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WHY XUBT TRE INTERCOLONIAL ERAILBOID
008T OVER $20,000,0001

O Na former occasion we pointed ont the advantagea
that would accrue to the Dominion of Canada

from the expenditure of $20,000,000 or $22,000,000 ou
the construction of the Intercolonial Railroad. But
we dl d not say that the road could flot be bulit for
legs than that enormous amount. On mature con'
sideration, il lae ddent that several cogent argumenta
mlght 'be adduced to prove that this road-all import-
ant as It ia-migbt be advautageously built on what la
known as tbe 'cheap" principle, or the 3 fi. 6 ln. gauge.
Jir. Saudford 1Femingo report, from whjch we get
the estimate of twenty or twenty-two millions, ja baaed
on the "ldear " prinoipie, or the 5 fi. 6 in. gauge.
Wby not, before committing ourselvea to it, get an
etlmate at ail eventa of the coat on the Il cheap" prin.
ciple. Wlth the vlew of intereating the public on thia
question, we have made aome calculationa of what the
Interc 5oniai Boad would coat if built on the Ilcheap"l
principle. These calculationa muet neceaaariiy be
crude; but to show that they are not worthleaa, we
may say they are bsaed on an officiai. report of Mfr. J.
E. Boyd, civil engineer for the Goverument of New
Brunswick, on the construction of cheap railwaya;
sud lu Mr. Fleming'a officiai report of the survey of
the Intercolonial Railway.

Mr. Fleming marks ont fifteeu routes along whicb
the road might be buit. We will take No. 10 route-
a central one-to illustra-te our aubjeot. Thia ronte la
496 miles lu iengtb, of whlch 61 miles are already
muade. Âccording f0 Mr. Fleming, the average coat
of making aud equlpplng this line would be close on
W4,000 per mile, or over $20,000,000. N.,w, as a rail-
way le neyer constructed within the firat estimate, we
may assume that in reality $2 1,000,000 at least wouid
be expended upon It. Further, we msy assume that
lu proportion to the original costlilesa of the Une,
would be the yearly amount required for wear and
tearsud repaira. The reaaon assigned by Mr. Fleming
for the magnitude of the outlay required, is the nature
of the country through which the line wlll be laid
The grades wil be many and steep, the curvea numer-
oua and sharp, much bridging will be needed, and em-
bsnkmenta often ueccesaary.

Bearlng the above facta lu mind, lot us turu to Mr.
Boydas report ou-"cheapl' railwasa. lu thefirat place,
lie ahowa that cheap railwaya are pecullarly adapted
to mounita-inous countries. By measa of them a grade
of 100 feet lu the mile may be easiiy overc ýme, whereaa
on the dear principle, a grade of 70 feet lu the mile
would be the possible maximum Agaîn, on a 8 ft. 6
lu. gauge, curves of W5 or 100 feet can be coutructed
with as much aafety as curves of 1,5W0 or 1,600 feet
radius on a & fi. 6 in. gauge. The roamit la that on the
usrrow gauge mucli tuunelliug, embaniking, brldgiug
and cuttîng. are avoided. Besidos, the annual coat of
repairlng the nsrrow gauge snd keeping up the roll-
lng stock la only a tithe of the amount necessary on a
5 it. 6 iu gauge.

The estimate of constructing and equlpping the In-
ternational over No. 10 central route on the 3 ft. 6 lu.
gauge, we arrive at thia WaY. Mr. Boyd gays thaf
sucli a line through a Ifmedium country" coulfi be
made and eqnîpped for $12,000 per mile, or, et sny
rate, for $14,000. We will take the larger estiluate,
and multlplyiiig it by 485, the number of miles to be
contructed, we get $6 090,000 as the amount for which
the road, 3o far, could be coustructed un the chosp prîn-
ciple. ThUi l not the total coat of the Intercolonial,
bowover. There are already constructed 61 miles of
road, over wlîlch a third rail would bave to be laid
down to suit the narrow gauge. From Mr. Boyd's
e,timates we inter thia could be done $4,000 a mlle, or
f-or 324,000 ulu -l. Add this to 36,090,000, snd we gel
the total coat of constructing the Intercolonisi Rail-
way at 36,334,000, or coualdorebly legs than a third of
the estimate, according 10 the dear prînciple and the
broad gauge.

But we have been nssumiug that the roand would be
built of brou rails. Lot us suppose that steel rails were
sabatituted for iron-and steel rails last perbaps five
times as long as iron; yet, accordiug te 1Mr. Boyd,
they would ouly coat on the 3 ft. 6 iu. gauge legs than
$2,500 per mile more than tron. Let us take the cuat
at $2,500 added to 314,000, or $16.500 per mile, sud we
fild that the 485 miles te be conafructed wonld cost, if
steel rail laid, $7,177,500. To th18 we muet add the
3244,000 ,for lsylng the third rail over tbe 61 mlles
already contructed, and we have $7,421,500 as the
total coat of a steel rail Interoolonial romd ou the 8 ft.
0 ln. gauge, that would laut five or six timea as long

as the road that, accordiug to Mfr. Fleming'a report,
would coat over $20,0î10,000!

