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however, they found that their expenditure had largely excceded the
receipts for four successive years, and that the deficit of the last year was the
largest of all, amounting to £23,397, they felt it was theic duty to make the
Society’s circumstances known to its numerons friends.

This they have done by publishing & statement of the Society’s financial
position, with an earnest appeal for generous assistance, copies of which
have been forwarded to its friends and the Christian public.

The Committee. while thankful to.record the receipt of donations
amounting to £20,000 towards lessening the deficit, and providing against a
probable deficiency in the current year, yet feel that the only permanent
relief will be an increased income. ‘The Committee, therefore, arve applying
to the friends of the Society for an additional £25,000 per annum. This
would enalle them to render the societies and individual workers the help
they ask for, and at the same time carry on efticiently their own direct work
throughout the world.

The Committee would be doing their warm Colonial friends an injustice
were they not to afford them an opportunity of joining in this effort. They
appreciate highly the generous support the Society receives frem the great
Colonies of Canada, the Cape of Good Hope and South-east Africa, Australia
and New Zealand ; and the Committec cherish the confident hope that
their zealous Colonial friends will meet the urgent call now made to them
with their habitual Christiar liberality.

Among the methods of relicf sug:ested, one proposed by the Bishop of
Exeter at the Annual Meeting has met with general approval, and has been
already acted upon by himself and many others. It is that all subscribers
should give *‘ halr as much again.” If this rule were universally adopted the
Committee’s difticulties would be at an end ; but as every subscriber, how-
ever willing, would not be able to do this, the Committee trust that earnest
effort will be put forth to ohtain additional subscribers and to form new
branches.

The Committee would guard their Colonial friends from supposing that
they contemplate withdrawing from any country now occupied, or reducing
the scale of the Society’s operations. The insufiiciency of income in recent
years has produced anxiety, but not despondency. They are carrying out
retrenchment of expenditure where it can be eflected without injury to the
work, but the Committee have no misgivings as to the future. While doing
the Lord’s work they know He will eustain them by inclining the hearts of
His people to give them a larger and more prayerful support.
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