
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDE R.

ail other efforts for the upread of Ohrist's kingdoxn, and te which ail wvho love
the Lord Jesus Christ in sinccrity inay, witlîout offence, be heartily invited
to give theirbenediction and aid.

The -work of the Society may iii a certain sonse hc said to bo twofold-that;
of tranislating, and that (if ciriduating the Word of God. The total minnber of
i-crsio)ts in i'hich it cirnalates the Bible is two hundred and seventeen ; that
number including those translations iii existence before it ivas founded, or
versions mÀade by kindred societies, but which it assists in circnlating't. The
new versions or translations whicli it hias itself iundertaken ainounit to no leas
tlian one hundred and eighty-soven.

Drnôteseventy-five years of its existence, itclaiis to have ciroulated
nole% orin portions; amdilin oimortn te emrlo the, impralte shin
byit tor tin partious ; anist i corni ons. akth matalt hw

In Africa the Society prints at its own expense the translations of Bishop
Steere, D~r. Mofi'att, and Bishiop Crowther. The Anglican Societies for the
Propagation of the Gospel and the Chuirch Missionary Society are mainly
dependent on this Society for t]îe Scriptzires circulated by their agents, aslikewise are the Missioniary Societies of the voluntary bodies. It is aise de-

Iihfito obse-rve the ivatcif ni and robust aetivity witli wvhich every open-
ing is seized and welcomed for pushing on the wvork.

W*Ien our Indian troops wero in Malta they wore supplied with Bibles iii
their varions languages. '%Vhen Gyprus came under tuie 1Englislî sway, a col-
porteur w'as depatehed there, -%vle has met ivitlî great success and reeeived
the warm, support of the Greek arehibishop. During tho Russo-Turkish
War neither tronhle nor money ivas spared to take the Bible to the soldiers in,
camp, the sick and wvounded in hospital, and the prisoners of -var. At the
recent, Paris Exhibition a large number of Bibles were sold and given away ;
and in every country in Europe, in teovns and villages and scattered dweIl-
ings, which no other ag:encey can reach, the agents of this Socieiy circulate

1 the Word of Life.
There is yet one agency more of this Society, te which flot-te refer to-day ,(wheLn

i we are still imourniingr for one into whose heart Gxod put it t -, set it going,
a4l by whose indoinitable energýy, niellow.N jndgxnent, and simuy kindness,
its great success, under God, was due) would be an unpardonable, if iiot an
impossible, omission. 1 mean tho Bible mission work among the poor of
Lon don, originated just twenty years ago iii tic parisl of St. Giies, of whicli
1Î fr tei) years wvas permiitted to be rect'or, and tlîe grrowth of wvhich 1 have

lithe opportunity of wvatching and assisting from thait time till now.
During twenty-one years ne leas than one hundred and seventy-six thonsand
Bibles have beezi sold to the poor, many of them. fainily Bibles paid for by
driblets of slow earnings extending over mionths. To this agency the Bible
Society has contnibuted over £10,0'0 iii grants of Bibles ; and I leave yen
to ilidge for yourselves, wvho know wvhat the Bible is to yen, wvho can guess
iwlat other blessings of comifort, and prudence, and cleanliness, and evbzî
phy3sieal ]îappiness truc religion usually brings with it, whzat liglît te sad-
dened hearts, whiat sweetness to morose temîpera, whiat hope for crushcd

liewhat, spig aud energy te wvills paralyzed by despair, what peace te
i consciences, what pureness to soiled and debas-d spirits, thiis book lias

brouglît te the home.s of the London poor. Had 1 time or you patience, I
conld tell you of tlîe awful words of ghadness vrhen the story of the Passion
Was first told them, as a very mnessage fronm the skies ; the slow lifting off as

iof a Cloud of frozen bitterniess froîn the lîeart rhîen it was flrst exp]ained
that G6d really lov'ed theiet, and that the Bible is His message of tlîat love ;
of real and abiding transformation, enuland more than enough, te mazkeo
UP for bitter and sickening disapp ointmients ; cf families once wvretchied and
s quxald( mnade bniglît and unite d tlîrou gli the nie-sa,,!c of the Gospel of pence.
Laet the Bible do its work, by itsel1f, and as G cd sees fit, and it shahl yet prove
te be the instrument as well as the istery cf hzew God eail raise the dead.


