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Cbotce 9Lfterature.-
AFTER RAIA'.

Cloude nilted, eeawurd Jri!ted like vhite

A eLlver mainnpoil the tangled grasses,
A sweet wlîud on the mouituin whiere

ktitfese
We'U follow sunward by the llchtêued

ralîle.

Withln the grey, tlln shlow of the
beeclies,

By -white pools sleeping lu the yellow
ffun,

On f-ountain elopes whiere sparkliug shal-
low's mn

Beyond the meadows into piney
reaclies-

Your bamd, Jean, eu-l'Ilguide you where
the f lowers

Are mew-blown, blue, and golden, wvienc
the drumnmg

O! sonne loue purtnidge sounds ani brow-n
beesl' hmn ing -

luto the sH.entnesses o!fJin bowers.
Hiien M. Merrili lu Thte Week.

SIR WALTER SCOTT.

The Jcmand fer novels anJ the pro-
ductlon oi tlicm during the last century
have beau enormous, but are now greater
thanl ever. Probably tlere are !ew more
lucrative trudes, especialiy 'since the pass-
ing o! tlie International Copyright Law,
tliau that o! a popular-novel writer. The
rush into it, accerdiugly, le great, and,
the old love-tale laving been pretty wcl
used up, lngennity le tasked te !iud new
subjecte and freeli stlimulants. We lave
seusatiomn novels, detective novels, ldyllic
novels, moral novels, libidinous noves,tîee-
logIcal novels, politîcal novels, social nov-
ce, local nuvebls sudh as those of Mitss
Mur!ree, and untiquanian novele sudh as
those o! Ebers. Yet o! ail thlsmnulti-
tude tiat no man can number, Scott me-
mains tIc king. No imagination hue
yet appeared se vivid and creative us
tlîat wlîicli dwelt lu tIc high-peaked
lead aud beamned in the kiudly Scottiel

face,. itli ite sliaggy eyebrows aud bine

eyes soine o! the later noveliets have
lad a good deal miore phloopiy, auJ
have anaiyzed dliaracter more pro!oundly,
but tîey have not written sud tales.

Scott's reputation perliape feele tic
ravages o! time muet in that part o! lis
works wlîlclî formed the ioriginal essay o!
hie genlue auJ f iret tmade lin the Je-
liglit o! hile contemporanies. Hie probably
knew nmore o! the middle ages, mis wcll
as feit a more pussionate interest " lu
tliem. than ay uther man o! lis time.
But a great Jeal more le knowu about
tiien now than we knew-, auJ the weak-
nesses o! his representation are apparent.
Tle stucco o! hie Gothîie cdi! ice las
crumbled. Even lbis descriptions o! casties
and o! sieges show that lue autedated Viol-
let-leb-Dnc. The Kniglits ou guard at
Braukeome, who 'Idrank the mcd ine
wlitl lelmuet barred," wonld scarcely pus
mu-4ter witli the antiquaries o! the pre-
sent day. Moreover, clîivalry has been
vulgarized by melodrama and the circus,
both o! whlclî are nnpleasantly recalled.
te our mninds as we read lis romiances o!
chivalry Boys mnay stili deliglit lu

i1vanlioç' auJd'The Talismuan '; tlhe
mature taste eau deligltitnlutlîem nu
more. lu the metrical romances we are
camnied aniob t lie uuiiflagglug r iguntr o!

comee« to reprodueiug -lu prose the Ilfe,
ldeas, and language o! people eepanated
!rom the wrlter by a gui! o! seven change-

f nii centuries, the resuit ean hardly be suc-
cess. What Ia produced la sentiment and
tliuught really modern under an exagger-
ative trave.sty of ancient phiraseology and
costumiie.

