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dOur Contributors,

TWO MORE LINKS ABOUT
SEVERED.

BY KNOMONIAN.

The retirement of Dr. Reid and Dr.Gregg
at the meetiog of Assembly, from part of
their work, reminds uspainfully that the links
which bind the Canadlan Presbyterianism of
the present to that of the past are gradually
being broken and taken apart. Usually one
link at a time is severed and the severance
does not attract so much attention. When
D:. Reid and Dr. Gregg retired, though Dr.
Reid still rematns a clerk of Assembly, and
agent of the Church for a year, the Church,
and more especially the Western part, feel
pretty much as oue does when he hears that
two of his oldest and best friends are gone.

And still the pain which we all feel
should be tempered with gratitude. Dr.
Reid has served the Church as an ordained
minister for fifty-five years, and Dr. Gregg
for forty-eight. Between them they have
given the Presbyterianism of Canada onae
hundred and three years of exceptionally
faithful and efficient work. Some men
sustain the Church and somu are sustained
by it. Dr. Reid and Dr. Gregy most mani-
festly belong to the class who do the sustain-
ing. That kind of work is wearing on the
worker. Not one man ic a thousand cas
stand it for halfa century, Dr. Reid aed Dr.
Gregg make more than half a ceatury be-
tween them. They owe the Church noth-
ing. The obligation is all the other way.
Many times over have they earned their rest
and every good thing that can come along
with it. The Church should be profoundly
thaokful for half a century of two such men.
Over and above their work the influence of
their example has been of the most health-
ful kind. The amount of good done by
their work and their lives can be correctly
estimated only by Him who keeps the record
above.

It is easy to say that a public man bas
served for half a century. How many of us
realize what that implies in a young couuntry
like Canada. Io replying to an address at
the opening of theParliament buildings in To-
ronto, Sir Oliver Mowat astonished some of
bis friends by reading a list of thé things
that were pot in Ontario when he began to
take an interest in public affairs. “There
was not at that time,” said the veteran
Premier, ' a mile of gravel road in the Pro-
vince, nor a mile of railroad ” ; and on he
went through a list that made one wonder
whether there was anything ia the Province
then but Indians, trees and 3 few early set-
tlers. Sir Oliver Mowat was a boy, or, at
most, a young law student, when Dr. Reid
began hls Canadian life-work in Kingston
fifty-five years ago. Sir Oliver was a youth-
ful lawyer just beginning to make himself
felt at the Equity Bar when Dr. Reid took
charge of the Agency of the Church torty.
two years ago. The only public men in
Canada that we can think of who began
their life work with Dr. Reid, are Sandford
Fleming and Chief Justice Hagarty. It is
a pleasant coincidence that Dr. Reid, then
a young minister from Scotland, and Mr.
Fleming met in Peterboro’,and became well
acquainted at the outset of their Cavadian
careers, and that Chief Justice Hagarty and
Dr. Reid have been near neighbors and in-
timate friends for nearly bhalf a century.
The first time they met was in the Synod
in anti-Disruption days. Lawyers were al-
lowed to conduct cases is church courts in
these ¢ good old times "—we have some-
times thought it would be an improvement
if they were allowed now—10d Dr. Reid and
the future Chief Justice of Oatario met, the
one as 3 member of Synod sittiog as judge,
and the other as coussel in a case that at-
tracted some attention at the time.

Dr. Reid saw the Disruption in ‘44,
though we believe we are correct ip saying
that he was not quite clear at that time—per-
haps has never been quite certain—that a
distuption was really nccessary ia Cavada.
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Twenty years after he saw the church that
seceded united with the United Presbyter-
ian, and took a leading part in the negotia-
tions for Union, Ten ycars later on, he
saw nearly all the Presbyterians of the
Dominion united in one church., These
upiops necessarily brought many changes in
the official work of the Church, but the
most rabid revolutionist never thought of
changing Dr. Reid. So thoroughly had he
done his work, so strongly was he entreunch-
ed in the esteem and confidence of every-
body who knew him—and who did not know
him- that everybody assumed whatever else
was changed Dr. Reid’s position would e-
main as it was.

Some nien are trusted because the
people don't know them. Dr. Reid is
honoured and trusted because the people do
know him. For over forty years he has
been in closer touch with the western part of
the Church than aoy liviog man. During
these years forty-two classes have finished
their studies in Keox College, and it is per-
baps safe to say that no student ever left
the Hall that Dr. Reid did not personally
koow. At all eveats, very few, if aoy, did.
During part of these years he has been in
correspondence with the treasurer of every
copgregation in the West, aud with some of
them all the time. But the treasurers were
not the only men who corresponded with
him. Apybady wanting advice oo any dif-
ficult matter of procedure was almost sure to
write to Dr, Reid or Dr, Laing. The Agent
of the Cburch was always willing, his advice
was always pacific, and it generally came by
the next mail.

