
8hakes the rod that by timely subrn'ssion we miglit avert the stroke.
~&dwhen ail methods te, reclaimu the sinner have proved ineffectual,

'With what reluctance does Hie execute Ris terrible vengeance at the last 1
lie says: ",How shail I give thee Up, Ephraiml How shall I deliver
thee Israel? Mine heart is turneci within Me."y "Oh, that My people
had hearkened unto Me! that Israel had walked in My ways! "

-Nor mnust we imagin e that these are mere words. For, what could
'lave been done that God lias not done to, give effeet to Ris gracious
desi*gnsl He lias caused the Gospel te be brouglit to our very doors.
lie has instituted the mniistry of the Gospel te proclaim. to, ail the cor-
"ers of the earth the glad tidings of a Saviour. And it is wortliy of
Ilote liow, inodrthtw ight have the firmest persuasion of the

goodnes of God, H1e lias not only given manifold declarations of Ris
lnelecY, but lias selected some of the flhIost notorious offenders in ail ages
't'O be monuments of Ris grace, se that the vilest and worst may thus be
eflCouraged te corne to Him for pardon1 and salvation. God every ivhere
aIPears stretching forth Ris arias te the returning prodigal, and in al
the ages His voice is heard, "Why will ye die.")

If God is thus inerciful, and slow te anger, ail tlie more certain and
8evere miust be the punishment te those who obstinately resist Ris wiHl
a"4d despise Ris grace. The end 'WilI be deatli. For thougli God lias no
Pleasure in the deatli of a sinner, but rather that lie shouid turn and
live, yet it is decreed that lie that will flot turn shall not live. Life and
deathi are proposed te us as the re-Ward of good and evil; and to, tlie man

WhÇ l fuliy bent upon evil death iust be the reward. The wacres of sin
Ls death. God will not alwas stie *th rnan. H1e is indeed long suf-
ferung. but there is a degree of provocation beyond Ris endurance-a

tnewhen the day of grace wihll close, and that of judgment begin;
'welsinners shall feel wvlat it was te, have wearied out the patient

enldurance of Ged.
It is easy for inen te, make plausible excuses-to complain of the dif-

ficulties in tlie way-eof the temptations to which tliey are exposed.
but there is no difficulty te, those who seek the lielp of Ged's grace-no
tlinptation fromn which God will 'let niake a way of escape. The real
diflcu1ty is that men are net willifig te give up their sins and "1turu

foatheir evil ways." Witliout true repentance, as weli as true faith,
there car, be no salvatien. jesu-s came te, save fromn sin as well as te
Save froui heUl. "iRepentance unte life is a saving grace, whereby a
Sit1ier eut of a true sense of bis sin, and apprehlension of the mercy of
Goa lu Christ, dehwt ref and liatred of lis sin, turu fromn it unto,

Withfuh purpose of and endeaveur after new obedience.")
. Oh then, now, while the day of reckoning is yet deiayed, whule there
18 pace giveii for repentance, let sinners hasten te the refuge provided

?49.in 5t the impending storm; jet them fiee te, that refuge set before themn
11 tle gospel, and let themn do ie Mnow, "For now is the accepted time,
1iow il the day of Saivation." ",Turn ye, turn ye fremn your evil ways;
fer 'Wly will ye die, 0 lieuse of Israel."-Selected.

Qod lias promised forgiveness te your repentance; but lie lias not
Prolmised a te-merrow te, your proCrastination.

Tie ifonthlY Advocate. 109