The 'Talisman' la to a paluful extent
melodramatic and hippod roîuic. Nothing
carnies an aduit reader at the present day
tlirough these tales, but the liveliness o!
ýh,3 action, and the genuine sympathy of
the writer, with the age wvlh h le ls try-
ing tu caîl out of its grave.

l'le infirmity extends to the other his-
tonical novels, *Quentin Durward,' 'The
lPair Maid o! Peorthà,' 'Tle Abbot,' 'The
Monastery,' 'Keniliworthi,' 'The Fortunes of
Nigel,,' 'Peveril o! the P>eak,' and 'Wo.od-
tocbek,' lu a degree le'-sening as the sub-

jeet approaches the writersm titue. These
taies show, It is true, careful study of hie-
tory and keen historie insiglit. , Their prin-
cipal characters; are painted lu the main
witli historie truthi and justice, as well
as with artistlc force. Mlucli knowiedge
o! history mnay be gatliored fromi them lu
a plea8ant way, notwlthstandlng the au-
dacloas anachronisuis o! 'Keniiworth' and
the stili more audaclous fabrications of
"Wcoodstock.' Stili, they are more or
less desperate efforts to reproduce the unre-
producible. lu alh, recourse la inevitably
had to the oxaggeratlon o! antique ian-
guage, fashlons, and costume. Ail savor
of the stage or the fancy bail. Th-e eu-
phuism of Sir Piercie Shiaiton in 'The Mou-
astery' le a palpable travesty ; and flot
less su are the tortuous and unctuous
harangues put into the miouth of Crom-
well in 'Woodstock.' To a atudent o! lils-
toly the historical novel altogether la
soinewviat upalutable; lie always teels
that it is a falsification, and the mixture
o! fuet wlh fiction affects hlmii like a mix-
trui' of ga.llght with daylight.

ILtWln l the novels o! whidli the sub-
jeets beiong to Scott's own tinie, and in
whichi lils creative genlus lias full play
over its legitimate f ield, that unimpair-
ed deliglit is, aud will always lie found.
'Waverley,' 'The Antiqutry,' 'Guy Manuer-
ing,' 'St. Ronan's Well,' 'The Heart o! Mid-
luthiau,' 'Rob lRoy,' 'Old Mortallty,' *The
Bride o! Laminermoor,' can dlie only xitlî
hunman nature or the English tongue.
We include 'Waverley,' 'Oid Mortality,'
and 'Rot) oy' becausae the Covenauter and
the Jacobite were so near to Scott lu the
Scotland o!hls day, as to be fairly within
the grabp of his Imagination. Nor la there
any fault to be fouud witli tie ligît back-
gi-ounti of pretty receut lhlstory lu 'The
Bride of Lumaiuermoor, 'l''lie wealkness
whieih lia.; been ofteu pointed out, is the
general insipidity o! tlie lero-es and
hieroine8. The Master o! Ravenswood
is about the only one o! the lheroes
for whom we muell care; and even ini
his case the lnittrest le rather. that o!
circumstances than of dharacter. E f le
Deans touch-es our heurts. and Diana
Vernon is dliarmlng ini lier way. But
for the muest part, the hAroes and hieroines
are littie more than the figures whielh set
the plot in motion, aud about which cThe
othler figures; revolve. This may be lu
soxie measure a legacy fromuk the romance
o! ehivairy, lun vhicl the liero could only
be a kuiglit sans pour et sans reproche,
and thcý lady could only be a queen o!
beauty--botli oftliem colourless, and lu-

terstig uyiton ccoant o!-Fthe fetfo!i

Tlie position whlch 'Waverley' bilde ut
the lead' o! the list le rather tradItlonal
than justified by intrinsle menit. This

