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is as uxucli, if not mu're, money spent
for liquors than for ail food. «\V( stu-
dents wvho have workced iu couxînuni-
tics w'hlere liquor is sold. kxow~ tiîat
there are maîîy fauxilies thiat are ilI-fed,
ill-clad, aye, starviiig anîd naked, be-
cause of the liquor traffic, because of
tlic awful texaptationis it puits iu the
way of mon to cause theni to fall.

The lîquor traffic is a fearful incu-
bus on ordinary trade. How% many bad
debts it uxales 1 Howv mny failures
arc due to, the abuse of lîquor 1 The
Most advantageous, aud, mnay' w'ye Say ?
Most level-hieaded, niovexuent that ail
truc loyers of our country cail mnale, is
tet abolish flic liquor business. There
arc nmillionxs iii it, a veritable gold Mine.
If politicians -%aut to miake the best
stroke to bemiefit the trade 0f Canada,
let thexi aboliýh Uic liquor traffic.
There is mucli more profit lu that, to
the country as a whoie, tixan iu the best
advanitages of Protection to a Conserva-
tive, or i ree Trade to a Liberal.My
the Aluuighty open Our eyes!

Scidoni, if ever, iii the history of
C:uîuîda, have nmore deterîiiined efforts
been made to, deteet and repress cor-
ruption and( fraud tlîan during flic year
tlîat bas just closed.

The press lias wvQll nýglx surfeited its
readers Nwlth word pictures, cuts aud
cartoons of cities, tg9wns and rural
unîicipalities, siftinig their councils.

boards aind othier inîstitutionîs. to, save
the public funds and inake rooxî for
hionorable mcn. The iîîvestigatious
niade liave not been fruitless. The
publie mind bas been awakened froi
its lethiargy, axîd mîîost painful disclos-
xîres have been nide.

The excessive putridity 0f ouir"repre-
sentative bodies and otiier public insti-
tutions, 111.ve lxeaped disgraee î»on us,
and tarnishied the gooci naine of our
fair counxtry. . Weil mlay -Nve askz,
wliitlier are we drifting, ta whoîu does
the responsibility attacli, and w'liat eau

be doue to prevent the recuirrenceo f
corrupt practices, not th1e least oiý which
is tlue appropriation of publie funds for
tlie attainument of personaland selfishiends.

Tliat suchi disclosures niîaniifest a de-
lilorable state of affairs, if xuot a low
dcg>,ree of social morality, wve must ail
admit. Tl.,at they exhibit the abuse of
the franchise and treason against God
and good government, we cannot very
well deny. Doubtless, mucli blanie at-
taches to those %'ho have been sifted
out, but, since they have received their
reward, let us wlio are honest Cirris-
tians and citizens of unquestioned in-
tegrity of purpose, carry the inquiry
further, and, throwing ourselves into
the great hopper of trnth and good citi-
zonshlp, subuxit to a sifting- process.
and so determine the w'eight of cou-
deinnatioru ivhich rests upon our own
siioulders.

It iý, perhaps, not too mucli to say,
that one-haif of Christian people, and
certaill a uxucli less proportion of
others, ilever coxîsider -the spiritual
qualifications of an aspirant to a posi-
tion of public responsîbility. They may
fe'rvently -pray for good government,
and sueli legisiation as will best pro-
nioto the iuterests of Christ's kingdom.
They may entreat flic Giver of ail good
for a pure judiciary, God-fearing rulers
and other servants of state, but alas,
how often they folg-et that God lias
couceded this responsibiiity to, thema-
selves, aud expeets, ay, even demnds,
that they bo not recreant to duty, but
perforiu the functions of their position
faithfully ana hionorably "as unto the
Lord, ana flot unte meni." Enter our
legisiative halls, our council chambers,
or Ouir educational boa.rdls; lea-ru flic
life aiid character of the inembers of
our judiciarjy even, and you wvill find
menx, appoiîxteil forsooth by Chîristian
electors and Christian represeutative
bodies, wvho %vould be considered a dis-
grace to the ancient Roman Senate.
evemi fromn a moral standpoint, and yet,
tlîey are there by our vote.


