
12 I3BIBLE SOCIETY R~ECORtDER.

Coninittee of the Religions Tract Society, which isg a joint occupant of the
building. Thie work hias been carried on successfully to, its completion, a
comnmodious and elegant building hias been ereted, and na worthy home pro-
vided for the Bible Society, which, niust ever retain the firat place among8t
our Christian and benevolent associations, and for its loyal hiandmaid, the
Tract Sociot.y

Tfie land on w]îich fthe building stands was owîîed originally by the late
Mr. J esse ICetchuni (a naine familiar to, and much revered by Toronto citi-
zens) ** Hie gave the societies a perpetual teaeof it at a very mioderate rent,
te, be paid in Bibles and books to be distributed annually in the public
scîxcels of Toronto. This is the enigin of the Ketchuin prizes whi-ch are an-
nually awarded in the publie schools.

The Upper Canada Bible Society was forned at, a nýectingr lieid May Gth,
1840, ini the old Methodist ehurch on Newgate street (niow Adelaide street).
It hadl, however, previouisly existed, for neanly tiwelve years, frein D.cember,
J 828, at first under the name of the York Auxiliary Bible Society, and
afterwards under the inie of the Citvy of Toronto Bible Society. Its first
annual meeting was ini February, 1800, and its income wvas reported te be
£128 18s.; ifs total issues, 542 ; and its- branchies, thirteen. The first aniual
meeting under its present naie %vas in 1841. Its inceme hadl been increased
te £918; its issues te 8,721: and its branches te, 8S. Iu 1801, its income
wvas $19,776; ist issues, 30,000; and ifs branches, 258. For the past ten or
tivelve ycars its inconie lias fliictuated between $28,000 and $33,000. and
its issuies betwee 30,000 and 40,OOU. Tiiere were now 450 bran-hes. There
lias beeii only three Presiderits, lion. J. IL. Dunn, frorn lf.28 te 1845 ;
Hon. .Robert Baldwvin, frein 1845 te 1859; and Bon. G. -%. Allaîx, frein
1859 te thc preseut time.

The number of Bibles, Testaments, and portions issiied frein tie depository
iii Toronto during tlic past year is 41,591, iieing 5,860 niore than during the
previous year.

The recec, anniversary uxieting wvas miost enthu3iastic aud successful.
Those present gave their emphiatic testimeny te, three great, facts: First,
the Bible -Society is thea basal society. Its work lies at the foundation of ail
our Christin plhil;intlropic work. It provides the Bible which is at once the
inspiration aud the source cf our benclicence, and the record of the spirituial
fellowahlip and blessing, which is the ultimate aum of ail our beneficence. 'No
niissienary society could carry on its eperatiens without tlîis society, whichi
alc'ne supplies the Scnipturcs in. xnost cf the languages in whicli the mission-
aries labour.

1Secondly, fixe supporters of this society hear their empliatic testiîuony
te the permanency and power of the Seriptures. Anmidst aIl couflicts of
society and of science they stand uninoved. Thieir principles are the abid-
iug. directing, and changeless trutii.

And lastl+, ' Uic supporters of Tlic Biblb Society bear witnesz to the reality
cf Christian tinity. lt is the xaost Catholie of aIl societies, and the m-)st
Protestant. The Bible alone is its meotte and its airn. Il esseat that the
differences, ecclesiastical and theological, wlîich divido Christians, do not
touch tlic essentials cf tîxe faitlh. These differences are but as the ruflbdi
surface cf the storni-tossed ocean, while beueath lie the stable and tranqîuil
dcpths cf great truthis, the mighlty realitics cf Christiau life sud divine grace."

M'a tlîauk God for the succeas whicli lias attended the labours cf tho0 Bible
Society in this Province during thec past, year8, and we s9incerely pray thant its
future nxay be eue cf marked progress aud usefulness. W\itli iucrcased faci-
lities for business, we doubtiiot but tlîat ain era of grcater prosperity las beico
entered xîpeu. We learn that thiere is a debt cf about $4,06ï0 resting upon
the new building. This, Nço trust, wiIl ere long bo renîoved, s0 that nie bur-
dans may ]iuider-the friends coninectcd î%vith the S-ciety freux bending al

ie building itself wvas purchased 1hy the -Secietie; in 18ZA4.


