
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

IMERE DO ALL 711E GREAT àMfIN ût

DYV KNOXONltN.

One forenaca, marc thian twcat5 yeairs aga, the
late Dr. John Edgar, ai Blelfast, addressed tue
studeats ai Knox College in the aId Div inity ll.
Amoag other thiags hoe said that there niight *bc a
studeat la that romi whe would saine day lbe a
grecater writer than Shakespeare. The studeats did
nat kaow very well wlint ta inake ai that stateaseat.
Some of thon- thought the great Irîshman was quietly
poking fun at them. Sarie thouaglt lie wvas iadulgiag
in a littie mild sarcasi. Others beiicvcd hie was try.
iag ta stimulate thent te work bard. The only pro.
fessea, naw alive, whe vias la the rom rt thc tittie,
seemed bewildered rit tîte idea that there n'as a pas-
sible Shakespeare ammng the sttîdents. He kaoav
whist was la the "boys," as studeats are non' c.-lled,
better than anybedy cIsc, and the idea that anc
ai theas should ever become a Shakespeare seemed
te overcame hlm. Evidently it hadl never occurred ta
hum that any ofithe yeung mea into whose bénits hie
was trying ta hammer something about the relations
ai the Ego and the Non-Ega wauld ever create
Hanilets.

If there was a Shakespeare ia the hall that fcrennon
bie bas not came te the front yet. The werld bas not
beard train hlmt as a dramatisz. Ne domîbt aiany ai
the yaung aien thon present have wrîttea many good
sermons, and that, is mucb botter w.ork: than writing
plays. A iew write occasianal articles for magazines.
Sanie ceatrîbute a litite te the wcekîy or daîly press.
One ar twe mnay have beon guilty ai maktag a lîttle
spring peetry. But, se far as we kanow, the Shakes.
peare who wvas buddiag duriag Dr. Edgar's visît
bas flot yet even blossamed.

lIfthere was any such man it would be bard tai flnd
hlmn and bis book. Perhaps the next generation may
discaver hlm. Possibly bis Hamlet and Othello may
be playeci te our great-grandchildren. The pour man
bas ne chance ia bis awn day, because nebc.dy
cati fini bim. He is just as bard te finnd as the great
mea are wbo have been camiag- eut ai our Theologi-
cal halls every ycar, siace these excellent institutions
began te exi st.

There is no Theological hall ia the ChurLh that bas
nlot been favoureci duriag evcry session ai ils exist-
ence with a number of students whe were supposed by
their frends to be the sinateriai out ai wlhî,Ja most dis.
tinguîsheu met, wouid certainly be made. Ilossibly the
young nien thoinselves liaci a suspicion that greatnss
wauld be thrust upea theas sanie d2y. One studeat
makes a zipocialty ai Systematic Divinaty, and bis
frfends sec in him a future Hedge. Prebably, as hoc
burns the midaight ail, hie thiaks hoe secs himslIf blow
Hodue's areat work coutl casîly be improvedi. He
modestly hiopes hie niiy live te imprave it. Ar.other
gives special attention ta exegetics, and bis admîrers
predict that the day as flot far distant when Alford,
Eadie, Ellicott a-id several o,:ter learned gentleman
may take a back sent. A ahé. 1 is supposed ta be the
man wha ,vtll yet prepare.t a iurk on Apologetics that
wilI silence the sceptical vrorîd. At least haIt-a-
dazea-pelaaps we slîauld say a dozen-are ta bc
preachers that will electriiy aay kîud ai a congrega-
tien. Nor are these predictions confiaed te the youtla-
fuI admirors ai the coahing men. Grave professons
sornetimes bint that the Churcb will soon tient froint
someoaithe studeats. Veacrable fathers in the; Pros.
byter look, wisc, and say that the young mnan just
licenseci watt probabiy accomplish great thiags. The
pastors ai those youthfui prodigies, if good elderly
nien, take a pardonabie prade In makîing glotig pre-
dictions about the future Chalmcrb çah, wab broînght
up in mxy congrégation." The lady admirerb-weil,
wc bave ne wards ta express whist the la,- admirers
hope. The oe thing clear is that ta every Tîleologi.
cal hall, at every ponaod of ats existen.Le, thore have
been a nuniber ai studeats who wore expected ta be-
came very*distiagui shed men. As sorme ai tlae halls
bave been la existence fer a long tume the aggregate
aumber ofigreat divines in enibrye must bc coasider-
able. -

And it sheuld net be forgeaten that congrégations
lbavc nlot been behiad ia niakimg predictions auat
the coming mnen.P. Many geood people sec a passible,
if not:anlactual, Guthnie ln the youmg pastelrjust

settied oiver theai. Ia niany cases it wouid be better
for bath pastur and çongregation if their expecta-
tians were more ainderate, but tbey sec Guthrie ail
the sanie.

