dal

SRS WA

\Y

UNIVERSITY. OF OFFAWA REVIEW: 233

U. has set itself to accomplish is indeed a, very difficult one. If the
first be accepted, is it not now tco late to seck a remedy in drastic
measures? Outside of the colleges, the major lacrosse, hockey and.
football leagues are professional, and will be professional. Partici-
pation in the games of these leagues is the dream of the young
athlete. But this cannot be realized except by the sacrifice of his
amateur standing. It is safe to say that when the opportunity
comes he will be lost to the C. A. A. U., and that within its ranks
will be found only those not qualified for the major leagues. Hockey,
lacrosse, and football are our chief Canadian sports, adapted to our
needs, and under proper control, an important factor for good in
every community. \What is true for the major, is, in a lesser de-
gree, true for the minor leagues. \With both ieyond its control, the
usefulness of the Canadian Union is minimized. And it is difficult
to sce how its present policy is going to regain this control.

If the second hypothesis be accepted, then no artificial barriers
which the C. A. A. U. may ercct can stem the tide of a natural ten-
dency.

In cither case disruption is inevitable. But is this not a matier
for regret? That our athletes should be divided into two distinet,
almost hostile classes, cannot work for the general good of ath-
letics. The need for @ central autherity is apparent.  But certainly
this is now impossible without compromise. The men who, promiptea
by the best of motives, have set up s their ideal national amatzur-
ism, would call this & compromise with evil.  But the consensus of
opinion secms to be that this ideal is too high, and impossible ot
attainment.  The trend of cvents goes 1o prove this view. If so,
comprrmise is wisdom.

Why should a man lose his amaterr standing for playing witn
or azainst a professional?  Logically, a man becomes a professional
oriy when he reccives payvment for his participation in sport.  This
constitutes the essential difference.  The further distinction wis
originally intended to prevent individual competition.  The legisia-
tors had not in view the present cendition of sport in Canada. And
we believe that the law will 1end more towards incrzasing profes-
sionalism than towards accomplishing its object, since to participate
in one of our three great sports is now to become a professional,

As we said before, the need for a central authority is cvidenr.
We think it is almost as evident that the C. A. A U., by maintain-
ing ils present attitude, cannot hope to be that authority.  The re-
sult is cither conflict or annihilatien. Ncither is desirable. &\ com-



