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Sitka, The Alaska Steamship Co.’s str. Rosa-
'€ for Wrangel, Juneau, Skagway & Dyea
Will call at Vancouver & Victoria, if sufficient
S“Smess offers, on Feb. 22, Mar. 8 & 22, April
19,

E. J. Coyle, Assistant General Passenger
gent of the C.P.R. at Vancouver, when in
; ontreal recently, is reported to have said
at th_e efforts made by a strong syndicate,
Capitalized by English investment, to establish
a fast passenger & freight line of steamships
v°‘" the Yukon trade, plying between Vancou-
i:;;& Skagway, are attracting much attention
v -C.  The steamship service from Vancou-
er, with Yukon connections, have been alto-
Bether inadequate in the past. The syndicate
n?;s’ Itis said, accomplished something defi-
al € in its purpose, & the project will become
;‘ actuality very shortly. The syndicate will
gace on the route two Clyde built steamers,
n Wh‘rch an option has been secured, early in
ay, in time to catch the early traffic for the

fOId fields. Montreal capital is also behind
€ venture,
—————————

GRed River Navigation.—The Dominion
nO\fernl.nent having decided to improve the
avigation of the Red River, at St. An-
r;‘ews rapids, between Winnipeg & Selkirk,
A cently invited tenders for the construction
a concrete dam 8oo ft. long across the river,
& set of concrete locks 215 ft. in length, &
o;edgmg the river for some goo ft. The lift
.the locks will be about 18 ft. An appro-
Priation of $150,000is already available. The
Otal estimated cost of the work is between
a7°°s000 & $800,000. The St. Andrews rapids
e the only serious obstruction to navigation
e‘lw?en the International Boundary & Lake
ll’lnlpeg.

—_————————

ELECTRIC RAILWAYS.

Maritime Provlnc;s & Newfoundland.

m“a}ifax Electric Tramway.—At the annual
oleleung’ Feb. 12, the report was presented as
¢ ows, showing a net profit of $61,798.67, as
Ompared with $54,748. 54 for the previous year.
fom the year's profits there have been paid
?n‘l“arterly dividends of 1% % each, amounting
all to $40,000, leaving a surplus of $21,-
ng? The roadbed, rolling stock, power
maj lon, equipment & other property have been
cosltntamed in a high state of efficiency, & the
c thereof, as in previous years, has been
nerged to operating expenses. The busi-
€SS continues to increase satisfactorily, & the
pe"ce_ntage of operating expenses is lower
o an in any previous year, showing a decrease
0083-9'/, as compared with last year. The
new °f.ext.endmg the lighting lines, to open up
o d_lstncts, has been charged direct to
t‘Pl’el‘atmg expenses, with few exceptions. Al-
Ough the track mileage has not been increas-
credurmg the year, the car mileage has in-
get.FISed 20,334 car miles, & 2,616,231 passen-
S have been carried, .an increase of 196,-
a 3 passengers over the previous year, due to
great extent to the reduction of fares adopt-
Weai:t the commencement of the year. The
Pendher’ on which the earnings so largely de-
Pobul Wwas not on the whole favorable. The
sté:gan'ty of the lighting system shows a
can dly increase, the equivalent of 3,042-16
uri e-power lamps having been installed
1y lag the year, miking a total instalment o1
*267 incandescent lamps throughout the city.
re boiler house & coal sheds have been en-
c fe'd» & onc 250 h.p. boiler installed. Me-
i“‘Cal stokers have been placed under one
increr’ & the power station equipment has been
t.e&sed by a constant-current series alter-
og arc lamp transformer of 100 lamps
Capacgty. Line transformers of 50,000 watts
anp::“y'.& 110 meters have been installed,
which has entailed an expenditure of
1277.66, charged to construction account.

Ca

STATISTICAL STATEMENT.

1899 1808 1897

Gross receipts—railway,
light & power....... $203,935.86 $197,830.46 $193.370.68

Increase & 898
3087 i 6,105,

Operating expenses .. 113,137.19 113,081.92 113,§70.91
Decrease 1899 below
1898, 0.83% civvunnnn

Operating expenses —

er ct. of total earn-

INES. . cvereennnnennn 273 §9.96 57.11
Net earnings . ......... 9!,7&.67 84,748.54¢ 80,808.77
Increase 1899 over
1898, 8.32), .. Creaenes R ¥
Passengers carried.... 2,616,331"' 24,192.68  23,349.00
Increase 1899 over
1898, 8.137,.......... 196,963 +oveenniit caniiernnn
Average receipts per
passenger (reduced
_ratesin 1899)........ 4-59 43;% 4.9
Car mileage.. ........ 613,942 593 575,017
Increase 1899 over
1898, 3.32°fo . ierunnt 20,388 <ieenniiin ceneeenenn

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31ST, 1899.

ASSETS.

Property............. s $1,385,145.87
Construction account. . . ......c.oeveeeivnenns 67,035.55
Accounts receivable......... 18,g65.03

Supplies on hand.......... 6,712,

Suspense accounts.. 6,473
Deposit with Cisy. §00,00
Cashonhand............. ceen 41,406.93
$1,526,3225.a1
— —

LIABILITIES.