Now the question arases, Where de ail these gicat
nca go? i here arethey? WVhat becomesoaithem?
Confessedly, there arc net many great mea la the
Churhil. i wo or tthrce ycars ago when a fourth pro.
fcssor was spoken of for Knox Cellege, a good many
peuple tlIou,4lit ui.c I..tijrLl would be compelled te im-
port co. Of course a iiajority af these were people
wiuo are iiiways trying ta show their superîority by bc-
litlîag everytbmng la thecir own country and favvning
upon everything ia evcry othier country. Mea ceaie
'o Canada as poor as Lazarus, grow rich, and then
show ttheir gratitude by runasîîg down everything xnd
evorybody in the Dominion. Had saine of therm re-
inaina with the people they fawa upon, they wauild
have worked for ai few shillings a week and died in a
poor bouse. They grew ricti ia Canada, and r.ow they
show their gratitude by abusing evcrything Canadian.
Lovely Christians are tbey. Delightful patriots whe
speak well ai every country ia the world but theur
ewa. People of that kiad wouid af course préfer a
professer front another country, to the bcst cquipped
Canadian, evea if the inmported man's head were made
ai basswood.

But it must be admitted that some people, wlio do
nlot habitually stacer at the country which gives them
their bread and ta which their children wcre borna,
thougbt ît would be well te import a professer. This
fact, coupled with the fiset that proiessars have been
imported from other celleges, shows that there are
not many conspicuously great mca ia the Canadian
Churclies. But there arc just as many ta proportion te
aur population as ta the Churches cf amy other coun-
try. Conspictiously grecat mon are few ia aay Church,
la aay country. Useful in are plentîful ta every
Church and that is somcething ta be thankial for.

The right rcply ta the question, WVhere do ail the
great mca go? is that the great malority ai them
sotle dlown and round où' inte gouda useful pastors.
Ia lcss than five years framn the time tbey began
actual work the dreamis about rivaili:ng I-lodge, or
Sir William Hamilton, or Guthrîe, or Alford, vaiaîshed.
la tea yearr, probably, the youag mian ai the glowing
predictions as net doing haif as good work as sanie
tcllow student who never aîmed at anything higher
than gn')d plain worù..

Moral-Doa't exj)"izt tue many great men te the
square mile.

IS CHRIST OR "'TEP THE' FOUND..1TION
OF TH1E CliRtISTtAN C'HURCH?

iy Trit REV R WVALI %CF-

Aiter Cbnîst's resurrection, when Ho met Mis dis.
ciples at the Sca af Galilée, aur Lord addressing
Peter dees not cati bum Peter, but gives buit bis
famîly name, -Simon, son ci Jonas" (John xxi. 15.)
WVhy was this, but ta denote that he bad already for.
fited the tîtle Peter, denoting firinaess, by bis wîclecd
and cowardly conduct in the bail ai Pilatei while
q-hrist thrice askcd liram, -Lovest thau le ? " ta re-
minc hum ihat lae had thricc denicd bis Master t Is
it ltkely thon that such a fickle «and unreliable man
would be made the firni fouadation on which the
Church was ta e b uatt Besîdes wherever by aur
Lord Hmself the future (.a.stitution ai the Church is
aitudcd ta, or by the apuâtles aits actual constitution,
ne hînt ai any prtmiacy af Peter a:, given, but the
aposîles .are spokea of ab absolutcly equal. Thus ta
,Natthew xtx. _,7, -~, wc are told that after the youag
ruier refuscd tu Sève up all for Chràbt, Peter baid,
*Bchoid, ive have lorbaken aJi, and foi, -- r Tire,

wltat shail we have theieforc< t And jesub baîd
unte theni, 'ýcrtly I ay unto you, That ye wbîch
have iollowcd Mc, ta è.he regencratton, whea the Son
ai man shaii at ta te tbrone of His glory, ye aiso
shall sit upon twelve thranes, judging the twclve
tribes ai laracl." Cf. Matthcw xvi. 25, 26, 28, and
Ephesians ii. 2o. Again thore is ne trace ai such
pre-eminence ia the Acts, wbich give the bistory of
the Primitive Church, nor in the Episties of Peter,
nor of the cîber aposties. Tbus ia Acts iii. i i, 12,
Pete. says that Christ is the stone or fouadcation ai
the Christian Church, rejected by the Jewish builders.
SQ i a iPeter il. 5, Thus ectea's judgaient as tq tiic