tale wae thie f lrst o! the series, and it
took the world by storm. But it opeued
what wvas then a new %vorld o! beauty and
a new f ield o! romance, the Scotch lllgh-
lands and the life -b! the Highland clans.
Before Scott's tinie, people had spoken o!
thè Highlands ith a shudder, as a ne-
gion o! bleak ls. bogs, and mults, amid
whiich wandered breechless savages and
thieves. Ossian hiad done itti-e to expel
the idea; ln fact, Gibbon cites hlm lu con-
firmnation of It, remarking that on every
hypùthiesi-,lieo was a Scotchmuan. Walter
Scott lifted the curtain, aud the wor'l vas
eutrauce(d at the siglit, flot stispecting
tinat, as far as Highiaud dharacter and
Ilfe wva concerned. the 9how owved a good
deal to the showinan. 'Now, the HLgl-
lands swarm with touriste, and at the
J(our of cadi Britisb) tobacconist stands
th#' figure of a IHighilander lu fnIl costumie,
taken to be native, though inl its present
elekant frrm It is really the Jevice o! a
ollanoverlan tailor. The f lrst chapters o!
'Waverley,' descrlblng the lero's famlly
and educution, are heuvy. Tle structure o!
the plot la by no means o>n a level with
Scott's best. Col. Talbot is too palpable
a deus ex machina; the pedautie learning
o! the Baron of Bradwa rdlne, thougli
amusiDg ut fImet, is overdone, auJ the char-
acters of Fergus MaclIvor anJ hies ieter are
tinged ýwitli melodrania. As to the hero,
Scott himsel! saiJ cftlm ithat lie was-a
"ýsîeaking piece o! imbeclity," and that
"if lie liad rnarried Floî'a, she wvould have
set hilm up upon the chliumey-piece us (the
Jwur!) Count Borowlaskl s wife used to
do with him." Lie le, lu fact, a nonen-
tity.

Scott'b style las buse and too often
prulix, tîtougli there lès alvays a genial
glow~ whilh makes you kind to the faults.
[le %rote too amucli, anJ too fat to write
Nvlth cure and finish. The Idea, liowever,
th-t Irhc exteniporized hIe inatter as well
as his language, le absurd and baselese.
'He telle us that lie gave days to thought
and invention. O! 'Marmion,' a great part
ho sairs, was compoeed on horsebuck.
Th-3 loomeness and prolixity, o! course, in.
creased w-lien lie %vas producing volumes as
rapidly as lie cou id te work off his financlil
embarrassementS. A third o! the page
tig9hý sunetimes be- struck out with ad-
vantage to the reet.

Hiétoricully, Scott belongs to the cru
o! the Ilevolution, auJ hie works form a
part o! the vast literature to whidh that
great stirring o! thouglit and feeling gave
birllh. LBut lie belongs to the back-streain,
nut tu the cataract. The cataracte o!
istury hlavte thec-ir back-streams; that o!

theileformation %-as neo-Cutholiclsm; thut
o!f the Ievolution was the conservutive
mcatiun w'hiclh showed it.sel! lu literature
asw-i as lu politiesý, and makes itsoif feit
lu tIM mature works of Wordsworth aud
Southîey. The Puseyltes prized Scott as
cu0 who liad tumned the eyes o! men to
t le puet. Ecclesiudýtical reactloniste, 10w.

e-mcould lardly dlaim Scott as a pre-
(-ut-sutl. There w-as uthing ecclesiastîcal
abolut lm, stillIe1055 was there anythlug
aseetic. There wvas even somethlng de-
C.i(t(4ily antrýlascetie, as the guard-raom
Song lii. 'The Lady o! the Lake' shows.
110 thouglit a boon companion "worthî
the whli Bernardine brood." Hia pus-
Sion ývas for the mllitany and social, net

Catliolicism le epoke as o! an effemînate'
audJ -outemuptîble superstition. Tîls le
the, more remarkab1e as lie belougcd to

the Episopul Churcl o! Scotland, WhichI
clmemielied igh Anglican doctrine and ritu-
al ini opposition' to !ta Preebyterian foe.

