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PLEASANT HOURS.
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CAT'S CRADLE.

(8 it 2+ hammock for pussy,
Hung i the cosiest corner
Close to the fireepline §
Whete <he can swangg and doze and pure,
With wwght m the wotld to trouble ber
Exeept to wash her face

Or vt 4 willow basket
Frs whic by to tue K the hattens
While tother-prss is away,
With rochers to sway it toaud fio,
Wi b gramdma pus< with a funy toe
L Jogt tor halb s day

Ab, ot Ctis a cunning puszle
Wht i the restless hittle children
Play wathoa Int of stong,
When wintt twhights haste to fall,
Aued the sk nm-t 18 warm, wiale all
Outaiede s shivenng,

A Lalf yaud Loop 1y knotted,
Wienght over Gol L Lock's ingers,
Fwisted fram her's to Ted's,
Changing 1t< shape with each new hange,
Aned th sl 11 s tiothaor tew uor sty e
To those two Ly hoads,

Y et they ‘re nhea pretty petue
At thisquiet oune - cat’s cradie
With 118 crissectoss, ship actonse, thus!
As st ons tahes, then anothor takes
Audd the hinsd of itz songe that 1t makes
Huas s« larin tor all of us.

—— e At b 4 — -
VARIETIES,

Never judge by appearance. A
shabby old coat may contsin an editor.

Ounr grand business is not to see
what lies dimly at a distance, but to
do what lies clearly at hund.

CLEAR writers, like clear fountains,
do not seom so deep as they are; the
turbid looks moit profound.

He who thinks he can do without
the world deceives himself'; but le

who thinks the world caunot do with.
" out him is still more in error.

What a heaven earth would be could
wo always appreciste all we have us
keenly as we do when on the point ol
losiuy it !

«#Dp reason dat we think dat our
nudders could beut anybody cookin' iy
because wo kain't carry de boy’s appe-
tite into old age.”

A Non-Christian educsation is also an
anti-Christian education : and only the
more dangerously 0 because it is not
s0 openly.

It is cluimed that there is u wonder-
ful spring at Toyah, Tex, which
instantly cures all human diseases. It
must be & spring gun. Thero are such
things in Texus,

A Bic Yunkoe from Maine, on
paying his bill in & London restaurunt,
was told that the sum put down didn't
include the waiter: ¢ Wal,” he roared,
«1 didn’t eat any waiter; did 13"
He looked a8 if he could’ though; and
there was no further discussion.

«\Wyar influence bas the moon upon
the tide?” the teacter asked John
Heory, And John Henry said it
depends on what was tied ; if it was u
dog it made him howl and if it was «
gate it untiod just as soon ag & cow or
& man came along.

ProacoGUe: * What is the mean.
ing of the latin verb ignosco?"” ZTall
Student (after all the others have failed
to give tho correct definition): 1
don’t know.”  Pedagoyue: * Right,
Go up to the bead."

TuAT was s cool Scottish ‘ uside” of
an old dealer, who, when exorting
his son to practice honesty in his
dealings, on the ground of it being the
“ bent policy,” quietly added, “I have
 tried beith.”

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.
LESSON VI,
VICTORY OVER DEATIL

A D 5%.) [May 11,
1Cor. 15 1 38, Commillomemory vs. i5- 38,
GoLnry TrXT.

Death is swallowed up in victory,
13, 34,

1 Cor,

OUTLINK,

1.\ Mystery, v. ho-53,
2. A Victory, v. 34.57.
3. A Daty, v. 68,

Trae. - ADL 5T,

Exviavavions, - Flesh and blood — Our
presont body, which has Hesh and Llood, and
must die  Cannot inkerit—Weo are not able
in our present bodies to possess the heavenly
enjoyinents of Christ’s kingdom.  Corruption
— That whicl must die,  Zocorruption—"That
whu o cannot be destioyed. We eannot in
this budy enter heaven. A mystery— A touth
tevealed only by the Npint of God,  Not all
sleep - These who ave hvug when Jesus comes
again wiill not e, Be changed—1n order to
enter heaven., At the last tramp—"The trum.
tet of the tesurrection.  We —The Christians
living when Clhitist comes,  Dreath s siweallow ed
up— Beeauso death will be ended and God's
wwer will be living,  Sting of death s stn—
iicumse st brought death nto the world,
Mrength of s ix the hiww—Because the Inw of
Gad lets men know that they are sinners,
Thraugh the Lord Jesws Christ -\Who overcaie
death by 1ising from his grave.  Zherefore—
Because of this liopy of victory.  Not tu wain
= We shall enjoy hereafter the full reward of
our Libour hete,

Tracisun o THE LEssos,

Where in this lesson are we taught —

1. The aoctrine of the resurrection of the
Lady ¢

2, 'The certainty of victory through faith in
Jesus ?