To remove ail objections te this estimafo, however,
il muet be remembcred that lu makiug if 1Mr. Boyd haed
refereuce f0 a 1'medium counry" We muet assume
that the route selected for the Intercolonlel la Er
tbrough sncb a country; that the country, lu fact, la
unfavorable to railwaya ou the broad gauge at a]l
eveute. For these extra difficulfies we muet allow
(sa-y> an additional 38,500 per mile, msking the total
coat for steel rails no legs tL.an $20,00o> per mile. This.
appears f0 be a liberal sllowatnce to overcome difficul-
ties whlch, lu the case of a 8 fi. 6 lu. gauge, would not,
lu some cases, preseut themselves at ail, and which lu
no caqe would beauo formidable aï in aS5 fi 6 lu. gauge.
Taking then the rate et 120,000 per mile, the coat of
the 436 miles wonld be $8.700.000; add $244,000 for îay-
ing third rail over the 61 miles constructed, sud the
sumn total is 38,944,000, or, say, lu round numbers
0 $,000,000. Mr. Flemiug's estimate for the 5 ft 6 in.
gauge beiug over $20,000,000, the saviug that would
be effected by adopting the narrow gauge, afier mak-
lug ample allowanco for the extra difllculties of the
route sud aocuriug steel rails, wouid beo oer $1l,-
000.000!

SIt would be Impossible in a short article like this
to enumerate ail the argumenta that ceuid be adduced
for sud againaf the construction of the Intercolonial
ou the " chenlp" principle. A few, however, readily
present fbemnselves. It may be argued that the Im-
peril Goverument would object te a 8 fi. 6 lu. gauge.
But then this la by no means certain. Ail the Imperial
Goverument wauta is a good xilita-ry road, sud if il
could get that for baif price it would not objeot. The
fact that it la under obligations f0 furish other gus-
rantees for defeuce sud for the purchase of the Hud-
son's Bay Cempany's rigbfs, would go flar to make il
accept a cheap sud efficient luitercolonial; aiways pro.
vided t hat e portion, if not ail, of the sua for whlch
ls guarautee are given were pald for ont oi the
amount aready guarauteed f0 the road. But even If
no part of the surplus were to be devote4 te such pur.
poses, there are many public works lu Nova Scotia,
New Brunswtick, Quebec sud Ontario, te which the
Imperlal Goverument would gladly ses if applied. At
preseut great stress la laid upon tho fact that the road
la lutended more for military than for commercial pur-
poses, the greater reason, therefore, why the cheap
hune would suit. As commerce increased lu the course
of yeas, it wonld be time enough f0 widen the road,
sud then it could bo doue aI uittle additlonai coat.

A gain it may be aaid that a 8 fi 6 lu. would not do,
because il would necessitate the breaking of bulk at
Iliviere du Loup. Weil, thatislau objection; but does

it more than cotînterbalance a aavlng of over $11,-
000,000 lu the construction of the nsrrow gauge? If
breskiug buik la a thing that muet be avolded, accord-
iug te our former calculations, a third rail could be
laid dowu on 60j miles of the Grand Trunk Railway
for 82,400,0<0; sud legsa than 8600,000 would buy the
the addilioual rolllng stock requirod te equip if. to
that by an expenditure of 18,000,000 ouf of our stIng
of $11,000,000, we would have a firat-ra-te usrrow gauge
from Sandwvich te lHalifax sud a balance of $8,000,oO
f0 luveat lu other public works. If wili te objected
thet thal plan would be too mncb for the benefit of the
Grand Trunk Company. But as the point does nof
come up info practicai shape, thero la no use lu sllud-
ing lurtber f0 IL

lu conclusion, we wouid sa-y that, altersall, our ien-
flou in writiiig titis srtl'3 e la not go much f0 advocste
the construction of the In tercolouil Railway on the a
ff 6 lu. gauge nes te draw public attention 10 the de-
sîrabiiity ot gettlrg a road that will aswer ail the de-
manda of defeuce sud commerce, sud that will not ho
go costly as Mfr. Fleming, lu bis report, sets forth.
There are a- vsriety of plans that could be adopted.
We miglit have a 4 fi. or a- 4 fi. B. lu ga-uge as they
bave in some parti of England, or we might bave s
broad5 fi6 in guage; but constructefi ou cbeap sud
efficient principlea. Tbst la the object of our writing,
We have got an estima-te of s firat ciasa lino-fit for
the moat rich aud populous country lu the worid;
what objection ca-n there be te gofflng estimatea for a
lino auit.ed 10 a country poor lu wealth, sud spare ln
population. Now la the time te diseusthtis question,
îî wili ho teo laie to do so wbeu the coutrscta are
given ouf.

Pix<EAiNGUISRENE lgFUI SÂL.-Mr. Thompsou'a
anuel sale otfPura came off ou the 2nd instant, sud
re3UWç4 ovor ;18,000-Barit Àdvaisce.

