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IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS,

(With Apologies Io ihe Shadie of W. S. Lander.)

Scene.-A modern Pharmuacy. Dramalis Persoc.-
Dr. BI<AIN (a leading physician) ; Mr. St;.,uur. (a front-
rank pharmacist).

"Good morning, Dr. Brain.'
"Do you knov, Mr. Sumbul, I've almost decided to give

up prescribing fresh Infusions? People are getting so fasti.
dious about their medicine. So many of my lady patients
say, ' Doctor, I can't take that horrid nuddy-looking stuff
you prescribed for me last week. Can't you give me sote-
thing nice and bright, so that I can persuade myself it's a
glass of sherry ?'"

" Yes, doctor, the public seem determined to be dosed
wsthetically or not at al.

" And then, Mr. Sunbul, I'm inclined to think that the
idea of extracting the active principles of a drug by simply
soaking it in boiling water is, after all, somewhat barbaric."

" Undoubtedly the process is crude in the extreme. It is
a relic, in fact, of a period when the Art of Pharmacy was
unknown."

" That is indisputable ; but at the same time I anm at my
wit's end to know what to prescribe in place of them."

"Well, doctor, have you tried Concentrated-'
"Now, for heaven's sake, Mr. Sumibul, don't suggest

Concentrated Infusions. I should lose half my patients in
less than a week. I come across the concoctions occasional-
ly at the Hospital, though the Dispenser told mie the other
day he should only keep one of then in future, for they n ere
ail alike, and Buchu did just as well cither for Orange, or
Calumba, or Gentian."

"A very good joke, doctor, if there were less truth in it.
No ; I was about to ask if ycu tried F.ETCHE1Rs' CON-
CENTRAT~ED LIuORS."

No. I've never seen then. Are they made by the
sanie firmni vhich manufacture Fi.ETciJER' SYRUI'S OF TiE
IVDRo0IROxATEs?"

" Yes, and I can show you soute of then if you wvill comie
round to the dispensing counter."

" Thank you. I ai always interested in any new im-
provenent."

" Here, doctor, is Fi.ETCHEirs' LiQuoR BucH u. A fluid
ounce of Liibuon mnakes a pint of infusion. They are the
same strength.'

"Io-ow convenicntÇ! But do you think the concentration
can be carried to such an extent without injury?"

"O, yes, doctor, I think there's little doubt of that. The
makers guarantee that no heat whatever is enployed through-
out the process, which is based on the principle of cold re-
percolation."

" What a splendid idea; I wonder no one ever thought
of it before."

I Well, several have since, and so there are lots of imita-
tions, some of them much cheaper, but I've never scen any
LIQuoRS fit to compare with FLECIlIERs.

" Perphaps not, but you know, Mr. Sumbul, the proof of
the pudding is in the eating "

" It is, doctor, and suppose we apply the sane test to
these LiquoRs. Into this beaker I have measured 19
drachms of distilled water and vill now add i drachm of
LiQuoR Bucitu. There !"

l Well, the solution is certainly beautifully clear, and
what delightful aroma. And the taste is simply perfect.
lHow fresh, pungent, and aromatic."

-Yes. I know of no other preparation of Buchu so elegant.
Then here are the LiQuoRs of Chiretta, Gentian, Orange
and Cascarilla. See, I have diiuted them all, and the In-
fusions produced are not only brilliant, but are as pure and
delicate in flavour as the Buchu."

"Mr. Sumbul, I amn delighted with them. Never make
a single ounce of fresh Infusion for any of my patients again.
And, if you take my advice, you'Il throw all your old stock
of Concentrated Infusions down the sink."

" That I have already donc, doctor, but here on the desk
is FI.ETCîîERs' ' Portfolio' containing full information about
all their LiQuoRs.

" What a capital book. Why, they seem to make
LiQuonts for TiNCTUREs too."

" O, yes. I tmake all my Tinctures that way now. Al
you have to do is to take a measured volume of LiQUOR and
then add to it either proof or Rectified Spirit, as the Phar-
nacopa:ia directs, and there you have your Tincture; either

much or little, ready at monient's notice."
"I shouild like to see somie. Tinct. Card. Co. and sone

Tinct. Gentiano Co. made from these LiQuoRs."
" With pleasure, doctor. iere they are. These have

been made about a week. I always notice that the Tinc-
tures imtprove very much by keeping. When fist mixed
you can sometimes searcely smell anything but spirit, but
in a day or two the pure aroma of the drug is fully developed.
In this respect they seen to behave like perfunes."

l Well, Mr. Sumbul, I never vish to sec any better
Tinctures than these. They are al] that could be desired
in appearance, aroima and flavour. By the way, how use-
fuil these Liivots vould be in the Ilospital !"

" Yes, they take up so littie room.
"Ah, but I don't mean that only. Why shouldn't the

LituoRs be dispensed just as they are, or, at any rate, those
that are miscible with water. just think what a quantity of
spirit they vould save. I beiliee our Tinctures cost us
about £4co a year. It seems to me that I y using FrErcuHFas'
LIQuoRs w. ought to S-ve somuething like £300, which wve
now spend in dosing the patients with alcohol."

" You have certainly bit the nail, doctor, and the only
difficulty I can sec is in convincing your committee that the
difference is'worth saving."

"Look here, Mr. Sumbul, send up to the Hospital some
sanples of each of the LiQuoRs you've been showing me, and
I'il bring then before the committee mysel at next week's
meeting. Why, bless my soul, these LiQuoRs will bc as
valuable to us as our share of the lospital Sunday Fund."
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