3. Tho necd of constant lnbour for Christ ?

Tup LussonN CATRCHING.

1. What wust wertal put en to inhenit the
kingdow of tiod * **This mortal must put on
tutnottality.” 2. What saying shall t‘wn be
brought to pass¢ ¢ Deathay swatlowed up
in victory,” 3. What is the sting of death ?
*The sting of death is sin.” { Through
whom do ve gain the victory over death?
‘Through our liord Jesus Christ. 5. What
does the apostle urge hix brethren to et
Stendfast, unmovable, abounding in  the
Lornd's work,

Dacrrisal StGersttoN.—The resurrection
of the duad.

Catrensy QUESTIONS,

What do you twean by the ahuightiness or
omnipotence of God ?

That God ean do whatever 1o will,
xhi 20 Matthew xix, 26,

\What do you mean by the omuiscienco of
God ¢
‘That God knowsall things, pastand present
and future.
How does the Scripture deseribe this know.
tedye
1t teaches that God kuows every thought
in man's heart, every word and every action,
Psal exxxix, 2-4,

Job

A.D. 57.) LESSON VII.
THE UIBOAR AT EFHESUS,

Acs19. 23-41, and 20. 1, 2.
memory ve. $8-40.

GoLvrs TEXT.

[May 18.

Commit to

Why do the heathen rage and the peoplo
fmagine a vain thing? Psa. 2, 1.
OuTLINE,

1. Wild Excitement, v. 23.34,

2, Wixe Advice, v. 35-2.
Time.—A.D. 57,
Prace,—Ephesus, in Asia Minor.
Exenasarions.—That way—'*The way,"”
tueaning the Gospel of Christ.  Silver shrines
—Small images of Diana and the temple of
Ephesus, which were sold to visitors in the
city, Crafismn—Men whoso business was to
sell ahrines and images.  Crafi—Trade. Al
Asin—~Here meanr only the western portion
of Asia Minor. Nogqods . made with hands—
That the images aro not gods. Craftisin
danger—Becuuse then none would buy their
images. Thetemple—A largo marhle building,
one of tho finest in the world. It wan after-
ward burned down. Goddess Diana—An

Fadl of wrath -At the Christians who wero
injuring their trade wn idols,  The theatre—-A
large building with ston seats cut m the hll
sule, and 1o root over it, ho! Hng many thous.
and people.  Chiécf of Asia—dlen ot high puk
called Aviarchy,  Alexander—robably a Jew,
and an enemy of the wpostle.  Zown-ctrk—
The secretary of the caty, who was perhaps
tiendly to Paul.  Fell down from Jupiter—It
was bhelteved that the rude image in the
temple at Ephesus had fallen from heaven,
Rohlers of churches—Rather, ‘ot temples.”
I)({'ulu's_'l‘ho ullicers of the court,  Lmplead

bring aveusations or charges.  In danger—
The Y omane government dul not permit such
rotot . eting of the people,

TrAciings oF TR LEssoN,

Where in this lesson do we lind—
L. That self-interest 1s an enemy to spirit-
ual life?
2, ‘Chat idolatry blimds men to the truth?
3. Thut wise counsel 13 better than hasty
aeal
Tur Lxason CATRCHIAM,

1. What led to the uproar at Ephesus?
Faar ot the overthrow of Diana, 2. Who
was the leader of the uproar?  Dewetrius, 4
silversmith. - 3. T'o what place of concourse
did the people take Gaius and Aristarchus,
Paul's companions?  T'o the theatre, 4.
Whom did the Jows put forward to addiess
the people’  Alexander. 5. Who finally
nl'}n-um them? The town-dlerk.

Joctminat Svgerstiox Human depra-
vity.

CATECHISM QUESTIONN,

What is wmeant by saying that God is
all-wise ?

That God dovs everything in the best and
most perfect way, for the accomplishment of
the purpese. Job xif. 13, Psalm civ, 24,
Romans xvi. 27,

| Ronmans xi. 33 ; Ephesians iii. 10, 11.]

What is meant by sayang that God is holy ?

That iy nature iy peilectly good amd
without the possibility of evil, and thut He
cannot ullow sin in His creatures.  Leoviticus
aicHL Joshua xxav, 19, Habakkuk i 13

How is God righteons or just t

ths laws and government are righteous;
and He will 1eward and pusish justly.
Psalm xi. 7. Revelation xv. 3. lsainh xlv.
21 Genesis xviii, 23,

METHODIST CENTENNIAL
AND v ETHODIST UNION.