Capital stock...... ....oeeee .. ... $ 800,000.00
Five per cent. bonds .. 600,000,00

Accounts payable .. 27,728.
Securities for lighting accounts........ 8&13
Tickets outstanding .................. 1.33
Bond interest .... ............ciaent . 15,000.00
guarterl dividend due Jan. 1, 1900......... 10,000.00
urplus Dec. 31, 1899........ooviii i 72,546.56
$1,526,3235.21
]

INCOME ACCOUNT.
Passenger receipts. ........oiivuiieeaannnen $119,963.92

Light and power earnings... ,627.48
Sundry railway earnings.. . 733:32
Sundry receipts,........ocoiiieiiiiiiiiiins 611.14
$203,935.86

—

Operating €Xpenses............c.coooeeesnns $112,137.19
Coupons 30,000.00
Four dividends. . . 40,000.00
Surplus. .. covt tit i e 21,798.67
$203,935.86

————— 4

The railway receipts for Jan., lighting re-
ceipts not included, were $11,474.26, against
$8,613.11 in Jan., 1899.

The Moncton, N.B,, Street Ry. not having
been operated for some time, the town coun-
cil is considering the question of taking steps
to compel the Co. to take up the rails and
place the streets in a proper condition.

—————————

Quebec Electric Railways.

Montreal 8t. Ry.—The gross earnings are :

1899-1900. 1898-1899. Increase.
Oct........ $145.877.30 $133,619.63 $12,257.57
Nov....... 133.489.12 125,128, 8,364.03
Dec........ 137,681.19 137.76&2 9,912.81
Jan........ 136,086.33 125,276.04 10,810,329

$553,133.84 $511,789.14 $41,344.70

The latest story to gain currency respecting
the very good understanding which is known
to exist betweea the Royal Electric Co. the
Chambly Water & Power Co. & the Montreal
St. Ry. Co., is that the latter corporation will
buy a good sized lump of the Water & Power
Co.’s stock. It is also said that the Royal Elec-
tric will purchase a large interest in the same
corporation, It is well known that the Mont-
real St. Ry. will take a good share—if not all
—its power from the works-at Chambly, & it is
generally believed that between the railway &
the Royal Electric, the two consumers of
electricity will be able to use up about all the
power that the Chambly Co. can furnish, The
officials of the different companies, while not
denying that there sare plans on foat, refuse
to say anything.

The dispute between the Co. & the City
Council in regard to the removal of snow from
the streets has been compromised. The Co.
offered to pay half the cost of removal of
snow from the streets where there are car
tracks, while the city held that the Co. should
pay two-thirds of the cost; & that this had
been the agreement in the past. The old con-
tract having expired, however, the Co. wanted
a new agreement entered on the half-cost
basis. The arrangement arrived at with the
Co. to-day was that it should for this winter de-
posit two-thirds of the cost of the probable
amount the snow removal would cost, & that
both parties should go to law to see whether
or not the City had the right, according to its
agreement with the Co., to charge more than
half cost for the removal of the snow. In the
event of the city winning in the courts the Co.
will this winter have to pay on the two-thirds
basis, as guaranteed, but in case of the City
losing, the difference between two-thirds as
deposited, & half the cost will have to be re-
turned to the Co. Thearrangement as it now
stands is that the Co. puts up during the legal
fight $45,000 guarantee for snow removal this
year, while the City puts up a guarantee of
$30,000. (Dec '99. pg. 371.)

Superintendent D. M. McDonald, of the M.
S. Ry. has invented a device to prevent the
too sudden starting of electric cars. On the
top of the controller is a series of 8 stops
placed at stated intervals & in a circle. At-
tached to the handle is a spring arrangement
which connects with these stops. The handle
runs around freely until the first stop is en-
countered., Then in order to put on more
power a pressure on the handle is nec-
essary. A pressure on the handle top allows
the power to be applied to the next stop, & so
on untill the entire circle has been negotiated.
In order to go from a stand-still to full power
ahead a lapse of from 8 to 10 seconds is nec-
essary. By the old method one sweep of the
handle would do it all, & there was the attend-
ant jump which was so likely to cause a pas-
senger to fall prostrate. Of course there is
nothing to interfere with the rapid turning off
of the power : this can be done with one
sweep of the handle, as formerly. Mr. Mc-
Donald explained that no matter how care-
fully a motor man was trained, there were
times when he would send on the power more
quickly than he should. Perhaps it might be
his anxiety to make up lost time and get up
with his schedule or a dozen other complica-
tions ; the result was the same. Another thing
in favour of the invention is the proper appli-
cation of electrical power. In order to get
the full benefit of the power applied, & this is
true not only in street cars, but in all machin-
ery operated by electricity, the application
of the power must be steady and gradual.
Another improvement is an automatic lock by
which it will be no longer necessary for the
motorman to take the handle with him on
leaving the car in order that the accidental
application of the power can be avoided.

Mount Royal Park Incline Ry., Montreal.
—This Co. has appointed a committeee to re-
port on the desirability of converting the power
plant from steam to electricity. Last year
325,000 passengers were carried.

The Quebec Ry. Light & Power Co. gives
notice of application to the Dominion Parlia-
ment for authority to pledge or otherwise dis-
pose of its unsubscribed stock, or to issue it
as paid up stock, & generally to deal with
such stock as the directors, with the authority
of the shareholders, may deem expedient.

——tl———————

Ontario Electric Railways.
Belleville St. Ry.—Notice is given that un-
der authority contained in securities held by
the vendor, there will be offered for sale by
auction at Belleville, on March 1, the electric
railway now being operated from Belleville