truc foundation lB the sanie as that cf P>aul in
1 Cerinthians iii. il, viz. .Jcsus Christ. CL. Acts X.
25, 26. Peter did not dlaimt te lie the rock on wbidi
the Citurcli ivas built, but declares that Christ was
the foutidation stane laid in Zion by the Patheet
hand. <lsaiah xxviii. iù.) Is It rit ail likely thon thit
Christ, wlio knew whiat ivas ia mian, whe knew hoir
weak, and failible Peter was, would select hlmn te build
His Church an? Paul hadi nuch more aitha rock la
hlmi than Peter. He always stoad irm and *mmo.
able as a rock ia the midst af the moat dreadfui per.
secutian, and la the very prcsencc of death. Peter
wat unreliable, inclined te compromise, the vezy
Iat ta bc counted infallible or unshaken. ln
Galatians il. 11.z.4, Paul charges P'eter with double
denling,and sisys that others werc toed away by his terri
porizîng, and that when Peter came te Antiach lit
"awithistood him te the face, because ho was ta be
blaased.' la Galatians ii. 7, 8, Paul states that ,t4
Lord and the Church had allotted a spécial province
et duty ta eacb of themi: te Peter the apostleship of
the circumcision, and te Paul that ta the Gentiles. la
i Corinthians ix. 5, and Galatians ii. 9, Peter is men.
tiancd as on an equality with James and John. la
Galatians i. 8, Paul tells us that he vient, up to jer.
usaient te sec Peter, etc Bxqt thon tbis ' was at lesu
three yzars after his conversion, during which hie wus
going through a course af préparation for bis work ia
Arabia. Had Peter's instruction beea cf much accouct
tu Paul, hie would have sought it at once. But hz teflà
us that lie received not, the Gospel fromn mian, bal
directly frein the Lard. And that at the close of Li4
thrace years' special studies for bis work. 'aNeither
went 1 unto jierusalem te the apostles who wez
before me." (Gzlatians i. 17.) Peter was no primte
nt Jérusalem. Paul tells us ai bis visit te jerusaetia
fourteen years alter, when hie speaks of Peter as
having ne priority there, but simply as beiag asso.
ctated witb James and John. (Galatians il. 9.) If
any crie had a primacy there, It was cvideatly Jame!
the Lord's brother ; for hie was the Ma1[derator af tbe
first Synod befere which the appeal froin the Churth
in Antioch 'vas hrought. <Acts xv.> Paul felt under
na obligation te the leaders there. "Terne they tbit
seenied te be samewhat added nothing." In rega*d
te the flckleness ai Peter in sanctianing unjustifiable
compromises, Paul says la Galatians il. 5, "'Te who
we yielded net bysubjection, no, net lorarn ha'îr; thir
the truthi af the Gospel might continue with yoa.'
WVe thus sec that compromises with sin or errer or
any evii are wrang and dangerous. Is it net strfe
rifler such rcpeated charges af cemplicity swith er
and tendeacy te dissimulation or. the part af Peter,
ta hold baim to be here appeinted by aut Lord,
the foundation on which His Church is balh>'
Wbat thon was meant by gsving himt the power
of the keys af the kiagdomn ai heaven bas bets
explained in the words of Dr. Smith. Thre cm.
pression seins te refer te the customn of puttioq
itt the bands of a teacher af the law, a key ta opet
the chamber in which the Scriptures were deposite4
or whicb was given te a steward and worn by him as
a badge of office, Isaîah xxii. 22. It wris conferring cc
Peter the right ta declare the way af salvation throngb
Christ, and te exercise discipline in the Churtk
Hence we find him, honoured te apen the Gospel d:k'
peasation te bath Jew and Gentiles. But aIl tbe
power thas ca.'lcrred on Peter was twice afierwards
conferred : first on aIl the twelve aposties and then ce
ail the Churrh, as set forth la Matthew Xviii. 18, if,
and John xx. ic.3 And thus Peter had the honom
simply af-prinrity af time and labour. He and lt
other apostles were appoiated ta set forth the =eu
af disciple5hop te Christ or ai salvation, and aIso tht
terins of membership in the Christian Church, and ws
exorcise discipline within it i and ail the ministers ci
Christ while fullob.;ng their teaching in the inspie 1

Word, and exerci5ing discipline according te tht
Word, have àimilar authority from Christ. Dy t1ài
autlîority they exclude or admit whomt Christ =9m
exçIude or admit. Augustine, the greatest ofi th
ancient fathers cf the Cburch, takes thc samne vie
that we have set forth, ia bis Rater yenrs Me say
"aI have somnewbcre said cf St. Peter ta; te Chanci
is built upon him, as a rock. But I have since frý
queratly said that tbe Word cf the Lord 'Thou art
Petros and on this Petra will I build My Churclï
must be uaderstood i him whooe reter confessedl a
the Son of the living God ; and P 39 r se named afý
this rock reprcsented the perrin, oft..c Chercha whi
is feuaded on this zacki qnd bas xteceived the keli
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