June 1st will be the Union-Day of the
Methodist Chusches ot Canndn,  This year
is also the Centenuial Anniversary of the
arganization of Methodism on this continent,
In commemoration of these two events, o

-
SPECIAL MEMORIAL NUM-
BER OF “PLEASANT
HOURS"
will bie issued for May 31st. It will contain
a rll account of the BEGINNINGS OF
METHOUDISM in sort the UNITED

STATES AND CANADA.

It will have also the following 1LLUSTRA-

TIONS :

EMBURY HOUSE, New York, where the
first Methodist Service was held,

THE OLD RIGGING LOFT, where Captain
Webb preached.

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH IN NEW
YORK.

BARBARA HECK, Mother of American
and Canadian Methodism,

FIRST METHODIST PREACHING IN
BALTIMORE.

CAPTAIN WEBB, BISHOP ASHBURY,

and other Fathers and Founders of Mcthod-

ism in the New World,

CENTENNIAL POEMS, STORIES, etc.

Every child 1u every Methodist School

should have a copy of this MesorianL Nusser

of * PLEASANT HOURS,”

Price, post free, $100 per 100.

Schools not yet taking *‘I’r.rasaNT Hotps,"
and schools wanting an extra quantity of this
number, will please send in their orders at
once, that we ay know how many to pnnt,
or we may be unable to supply the demand.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 and 80 King St. East, Toronto.
Or, C. W. CoaTtes, Montreal, Que,;

image without beauty, standing in the temple.

S. F. Huestis, Halifux, N. S.

AUTHORIZED COPYRIGHT EDITION.
-

JUST PUBLISHED !
LLIFE o1

‘CHINESE’ GORDON, R.E., C.B,,

Witk 8 pertrait oa the title page.
By CHARLES H. ALLEN, F.R.G.S,,

Secrctary of the British and Foreign Antis
Slavery Society.

Price, poat free, five cents.

.

Over 300,000 copics of this )ife of ' Chinese"
Gordon, by Mr. Allen, wero sold in Englan)
in & very short time.

The English publishers have authorized ua
to publish a Canadian Copyright Edition,
which wo have done, at a price ro low that
many thousands of the Caunadian public
can easily proemre it, and thereby have
mteresting and instruetive reading vonceruing
this wonderful man,

¢t He got the nicknawe of *Chinese’ Gordon
from his splendid vietories in China, in what
18 ealled the @ieat "Tai-ping rebellion, Occa.
sionnlly, wnen the Chinese oflicers flinched,
he would take one quietly by the arm, snd
lead him iuto the thickeat of the enemy's tive,
as coolly as thongh he were taking him in to
dinner.” He was the means of saving thou.
satuds of lives, but he left China without
taking & penny of 1eward.”

FIRST CLASS BOOKS FOR
MIND AND HEART.

‘I'he Macedonian Cry ; & Voice from the Lands
of Brahma und Biddha, Africa and Isles of
the Sea; and, A Plea for Missions, By
Rev. Jolm Lathern.  Price, 12mo, cloth.
280, pp 70 vents.

Rome in America. By Justin D. Fulton,
DD, With a sketch of the author, by
Rev. R, S, Mcarthnr, DD, Price, 12mo,
cloth, 164 pp, 90 cents.

A cenndid auguiry into the facts of Roman

_atholicisin,

The Dance of Modern Nocicty.
Cleaver Wilkinson,
T0 cents,

This book impleads the dance as the com-
mon and cyqnal enemy of Health, of Economy,
of the Social Nature, of lutellectual fmptove.
ment, and of Morality. It summons the
aecused to answer, not at the bar of passion,
however holy and religious, snd not before
the tnibunal of Seripture, however clear and
authoritative, but gather in the wide and
open forum of reason, cf conscience, aud of
CONINON sense.

Capital for Working Boys.
McConaughy.
P'rice &1.

Tact, Push, and Principle. By Willinm M,
Thayer. ~ Cloth, 12mo, 370 pp, Prico 81,

By William
Price, 12mo, cloth,

By J. E
12mo, cloth, 272 pp.:

The Backwoods Preacher; tWeing the auto-
biography of Peter Cartwright, an American
Methadist travelling preacher.  Cloth, 263
pp.  Price 70 cents,

The Way to Fortune ; a scries of short essays,’
with illustrative proverbs and anecdotes
from mauy sources.  Cloth, 12mo, 256 pp.
Price 81.

Character. By Samucl Smiles. 12mo, cloth.}

P’rico 81.10. :
Duty ; with Illustrations of Conrage, Patiencs;
and Endurance, By Ssmtel Smiles. 12mo,’
cloth, Price §1,10, 5

Guides and Guards in Character Building.:
By C. . Pauyne, D.D., LL.D. 12mo,
cloth. Price 81.25, :

——

WILLIAN BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King St Bast,
TORONTO. ;

C. W COATES, S. F. HUESTIS,
Montreal, Que. Hulifax, N.8;;