THE MARMTME LAW 0F NA.TIONS-A'VOICE
IR0M BIRINGHÂ.

T HFE reent meeting at the Corn Exchange cf the
Council 0f the Montreal Board of Trade, aasem-

bled to confer with the representelive of a great cora--
merdiai corporation lu Euglsnd, on important pointa
ofluternational law, was a uew sud extraordlnary inci-
dent lu Colonial history, sud a proof that the union of
the Provinces bas alresdy begun t0 do 118 good work.
Hitherto the scaftered sud dlvlded colonies 0f England
lu North America were regsrded as more adjuncîs of
the parent state, wlfhout station, influence, or place
smung the nations; but honcelorth they ta-ko their
rank wiîb principalifies sud powora, as s country that
bas even uow considerably advanced lu populatiou sud
wealfh, sud la certa-in 10 attain grestuesa lu the future,
sud that nef a distant one. The Provinces of Canada,
Nova Scotia sud New Brunswick wore of amaîl account
in the estimation of the world; but the Dominion of
Canada, embrscing ailtf hese, sud bereafier te extend
from Newfoundlsnd te Vsncouver's Island, proseuts
a different object for contemplation; snd, ai we have
ssld, begin te reap the benefifs 0f their union undor
eue goverumeut.

Mr. Alfred Field, Vice-Presideut of the Birmingham
Board of Trado, lnformed the meeting et the Cern
Exchange thet ho had been depufed hy tbat body te
visit the Boa-rda of Trade of the United States sud
Canada f0 request fhem te brîng their Influence te
bear ou the Engiish sud Amnerican governmeuts for
the purpose of induciug the two countrios te abandon
tho use of privateera, lu the ovout et wsr, whetber
bot ween themaelves or befween the Unitedi Sta-tes sud
auy other country. If flua were the soie aim of 1Mr.
Field'a mission, we imagine ho wouid oucounter 11111e
difflculty lu fulfilllng if. Privateerlug bai vlrtually
ceased lu Europe since 1862, when the Congresheld
in Paris ou that year declared that If should ne longer
be pra-ctised by the powera there represeuted, a docla-
ration which bas been adoptefi by every civillzod
couutry with tho exception of the Uuited States. But
as the Governmeut of Washington, et a later period,
expressed their desire f0 come luto the agreement, it
la te be suppesed thif fhey, fou, will soonor or liter,
sdopt the principie. Mr. Field, however, lu fhe na-me
of bis constitueut@, proposed a furtber Important
change lu maritime international law, by which ail
private properfy, net contrebaud of war, shoulfi be
exempt from capture Dy a boulgeront.

That Mfr. Fieldas proposais will everywbere meet
wlth much respeofful sympathy, there can ho little
doubt. But fhe question la if bis views can be practi-
cslly csrried eut For ourseives, wo suspect tIat pri-
vsteering will af ili exisf, though under now forma.
The old leItera of marque wlll ceaie te ho lssued, but
flot e la notbing lu the convention et Paris te prevent
any goverumeut from grsnting rogular commissions
te tIe officers of slips, really tbe prope fy of privgte
citizena, flua glvlng them fhe character sud statua ef
national vessels. Self preservation, the firat law et
nature, may often make this a pressing ueceaalty. if
s great nval pawer were te force a war-unjnstly per.
haps-on eue of the miner States, sncb for exemple,
as a-ny of fIe South Americen republica, the latter
conld ouly refaliete, for the bas sund lnjury lnflicîed
upon if, by. attemptlng te destroy the commerce of is
eppouent af ses; sud tIe festâ of the Alabama sud
other Confederafe cruisers bave ahown how effective
sncb a mode of sggresslou ca-n be. Would a weak
power, wifbeut a nsvy of its owu, heaita-te te accept
aid from Ifs subjecta or othera, lunfixe predicament te
which we bave alluded. 'We think not. Stiil fhe
change which rendors a nation, lnatesd of Individuel
adventurorsansd specuistora, reapousible for the acta of
ail armed shipa la an improvemnufou the old aystem
Jir. Fieldas second projoot, we imagine, presenîs
greaf or difficulties lu Ils etta-lumeut. That commerce
would derive immense benefita iby reudering privafe
property socuro from seizure, war or ne war, there
ca-n bho n question; sud wlfl respect te theoe Pro-
vinces especlally- if wonld remove one of the greateat
objections te our continent conuection wlth fIe mother
country. But this la oniy a single phase of the cae,
sud we suspect thet sîstesmen sud goverumeuta wili
view the matter Jin a somewhat different lght frcm
that lu which if la seen by the merchant sud phîlan-
tropiat. For instance, Englaud sud the Unlted States
pouse the two largest commercial navies lu the werld,
aad thelr property always ounftho ocean la of incaicu-
hable value sud exteut. If we nly take lutecoualder-
atien the muin fIat the ion of fhIa property, lu slips
sud their cargoes, would entall on the People Of both
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