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A CONTRAST.

il.

BY CANNIFF 11AIGHT, TORONTO.

TH1E AmericanRIevolution brought
Tout two striking pictures of the in-

consistency of human nature. The au-
thor of the Declaration of Independ-
ence lays down at the very first this
axiora :'We hold this truth to be
seif-evident, that ail nmen are created
equal ; that among these, are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;'
and yet this man was, withi numbers
of others who signed the famous docu-
ment, a slave-holder, and contributed
to perpetuate a system which was a
reîproach and a stain upon the fair
fame of the land, until it was wiped
out with the blood of tens of thousands
of its sons. The next picture that
stands out in open contradiction to the
declaration of equality of birth and
liberty of action, appears at the end
of the war. The very men wbo had
ciamoured against oppression, and bad
fouglit for their freedoni and won it,
in turn became the most iritolerant
oppressors theniseives. The men who
had differed from theni and had ad-
hered to the cause of the mother iand,
had their property confiscated and
were expeiled from the country. iRe-
volutions have ever been marked by
cruelty. Liberty in France inaugu-
rated the guillotine, and the fathers
ýof the American Revolution cest out
their kindred, and they found a refuge
in the wilderness of Canada, where they
endured for a time the most severe
privations and hardships. This was
the first illustration or definition of
'iliberty and the pursuit of happiness,'
f rom an American point of view.

The resuit was not, perhaps, what
was anticipated. The ten thousand or
more of their expatriated countrymen,
were not to be subdued by acts of
despotic inj ustice. Their opinions were
quite as dear to Vhem- as to those who
had succeeded in wrenching away a
part of the old Empire under a lilea of
being oppressed. They claimed oniy
the natural and sacred right of acting
upon their honest convictions, and
sureiy no one wiil pretend to say that
their position was not as just and ten-
able or leas honourabie than that of
those who had rebelled. I arn not
going to say that there was no cause of
compiaint on the part of those who
threw down the gage of war : that has
been conceded long ago. The enact-
ments of the Home Government that
brought about the revoit are matters
with which we have nothing to do at
this tume; but when the war termin-
ated and peace was declared, the atti-
tude of the New Governuiient towards
those of their countrymen, who had
adhered to the Old Land fromn a sense
of duty, was cruel if not barbarous.
It has no parallel in modern history
unless it be that of the Edict of Nantes
by Louis XIV. The refugees, how-
ever, did not, like the Huguenots, find
a home in an oid settled country, but
in the fastness of a Canadian forest ;
and it is wonderful that so many men
and women, out of love for a distant
land whose subjects they had been and
whose cause they had espoused, shouid
have sacrificed everything and passed
froni conifortable homes and kindred
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