lu polite Scott wus a strong Tory,
liad a hand in the literature o! ie p1-artY,
aud refruined Juring the greater part o!
ie life frein uctually miugling in thc fray
<>nly beca use Ils party wvas seecureli Jun-
liant. When rudiculisin raised ita head,
anJ Tory principles were lu peril, le came
proniinently !orwurd, and amo"uig the lut-
est incidents o! ie ilfe, vas hie mnaltreat-
ment l)y a mob for opposing the Reforn
Bill. 111e rever-nce for monardliy xas a
religien. He w-us overw helmed by lils feel-
ings ut the coronation o! George IV., about
as furcical a piece o! pageantry as was
ever enacted, and le describes the wlole
performance, especially tIe embrace o!
those two particular scampe, George IV-
auJ tic Duke o! York, us unspeukubiy sol-
enmi and i npressive; thougli un antiquary
and a lioreeman, le coula net help observ-
imîg tInt the champion -%vas ratIer tO
mudli "assisted," did not displîy hie lorse-
manshlp as lie miglit, and, instead o! the
trianguar ehield o! a kuiglit, currled a
round target wvhich le coula not possiblY
have ueed #ualiorseback. Wlien GNeorge
IV. vieited Scot.ian<l, Scott wa-s the rap-
turous master o! cremoniee, aud dressed
up ils obese sovereigu lu a Ilighlund cos-
tume, whiclihole trungrely close to regard
as national, thougli by muet o! thc specta-
tors, a-ý Macaulay eays, it would be regard-
cd as the dress of a thie!. He beggiid
as a preclous reliic, the glass ont o! whiC11
lils healti hîad been drnnk by Sacred Ma-
jesty lu the national whiekey, aud put
it into lis icoat pucket, whicbholecurefuliY
licld before hlm. t.Hoiwever, soon u!ter-
wards, le met Crabbe, and lu hie delîgît,
!orgettlng what lie lad lu lie coat-tail,
sat down upon tIc glass, witl cuusequend-
es which would have been worse lad lie
flot, muest impropenly, worn trewe under
lis kilt. How' itrong muet the artiet
have been lu the man wlio, when he 'took
up hie peu as a noveliet, could completeY
lay aside politicai sentiments su !ervid, auJ
treut wltl Impartial eympatliy Cavalier
auJ Roundliead, Jacobite aud Whig HugI'
Cliurchiman, Puritan and Dissenter! Thei'e
le not lir' Seott's noyele a trace o! anytlmig
pulemicul, or even didactic. Tlose wliO
like thele lheology, their pulitice, and theit
fiction respectively neat, will prefer tO
drink o! this cup.

île novel-readers o! to-day lave becoflie
su mucli used to the strange Circean stimu-
ulants to which, from the exhanetion O!
natural auJ wliolesomne subjecte, -novelets
are fain to resort, that It le JoubtfUIl
whvlete they wvoulJ te Jrawn back tO
Seutt by au assurance of hie eminent lieal-
thinees. Emineutly healtliy, liuweven, lie
le. On everythlng that le writes I le l
pres'edx the claracter o! a truc aud noble-
hearted gentleman, dlean, though not fas'
tidieus lu spirit, as well as su eound 111
mind tint we ulmuet wonder that lie
slîould lave tuken to wnitlug wonks O!
Imagination, lu the authors o!f vhicî thOe
les ge-nerally d «iscennible somiething o! mEni-
tal or moral diieturbunce, sonething whil'~
lias led them to tuke refuge from tIthe rel
ln tho ideatl. lu lis cononacion raptt'e
auJ tIe humage which lie puys to George
IV.. lauglable as tley are, thiere leafl04
a bit o! the lackey. lie le slmply worslP'
plinge embdlmnn -f! prncipes u-D

lng, lnJeed, lu biograpliy le more t 0oulIt
than the dlany of lis later aud Jat.ker
years. Hie temper le neyer soured; It 10
handhy eveux ru!! led by larel treatnfflt'
Wlim Is credîitors generally are oe)Ol*
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