughts, fretting secretly because others
are richer or more admired than hersclf, so full of
her wants and wrongs and disappointments that she
can hardly find time to fulfill her daily duties or to
enjoy any thing at all. B. is spending her money
on dress, and every spare Lour in gaiety—no quiet-
ness, no leisure, but life a perpetual whirl, C. is
stifling his conscience and taking up evil ways,
All going the same way as Ahab, selling themselves,
poor, hard-worked slaves! And what is the price?
Often and often the approval of some companion.

But whatever it be, the price, if they get it, is cor-*

tain to belike Ahab’s : it will turn to a curse.
wages of sin is death,”

But One has come to redcem the slaves of sin.
The Lord Jesus is the great Liberator. He has
paid a heavier price than cither England or Amcrica
for the liberty of the slave. There is not one hut
may claim freedom through him, *If the Son
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
indecd.”

“The

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
The Story of Naboth. 1 Kings 21, 4-19,

1. To covet, in the bad sense, is to inunllnulely desire
the possessions of another, ver. 4. God forbids it :
*Thou ghalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt
not covet th] nei, hbor‘u wife....nor an; thln( that is
thy neighbor's,” 0. 17; 1Tim. 6. ; Ezek. 22. 12;
Psa. 10. 8; Jer. 6. 18 .
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8. God is on the sideof fuirness. The God of the old

Bible was ulw&m Jjust. He hated then, and now hates,
Read, and see how you will hlsllnclhely
npKro\e hix views on the subject of {
nd ye shall not wenr by namne falsely.

, 5; Deut. 19, m 18. 1 Buln
6, 10.

9. Some points of Jewish law and practice illustrated
iu the directions given by this infernal queen, ver. 10,

‘At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses,
shall he that is worthy of death be put todeath.” Deut.
1793. Lev. 24, 14, 16; Acts 7. 58; Luke 4. 29; 2 Kings

10. Five of God's commands weredellbernuly broken
in this plot against Naboth, ver, had be he
lhnt connrmeth no! all the v:ords of thla Iuw to do

them.” Deut. 11, 1; Lev, 19. 18; Deut. 5. 17, 19, 20.

11. God sulrered tMn awful crime to be committed,
but he was not unmindfal of it, ver.17. “When he
maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them;
he forgetteth nol the 57 of the hnmble " Psa 9. 12;
Zeph, 1. 14-18; Isa. 48. 9; Jer. 36 Lev. 3

12, EIUnh Illultuud the ranrlusl Melhy of a prollnhet
of God, ver, 20. ** And thou, son of man, be not afraid
of them, nerlther be afraid of their words, though briers
and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among
scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dis-
mayed at_their looks, though they he " rehelllous
house.” Ezek. 2. 6; 1 Sam. 15; Deut. 18, 20. m. 12;
2 Chron. 15,

13. Some modifications of this severe prediction owing
to Ahnb‘u repemunu, vers, 27-20. 2 Kings 9. 30-35;
1 Kings 22.

bauomn

isa but not a fr

sin,
vam.

2. The desire to secure possessions like those of our
neighbor is often called covetousness, but instead of that
may be worthy aspiration,

3. It is folly to become impatient when yonr will
is frustrated. Even God is not allowed to have hisown
way in hig own world. Kings have no right, and no
law, to make some demands, ver. 4,

4. 'The spirit of Jezebel was infernal. She felt at
home in hell as soon as she got there, Nothing more
infamons ever oceurred, vers, 5-16.

5. The nntm-e of thl- neen was extraordinary in its
resources of evil, er conduct she was herself,
that explains all, For Ahab with such a wife I enter-
Mn a grain of pity.

en can be hired. patronized, frightened. to do any
daod of darkness and danger. It is as ensy to get men
to work in a powder-mill as n green-house. Wages are
prucnenll omnipotent, vers, 13,

God in the midst of sin is not inttentive tn its
ulnrmlng manifestations. His word, as prophet, is al-
ways on hand to warn men of dmer and mention
a way of escape.




