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l.esson X.

The Home Study Quarterly
THE CHILD IN THE MIDST

December 8, 1912

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Jesus leaves the place of the Transfiguration, comes through Galilee to Caper-

naum, teaching His disciples as He goes.

Amongst other things, He again speaks plainly of His crucifixion.

The

question of the payment of tribute precedes this Lesson, ch. 17 : 24.27.
GOLDEN TEXT—In heaven their angels do always behold the face of my father which is in heaven,—Matthew

18

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Matthew 18 :1-14.

Memorize vs. 2, 3.

10.

Read Mark 9 : 33-37 ;

Luke 9 : 46-18.

1 1At the same time came the disciples unto Je'sus.
saying, Who 215 the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven ? . R

2 And 3J¢'sus called a little child unto him, and
set him in the midst of them,

3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except y« $he
converted, and become ns little children, ye shall
$ not enter into the kingdom of heaven. .

4 Whosoever thercfore shall humble himself as
this little child, the same is ® greatest in the kingdom
of henven.

5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in
my name receiveth me. i

6 But whoso shall 7 offend one of these little ones
which believe #in 1ne, it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he
? were drowned in the depth of the sea.

7 Woe unto the world because of 1°offences!
for it must needs be that M ofiences come; but woe to
that man 2by whom the 3 offeice cometh !

8 1 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot !3offend
thee, cut 18 them off, and cast ¢them from thee:

it ia 17 better for *'ice to enter into life balt or maimed,
rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast
into !3everlasting fire.

9 And if thine eye ! offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast if from thee : it iy 17 better for thee to enter into
life with one eve, rather than having two eyes to be
cast into 19 hell fire. l
. 10 20 Take hecd that ye despise not one of these
little ones ; for I say unto you, That in heaven their
angels do always behold the face of my Father which
is in heaven. A

11 2 For the Son of man is come to save that which
was lost.

12 How think ye ? if 2 a2 man have 2 an hundred
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not
leave the nincty and nine, and 3 goeth into the
mountains, and > secketh that which 20is gone astray?

13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto
vou, he rejoiceth 2 more of that sheep, than of the
ninety and nine which 28 went oot astray.

14 Even 8o it is not the will of your Father which
is in heaven, that one of thesc little ones should perish.

Revised Version—! In that hour camne ; 2 theo is greatest : ? he called to him a little child, and ; ¢ turn,

and ; *in no wisgen:~ ; 3the; 7causeonc: ’on me to stumble. it is profitable for him that a
should be hanged ; -s’.ould be sunk in ; 1 occasions of stumbling ; Y the occasions ; 32 throug!
d if ; ¥ causeth t e to stumble; it; 17 good for; !8the eternai; 1°the hell of fire; 29See that;

¥ An

reat millstone
i 13 occasion :

2 Omit whole of verse ; * any man ; 3 a; M gounw ; 3 seck ; #goeth; 27 over it more than over the ; 2% have

not gone.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, 1L.B.R A.)—M.—The Child in the midst. Matt. 18 : 1-14.

.—**Forbid them

not”, Mark 10: 13-16. W —Whos greatest 7 Luke 22 : 2430, ‘Th —* Bo clothed with bumility’*, 1 Pet. 5 :

1-7 F.—A song of praise, Ps 8. § —An ¢rbo of the song, Matt. 21 : 6-18.

1-11.

8.—"He bumbled Himsclf", Phil. 2 -

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. A LeEssoN FroM a LitrLE Clitp.—1-6. At
the same time ; Rev. Ver., “in that hour.”" What
follows is closely connerted with the tribute incident
(ch. 17 :24-27). Who is the greatest ? Pecter has
figured prominently in the great question at Casarca
Phibpp: (Lessen VIL), on the Mount of Transfigura-
tion (Lesson VIII), and in the tnbute inadent.
The question of who i3 first comes to the front. Mark
(ch. 9.34) tells that a dispute had srisen on this
score. A little child ; Mark 9:36. “had taken
him in s anres”. Luke 8 :47, *““set him by him.”
Bxcopt yo be converted ; Rev. Ver, “turn™, leave
bebind ambition, and go in an opposite direction.
Become as little children; have the spirit that
characterizes children. humility. teachableness, obedi-
cnce. Shallnot enter ; Rev. Ver., "in no wise enter’”:
so far from bcing first, there is no chanec even to
enter. Shall humble himself ; humility 15 to be
the badge of greatness. Whoso shall receive :
lovingly recoznize and welcome. One such little
child. The child before them represents the qualities
of the truc member of the kingdom. In my namo ;
on the ground of what I am. A person’s name s the
sum of what a man is known to be aad todo. Whoso
shall offend ; causc to stumble—opposite to "o
ceive.” Ambition is an offence agninst self and
against the bumble brother. One of these. These
wonds apply to the child and to the chilidliko behever.
of whom the child is a typc. It were botter ; Rev

Ver,, "it is
profitable '"—
1t is far better
that heshould
pensh than
that heshould
causc the
childhike to
stumble A
millstone were hanged ; Rev. Ver, “a great mill-
stone”, literally, a mullstone turaed by an asy—tac
large stooe dnven by an ass, not the light band-
dnven oae  Drowned ; a form of capital punishment
us~d by the Greeks and Remans, but not by the Jows

7-10. Woe ; here a word of pity, not of cocdemna-
tion. Jesus pitics humanity becauso of what it suffers
through offences. Because of offences ; stumblinz
blocks—the cause of the woes. Literally, *'scandals’,
Rev. Ver., “occasions of stumbling.” It must needs
be. The necessity is not that God has wlled it, but
because man’s ambition makes it incvitable. Woe
to that man ; this time. the woe of condemnation.
If thy hand . . foot; symbols of tho thing that
oficnds. Halt ; mutilated in respoct of the feet
Maimed; lacking band or hands. Everlasting fire :
Rev Ver., “the cternz! fire”, the punishment of the
Messianic  judgment. Hell fire; lhterally. *'the
Geheans of fire.” Gehenna, n gorge southwest of
Jerusalem, was the receptacle where bodies of doad