More than any other man in the Church
Dr. Reid has been brought into contact with
the press. Whether the enterprising report-
er interviews him much we do oot kaowa.
The Doctor is not the kind of man that
takes kindly to being interviewed. The re-
porters in the Assembly,however, and be al-
ways got on well. We have met old press
men in several parts of Canada who used to
be op the reporting staff of the Toroato
dailies, and they always had a friendly word
for Dr. Reid.

Next week we may have something
more to say about the venerable Doctor and
about Dr. Gregg. We don't believe 1o let-
ting a good man die before you do him
justice.

FRAGMENTARY NOTES.
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BY K.

1 left Toronto with the thermometerin
the eigbties ; and reliable people saying that
they never remember such heat early in
May. Then tbere was the oft repeated re-
mark among housckeepers which we have
been accustomed to for years, about house-
cleaning, there were so manyin the throes
of this old basiness. But why complain otit ;
it is an old story which repeats itself every

year. . .
A few years ago this writer was treated

to it for about twd moaths ; commenciag
in Weastern Ontario and finishing ia the
Eastern part of the Proviace of Quebec, 1
cannot say thatl sympathized much with
the male portion of the famuhies, but I did
feel often for the women folks, who were
workwg late and early, to make others
comfortable. It was amusing sometimes to
hear the chronicgrumbling drummer spread
himself. Sometmes acolored lady with a
pal and mep would cross his path.; she
would probably be quickly [followed bya
¢ Jack of alt Trades " who did not dread
the frowns of the ‘* commercial,” but who,
with his usual smile, would say * It will be
all right, boss.” Such is life.

When I reached Montreal I foued thata
number of families were begianing to move
to their country residences, where they will
sojourn for tbe summer, aad rcturn fully
recuperated for the fall and winter. Mon-
treal is a great city, and is growing fast, and
it is with much pleasure I note that the pro-
gress of our Church is keeping sufficient
pace with the rapid growth of the city.

The churches are all now supplied with

pastors, and are all well manaed. The fact
that the Rev. Mr. Macgillivray has resumed
his work in Cote St. Antolne isa source of
much thaokfulness, not only to the large con-
gregation to which he preaches, butto the
entire commusity. The only congregations
visited were St. Pauls, and Erskine, both
representative  churches, and flourishing
coogregations. Erskine is probably the
bandsomest church in the Domunion, and
on the occasion of my visit was well filled.
The pastor, Rev. J. A. Mowat,preached with
his old time force and effect.

The Synod of Montreal and Quebec
was in Session in Sherbrooke ; and all the
meetings were profitable and stimulating to
the brethren, Much regret was felt at the
absence of the Rev, James Fieck, who would
probably have beeo elected Moderator, but
who was prevented being present owing to
sickness in his family, Mr, Fleckis a maao
who has opinions, and who s never afraid
to express them ; and that, too, inlanguage at
once eloquent and coaviaciog.

Our cause in Awmherst, N. S., coa-
tinues to prosper. At all diets ot worship the
Church is taxed to its utmost capicity ; and
the Sunday School has to be divided be-
tween the Sunday School hall proper and
the auditorium of the Church. The super-
intendent is Mr. John McKeen brother of
the Rev. Mr, McKeea of Ontario.

The pastor, the Rev. D. MacGregor, ts not
only popular with his owa people but has
the respect and esteem of the ecatire com-
munity, Heis afaithful expouader of the
doctrines of grace ; and for sometime has
been giving a course of sermons on the old
Testament, which have been highly spoken
of by all who have had the privilege of
hearing tbem. The latest improvement to
the sezvice 1s the introduction of a pipe
organ from Toronto, which for the present
completes the praise service of thecon-
gregation.

Amberst is among the maost progressive
and substantial towas in Nova Scotia. There
is beiog erected here at present and ap-
proaching completion, one of the finest
Baptist Churches in the denomination in
the province. The congregation is large and
wealthy, and the Church is expected to be
opened in July  Itis in this neighborhood
that the famous Ship Railway wasstarted a
few years ago, but which was never yet
completed, and in which enterprise some
hundreds of thousands of Eoglish capital
have been suok. The projectors of the
scheme, it is said, are readyto proceed agaic
if they can get a renewal of the subsidy and
the time extended froms Dominion Govern-
ment to faish the work. Even when finished
the bopes of realizing any dividends must be
slight.

Bedford 1s about ten miles from Hilifax
by the Intercolonial Railwayand is apleas-
ant watering place, A large number of the
business people of Halifax summer here,
whilst 3 number reside permanently, The
boating and bathing are very good, and the
scenery and pleasure drives are charming.
Thereis a good hotel well run ; 2 neat Pres-
byterian Church well filled with worship-
pers. The pastor is the Rev. Mr. Falconer,
a graduate of Pine Hill College, Halifax,
and 3 young man of much promise. and just
appointed to a professorship by the General
Assembly. Although of youthful appearance
his sermon gave evidence of a ripeness and
maturity which some older ministers might
envy. There is a Sunday School, and week
ly prayer meeting, the latter largely in the
hands, and cooducted by, the Christian
Endeavor Society, which is much to the
credit of thisrising body of young Chris-
tians.

1 attended a3 prayer meeting once where
by actual count there were fifty womep, one
man aund 2 boy ; besides the officiatiag
minister. 1 may say that this was notin
Nova Scotia,so my readers nezd oot attempt
guessiog as to the congregation with which
itis connected.

Halifax isthe hub of Nova Scotia, and
gives evidence of steady progress, both from
a temporal aod spiritual standpoint. Busi-

tJuLy Jrd, 18g;

pessis ona firm basis, and maay of 1 [§
establishments have been re.modeled 3 8
painted ; which give them a fresh a3 |

haudsome appearance. The ounly break,
the ministerial ranks is about to be filled Y

I understand that Rev J.S. Black hasbey &
called to St. Andrew's Church which by |
been vacant by the removal of Rev Dy B
M §.
Black was the predecessor of Rev \, ¥
Jordau, now of St.JamesSquare, Toroato,y §.
Erskine Church, Montreal, and itis rayy B

Gordon, D.D., to Piae Hill College

sipgular to find him asked to supply the iy
church which Mr. Jordan held.

Black isa strong man; and will prove ; B

worthy successor to Professor Gordon why
has been lately added to the professory
staff of Pina Hill College in this city.

The Generit Assemb'y wmeeting hy 3A.:‘
evoked considerable 1nterest.  The appost. B

ment of two or three Th2ological Professey
for our collepes is no utifhog affair, andy

we arc to compete successfully wich sisty
schools inthe United States and the o §E
country, the very bast men must be chose, &

Private relationstiips should not weighinthy
matter. The Church shoull demaod th

best taleat available, and the best meot: P
appointed. Delay accordingly, in the cr. I8

cumstances, 1s felt to be wise. It 1s totte

professors in our coileges whom we an B
to look for the equipment of the future mio. B
isters, to whom, 1n time, we will look tofux B

the teaching of our crogregations, aadih:
defending of our Presbytenan faith.

“* And the thiogs that thou hast heara of g
me aMong Masy witnes.es the same con BE
mit thou to faithful men, who shatl baab: BE;

to teach others atso."
Habfax, N. S.

THE JEWS IN IPALESTIME.

—

The coming of the Lotd draweth mgh;; .'{

the bridegroom is coming. Are we prepar
.ed to meet Him? In reference to them

storation of the Jews to therr home-iace, {8
what do they feel and thiok of the restor- 3
15 the Jand prepared for the peopie: B
and are the people prepared for the lacd! i

tion?

From a human powt of view, until perbap

the last few years, pothing seemed mo: JE

e §

uanlitely than the restoration of
Jews. What seemed more unhkey
formerly than that the Israelites shodd

leave Egypt and settle in the promus @
Pharaoh did his best to stop thew §
and from a human and political poiotei §

land?

view, Moses went the wrong way to wark

e

when be tried 10 interfere with the tyrauy JE

of Pharaoh.
suddenly became possible.
Israel left Egypt.

I am constantly asked, * What do yo
think of the land? Cap it be cultivated?
Is it under culuvation now? OCould allite
people settle 1 the Holy Land? Jsiie

N

land ferule ?

dreary, howling wilderness. What aies:
tobelieve? To a certain extent both st
ments are true.
tile, and it is also 2 depressing and howhsg
wilderness. It is most trying to those ab
visit the Holy Laod ‘dusing the dry seaso

of summer aod aulums to travel for mati Qg
miles without seeing a single tree or eves: B
The lands BN

single shrub or blade of grass.
under a curse. A sceptic has exulted ottt
the fact that this was the land which Moss
said flowed with milk and honey, and yettt
* has now for generauons been unfrunfl

Even Dean Milmao, a great histoni B wer

phecies bad been fulfilied in the desolatin § g byt

of the land. Dean Milman, in order todis -

seemed to overlook the fact that t.e pir

prove this sceptic’s staten.ent, made log

journeys to prove that the land was fenils

The fact (b g
the land is under a curse proves the folf* B &%

He oeed not have done so.

ment of God’s prophecies.

But within the Jast ten yearsa wonit 38

ful change has taken place 1o Palesunc. !

Yet what scemed impossibls i
The childreac! §

Some say the laod is ferls, §
as {erule as a  garden ; others say itisi §

The land is certamnly fur S5
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remember the time when it was unsafefor 38

any one 10 go outside the city walls of Jer . 398 PAC
e L . —— o ol
*Ncetes of an address by Rev. S. Schm.auuﬂd e

Jerusalem, taken (rom the Christion Herald of J12887
18h, 1804,
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